NATIONAL PLUTONIUM REGISTRY

July 9, 1969

ANNUAL REPORT

In August 196B the U, S. Aromic Energy Commission aucherized and funded a
program to estadblish and operate the National Pletonium Regisery (lanford
Schedule 189, 06 Biology and Medicine). The program is administered by
che Hanford Eaviranmental Healrh Faurdation with the cooperation of
Battelle Northwest. The scope, ocbjectives and functions are detalled in
the Hanford Schedule 189 and in the Raference Data and Policy Guide opet-
aring procedures published in Dacember 1968, both referenced documents on
file and pertinent porticms svailable from the Registry:

With che concurrence of the Commission, an Advisory Committee was estab-
lished to ald in the farmation of lonmg-range policies. The Committee,
whose members are R. D. Evans, Ph.U., Magsachusetts Institote of Tech-
! nology; Lloyd M. Joshel, Pa.D.. Dow Chemical Company; £. C. Lushbaugh, M.D.,
: Qak Ridge Associated Yniversities, Inc.; Thomas F. Mancuso, M.D., Universicty
of Pictsburgh; W. M. Parker, Battelle Morthwest; and James H. Sterner, M.D.,
University of Texas, met on Gctober 30, 1968, in Richland.

The results of this meeting have been published and given fairly wide distri-
bution, and are alsc & matter of record and copies are availahle upon request.
Announcements of the Registry's formation were widely publicized and wera
included in national and local newspapers, local and foreign professional
Journals, and by lecters from the Commission (Dr. H. D. Bruner) znd the
Regisery te AEC contractors snd licensee inscallacions where exposure
potentiale sxist,

; To introduce the program asd to sclicit constructive criticisms the follow-
ing inatallacions were visited: Rocky Flata, Los Alamas, COak Ridge,
Savanrah River, Westinghouse Electric Corperacisn’s Pluconium Fuels De-
velopment Laboratory, Monsanto Research Corporatien's Mound Laboratory

and Nuclear Materialsg & Equipment Corporation. Additionally, laborateries
doing research in the medical and health physics aspecks of che transuranic
elements were visited. While support for Registry activities appears ex-
cellent, visits Lo m@jor contractors tevealed two reservations regarding

: the immediate endorsement of the program. These were: (1) the lack of a
i speciflc directive from che next higher echelon of authority, and (1) the
unknown impacC on employee labor relations which might develop as a resule
of the implementation of the program. The matter was referred to Head-
quarters AEC [or resolution and specific clearances by legal, biology and
medical, operational safety and labor relations divisians. Following this,
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instructions were received td go ahead and implement the program at Hanford
and if no unexpected complicztiona develop, to exteand the program narionuide.

Accordingly, for Hanford use, forms were devised, procedures outlined, de-
sired medical and health physics data specified, proper releases for data,
autopsy perwits, and relaced documents vere deavised, past and present plu-
tonium workers identified, and the concurrence of all contractsrs for the
initiacion of che program was abtained,

The Hanford physicians at the time of the employees' pericdic medical exam-
inac ionx will request plutonium workers to sipn a release co the Regiscry

af the medical and radiatior exposure informacien, and also auchorizart ion

for autopsies. The Registry will enter into a contract to provide the

spouse or nexc of kin $5%00.00 for those employees who authorize an aucopsy
and cn whom the appropriate samples are obtained for examination and snalysis.

A litrary for assembling the latest information on madieal and heal:th physics
aspeceks of the transuranic elements has been astablished and the cooperacicn
and rupport of the AEC Division of Teebnical Information Extension at Oak
Ridge has aeen solficited. The informatios on record is being compurerized
for ease of retrieval and will be available wpon request by aayone having

a need for surh daca.

The Registry hag also made provisions for the receipt of information by
Lelephone atc any time of the day or night, This is for the use primarily
of emplayeas under contract to the Registry for autopsy cissue sampling;
however, it may be used by anyone who has an urgent need to communicate
with the Registry., The number is: Area Code 509, %42-1111, sxt. 6-4373,
and collect calls will be accepted.

The Repistry has gradoslly increased personnel to the equivalent of threas
people at year's end. The actual implementation and therefore the collec-
tion of data at Hanford will greatrly increase with the intraductton of rhe
pragram in the firs¢ several weeks in July. Following the introductary phase
of the Hanford program, an outline of the methods used and ocbservacions as co
hot alternate methods could ba used for obtaining medical and health physics
data for the Registry, together with sample forms, will be diatribuzed co
contractors and licensees for their suggesticns and,or modificacion to suit

their particular needs. .
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