
Assignment: Identifying your Farm Related Interests and Skills

A) Read each statement below and circle the appropriate number on the scale to rate the extent to which you agree with the statement.  There are no wrong answers. Use these answers to help you determine what things are important to you as you develop a farm goals statement. Notice patterns of interest to identify high priority goals, identify contingencies for strengthening areas of weakness. (i.e., If limited farm financial skills – plan to take a class or identify other person to take on these tasks.) 

Interests and life values related to farming:
	
Visions for the farm 
	 Agree           Agree             Disagree         Disagree Strongly                                                       Strongly

	I want to support myself (and family) from full-time farm income.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I would like to have a career, and farm on the side.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I don’t plan to farm for income – just to provide food for my family.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	
Personal: 

	I would be willing to sacrifice doing things I like to do for the sake of the farm.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I would like to be able to use my skills on the farm.  
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I expect to do it all – production, marketing and finances.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I like to farm because I like hard work.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I am concerned about health issues that might affect the farm operation.
	      1                   2                      3                      4            

	
Family:

	I would like to be able to spend time with my family and friends.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I would like to have my family involved in the farm.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	
Environment:

	I am interested in farming so that I can live in a rural environment. 
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	Maintaining the quality of water and soil on my land is important to me.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I want to pass along my land to my children in better shape than when I bought it.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	Community:
	


	I want to have connections to my community.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I want to have time to participate in community activities. 
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I want to support my community.
	      1                   2                      3                      4


		

	
Financial: 

	I want to be wealthy.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I do not like taking chances with my money.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	Being able to stay on the farm is more important than making lots of money.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I am able to wait (3 - 5 years) until the farm generates enough income to pay me a salary.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	
Free-time/Recreation:

	A break or vacation once per year is important to keep me going
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I need time during the week to attend family activities.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I want to be able to interact and socialize with other farmers.
	      1                   2                      3                      4



Business Qualities and Skills:
	
Drive:
	Agree           Agree             Disagree         Disagree Strongly                                                       Strongly

	I am enthusiastic and a self-starter.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I have plenty of energy and vitality. 
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I have self confidence and courage to take risks.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	
Leadership: 

	I work well with people.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I enjoy supervising people.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	I am responsible and enjoy providing leadership.
	      1                   2                      3                      4

	
Capability:

	I am organized and have a thorough plan of action.
	1                   2                      3                      4

	I am capable of making good decisions in a short amount of time.
	1                   2                      3                      4

	I can perform different tasks simultaneously
	1                   2                      3                      4

	I can keep cool under pressure.
	1                   2                      3                      4

	I have creative ideas related to business.
	1                   2                      3                      4

	I often find innovative solutions to problems.
	1                   2                      3                      4

	
Experience:

	I have managed a business before.
	1                   2                      3                      4

	I have a high degree of proficiency in a technical area related to farming.
	1                   2                      3                      4

	I know how to keep good farm records.
	1                   2                      3                      4



	Suggested for use with Lesson: Whole Farm Planning	
Sustainable Small Acreage Farming and Ranching Overview

