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Fellowship Grant Components
• Specific Aims

• Research Strategy

• Bibliography and 
References Cited

• Activities Planned Under This 
Award

• Applications for Concurrent 
Support

• Biosketch

• Cover Letter

• Doctoral Dissertation and Other 
Research

• Equipment

• Facilities and Other Resources

• Goals for Fellowship Training 
and Career

• List of Referees

• Project Narrative

• Project Summary

• Respective Contributions

• Responsible Conduct of Research

• Section II Sponsor Co-Sponsor

• Selection of Sponsor and 
Institution

• Vertebrate Animals or 
Protections for Human Subjects



Reviewer Criteria

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/guidelines_general/R
eview_Criteria_at_a_glance.pdf

• Tailor your writing to address specific 
criteria the Reviewers will address

• Fellowship Applicant
• Research experiences and contributions
• Publications, abstracts, presentations
• Merit-based honors and awards
• Academic performance

• Sponsors, Collaborators, and Consultants
• Track record of funding and mentorship
• Funds and expertise to support the research
• Tools, equipment, and technologies



https://grants.nih.gov/grants/peer/guidelines_general/R
eview_Criteria_at_a_glance.pdf

• Research Training Plan
• Scientific quality of proposal
• Feasibility within the fellowship time frame

• Training Potential
• Utilizing existing skill set
• Gaining skills to address weaknesses/gaps
• Preparing applicant for productive and 

independent research career

• Institutional Environment & Commitment to 
Training
• Research resources
• Training opportunities
• Institutional commitment to training

Reviewer Criteria



Ways to optimize your application
• Start writing now



• Specific Aims

• Research Strategy

• Bibliography and 
References Cited

• Activities Planned Under This 
Award

• Applications for Concurrent 
Support

• Biosketch

• Cover Letter

• Doctoral Dissertation and Other 
Research

• Equipment

• Facilities and Other Resources

• Goals for Fellowship Training 
and Career

• List of Referees

• Project Narrative

• Project Summary

• Respective Contributions

• Responsible Conduct of Research

• Section II Sponsor Co-Sponsor

• Selection of Sponsor and 
Institution

• Vertebrate Animals or 
Protections for Human Subjects

Fellowship Grant Components

* Documents you can start writing now even if you don’t know the details of your Aims



Biosketch
• Personal Statement

• Why are you well positioned to perform this research?

• What will you gain from this research experience?

• Positions and Honors
• Relevant past positions

• Relevant academic and professional honors and awards

• Memberships in professional societies

• Add a subsection on Leadership and Citizenship

• Contributions to Science
• State the problem, findings, impact, and personal contribution

• List up to 4 publications and/or research products for each 
contribution

• Research Support and/or Scholastic Performance
• F31: grades from all undergraduate and graduate courses

• F32: grades from all graduate courses

https://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm



• Start writing now

• Talk to the Program Officers

• Establish a track record of funding

• Publish

• Submit abstracts and present at meetings

• Become a leader and volunteer

• Get Letters of Support to fill gaps in your and/or PI’s expertise

• Get feedback from outside of your expertise

• Apply for other grants for which you will receive reviewer feedback

• Read examples of successful fellowships

• https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/sample-applications

Ways to optimize your application



QUESTIONS?


