Snow

0 ONE WHO LIVES IN THE sNow and watches it day by day,

. it is a book to be read. The pages turn as the wind blows; the
characters shift and the images formed by their combinations
change in meaning, but the language remains the same. It is a
shadow language, spoken by things that have gone by and will
come again. The same text has been written there for thousands of
years, though I was not here, and will not be here in winters to
come, to read it. These seemingly random ways, these paths, these
beds, these footprints, these hard, round pellets in the snow: they
all have meaning. Dark things may be written there, news of other
lives, their sorties and excursions, their terrors and deaths. The tiny
feet of a shrew or a vole make a brief, erratic pattern across the
snow, and here is a hole down which the animal goes. And now the
track of an ermine comes this way, swift and searching, and he too
goes down that white shadow of a hole.

A wolverine, and the loping, toed-in track I followed uphill for
two miles one spring morning, until it finally dropped away into
another watershed and I gave up following it. I wanted to see
where he would go and what he would do. But he just went on,
certain of where he was going, and nothing came of it for me to see
but that sure and steady track in the snowcrust, and the sunlight
strong in my eyes.

Snow blows across the highway before me as I walk—little,
wavering trails of it swept along like a people dispersed. The snow
people—where are they going? Some great danger must pursue
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