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VA PUGET SOUND HEALTH CARE SYSTEM (VAPSHCS)
Mental Health Nurse Practitioner Residency (MH-NPR) Program


[bookmark: _Hlk130281366]Application Deadline: February 14, 2025

Start Date: September 2025 

[bookmark: _Hlk130281379]MH-NPR Residency Mission 
To prepare highly effective, competent, and autonomous Mental Health Nurse Practitioners to practice in a team based, inter-professional, collaborative Federal Health Care facility. 

Eligibility Criteria
· Recent graduate (within 12 months) of a Master's, Post-Master's certificate, or Doctoral level Nurse Practitioner program accredited by CCNE or the ACEN. 
· Be serving in your first Mental Health Nurse Practitioner role  
· Prior to the start of the MH-NPR program, possess a current board certification as Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
· Prior to the start of the MH-NPR program, possess a current, full, active, and unrestricted license as nurse AND nurse practitioner in a state, commonwealth, or territory of the United States, or the District of Columbia
· Citizen of the United States
· Commitment to a one-year Mental Health nurse practitioner residency program
· Preference is given to graduates with a rich nursing background, interest in VA employment, and a commitment to mental health care of Veterans
· Preference for GPA >3.5



How to Apply
Return Completed Application and all required documents by email to:
Email: PUGMHNPR@va.gov

Required Application Documents
Type or legibly print all responses and complete application in its entirety.  All documents must be in Word or PDF.  Completed packets must be received by the posted deadline.  
(Incomplete packets will not be accepted)

Provide current copies of the following documents, which must accompany your application:   

☐	Curriculum Vitae (CV), include the following information:
· Education with date of completion of degrees
· Clinical rotations in graduate school
· Pertinent work history, including MONTH and YEAR
· If applicable, please include a written & signed explanation of any gaps in work history that were three (3) months or longer
· Teaching activities
· Scholarly activities, including research or quality improvement projects and honors
· Volunteer work
☐	School transcripts from your Mental Health Nurse Practitioner program, including proof that applicant will complete program prior to start of residency
☐	Three (3) professional references for whom you are giving permission to contact  
·      1-2 academic 
·      1-2 manager/supervisor in nursing or other recent employment (or clinical preceptor) 
[bookmark: _Hlk130288641]☐    2 Letters of recommendations from academic faculty in nursing and clinical preceptor/supervisor or manager in recent employment
☐	Three (3) written essays (prompts below)
☐   Indicate whether you are a Health Professions Scholarship Program (HPSP) recipient.  
Yes ☐  No ☐  See: HPSP - Veterans Affairs (intelliworxit.com)

The MH-NPR program requires that residents be willing to perform clinical tours at various locations that are part of VA Puget Sound Health Care System during the residency (e.g., Seattle and American Lake).
Are you willing and able to meet this program requirement?
Yes ☐  No ☐  
Residency Requirements:
· Maintain current active American Heart Association BLS Healthcare Provider certification
· Evidence or self-certification of up-to-date vaccinations for healthcare workers as recommended by Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and VA https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/adults/rec-vac/hcw.html; Healthcare Personnel Vaccination Recommendations (immunize.org) 
· Evidence of tuberculosis screening or testing as recommended by CDC health care personnel guidelines https://www.cdc.gov/tb/topic/testing/healthcareworkers.htm;
· 2 acceptable and valid Identification documents to meet VA security requirements; PIV Credential Identity Verification Matrix (va.gov). To review a complete list of acceptable forms of identity, please visit http://www.fedidcard.gov
· Pass screening against the Health and Human Services’ List of Excluded Individuals and Entities (LEIE). https://exclusions.oig.hhs.gov/.
· Commitment to continued participation in the MH-NPR for the full duration of the training program of 12 months
· Complete clinical experiences at both the American Lake and Seattle Locations of VA Puget Sound Health Care System
 


ESSAYS
(Please keep responses to one paragraph that does not exceed 300 words per essay.)
1. What professional, educational, or clinical experiences led you to choose a mental health nurse practitioner career?  Please comment upon your vision and plans for your short and long-term career development and how this residency will support your career goals.



2. What are your aspirations for a Residency program?  What are the goals that you hope to accomplish during your residency at the VA? Please identify specific areas of interest/skills for which you would like to develop increased mastery, competence, or confidence.

     

3. Please describe your qualities and strengths that will contribute positively to this inter-professional residency experience.  Be specific.


PROFESSIONAL REFERENCES

Please provide three (3) professional references:
(Complete address and telephone numbers are required)

	1.
	Name
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Professional relationship
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Dates of Association
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Address
	Click here to enter text.
	
	
	Click here to enter text.
	
	
	Click here to enter text.
	
	E-mail
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Phone
	Click here to enter text.


	
2.
	Name
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Professional relationship
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Dates of Association
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Address
	Click here to enter text.
	
	
	Click here to enter text.
	
	
	Click here to enter text.
	
	E-mail
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Phone
	Click here to enter text.



	
3.
	Name
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Professional relationship
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Dates of Association
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Address
	Click here to enter text.
	
	
	Click here to enter text.
	
	
	Click here to enter text.
	
	E-mail
	Click here to enter text.
	
	Phone
	Click here to enter text.


Page | 4 

image1.jpeg
pat s s s s ST VA Defining
014A0/ﬁ“’,‘"fw » ueaurd | EXCELLENCE

Affiliations CARE | in the 21st Century




image2.emf

