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The green lacewing, Chrysopa spp. (Fig. 1), 
measures up to 3/4 inch in length.  It is 
entirely green with four delicate, filmy wings; 
long antennae; and reddish gold, iridescent 
eyes.  A similar looking insect is the brown 
lacewing that is usually much smaller than the 
green lacewing. 
 
Life Cycle 

 
Female lacewings lay 10 to 30 eggs per day 
up to a few hundred in their lifetimes.  The 
pale green eggs (Fig. 2) are laid singly on 
long, slender stalks.  Larvae (Fig. 3) are 
alligator-shaped and usually mottled at 
maturity, prior to pupation.  They have long, 
sickle-shaped mandibles (jaws) that are used 
to suck juices from their prey.  From egg to 
adult usually takes about 27 days and the 
adult will live from 20 to 40 days. 
  

 
Beneficial Effects 
Green lacewing larvae ar
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Culturing 
Green lacewings are one o
cultured insects for use 
integrated control programs
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