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The Problem

• General confusion about NRMC vs. NW-
AIRQUEST
– Meteorology / Air Quality
– Funding / Collaboration

• WA/OR/ID/EPA-R10 Air Directors say NW-
AIRQUEST when then talk about their
funding for UW and WSU
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NRMC Charter

• Focus on met modeling
• Focus on UW
• Membership talks about $$

– Associate Members have a more collaborative, scientific role
but can’t vote

• Met or Met & Air Quality
– Purpose section mixes “regional environmental forecasts”,

“mesoscale models”, “mesoscale meteorological predictions”
– Only mentions UW in funding, but WSU is sustaining member
– Morning Air Quality meeting

• What role Associate Member plays

Issues to be Resolved
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NW-AIRQUEST Charter

• Focus on air quality modeling
– But also includes “measurement”, “monitoring”, “education”,

“communication”, “risk assessment”
• No mention of a single university
• Bigger than WA/OR/ID State/Local AQ agencies

– E.g., UBC, Environment Canada, Oregon Department of
Forestry

• Membership entails collaboration and seeking support

• How do you develop, operate, and improve an air
quality forecast system without discussing funding?
– Is this about $$ or not?

Issue to be Resolved



What is Needed
• Consistent use of name

• Clear definitions for group scope
– Met or Air Quality or both
– Funding or collaboration or both

• Clear definition of sustaining membership

• Clear benefits and responsibilities of membership
categories


