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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH

Provide the following information for the Senior/key personnel and other significant contributors.
Follow this format for each person. DO NOT EXCEED FIVE PAGES.

NAME: Robertson-Chang, Leilani

eRA COMMONS USER NAME (credential, e.g., agency login): RobertsonL

POSITION TITLE: Postdoctoral Researcher

EDUCATION/TRAINING (Begin with baccalaureate or other initial professional education, such
as nursing, include postdoctoral training and residency training if applicable. Add/delete rows as

necessary.)

INSTITUTION AND
LOCATION

DEGREE
(if applicable)

START DATE
MM/YYYY

END DATE
MM/YYYY

FIELD OF STUDY

Swarthmore College
UC San Diego

Michigan State University

BS
PHD
NIH training

08/1995
08/2001

09/2007

05/1999
09/2007

present

Engineering
Molecular Biology

Bioinformatics/Immunology

grant

A. Personal Statement

My long term research interests involve the development of a comprehensive understanding of
key developmental pathways and how alterations in gene expression contribute to human
disease. My academic training and research experience have provided me with an excellent
background in multiple biological disciplines including molecular biology, microbiology,
biochemistry, and genetics. As an undergraduate, | was able to conduct research with Dr.
Xavier Factor on the mechanisms of action of a new class of antibiotics. As a predoctoral
student with Dr. Tanti Auguri, my research focused on the regulation of transcription in yeast,
and | gained expertise in the isolation and biochemical characterization of transcription
complexes. | developed a novel protocol for the purification for components of large
transcription complexes. | was first author of the initial description of the Most Novel Complex. A
subsequent first author publication challenged a key paradigm of transcription elongation and
was a featured article in a major journal. During my undergraduate and graduate careers, |
received several academic and teaching awards. For my postdoctoral training, | will continue to
build on my previous training in transcriptional controls by moving into a mammalian system that
will allow me to address additional questions regarding the regulation of differentiation and
development. My sponsor Dr. |.M. Creative is an internationally recognized leader in the
transcription/chromatin field and has an extensive record for training postdoctoral fellows. The
proposed research will provide me with new conceptual and technical training in developmental
biology and whole genome analysis. In addition, the proposed training plan outlines a set of
career development activities and workshops — e.g. grant writing, public speaking, lab
management, and mentoring students — designed to enhance my ability to be an independent
investigator. My choice of sponsor, research project, and training will give me a solid foundation
to reach my goal of studying developmental diseases in man. During my second postdoctoral
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e Start writing now

» Talk to the Program Officers

» Establish a track record of funding

« Publish

« Submit abstracts and present at meetings
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» Get Letters of Support to fill gaps in your and/or Pl's expertise

 Get feedback from outside of your expertise
« Apply for other grants for which you will receive reviewer feedback

« Read examples of successful fellowships
« https://www.niaid.nih.gov/grants-contracts/sample-applications
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