Assignment: Developing your Whole Farm Goals Statement

A) “Brainstorm” your Small Farm Dream! On the back of this sheet, describe your ideas, hopes and dreams, today, for a small farm business.  Think creatively.  Put down all of your thoughts, in whatever way makes sense for you - without concern for editing.  Use an outline, bulleted notes, or even pictures. Consider the following:

· What do you want out of your life?
· Your motivations for wanting to start a farm business
· What enterprise(s) you expect to undertake
· How you hope to sell your products or services, and to whom
· Whether you will operate the business on a full or part-time basis
· How an agricultural business will become integrated with the rest of your life
· Whether you plant to involve family or friends in the operation of the business

B) Look at the Minnesota Project case studies (http://www.mnproject.org/wfp) for examples of other farm goal statements. 

C) Develop a “working draft” of your own Farm Goals Statement using the ideas generated by the previous survey on your values, skills and interests and/or the brainstorming exercise above.  Your statement should include 4-6 sentences that encompass your overall long-term goals related to owning and operating a farm business.  Be sure and include goals that address whole farm planning concepts.
























Adapted from the New England Small Farm Institute, “Exploring the Small Farm Dream”
Suggested for optional use with Lesson: Whole Farm Planning
Sustainable Small Acreage Farming and Ranching Overview

