
 
Plant Problems: 

 
What Tissue Affected 

 
 
 

Biotic       Abiotic 
 
         Plant Physiology 
 
Insect/Mite Pests Pathogens  Larger pests   

Step 1: Examine Plant  
 Determine if Problem exists 
 
Step 2: Hypothesis Development 

a) feeding habit a) fungal   a) slug/snail   A) Mechanical  
 chew/sucking b) bacterial  b) rodent/deer   B) Chemical 
b) metamorphosis c) viral   c) dog    C) Physical/ 
        complex  d) nematode  d) bird        Environmental 

simple   e) parasitic plant e) etc. 
 

 
 Step 3: Look for evidence to support hypothesis 

 
 
Step 4:  Evaluation of Hypothesis and evidence 
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