Interrogating the Value of Classroom-external Assessment: 
A Foundational Discussion for the Field
NCME Classroom Assessment Committee, State and Local Assessment Leaders SIGIMIE, and Large-scale Assessment SIGIMIE
This organized discussion presents three perennial questions about external assessments, including large-scale state tests: 1) How and under what conditions can students, teachers, and/or educational systems benefit from current classroom-external assessments? What is needed to increase benefits and reduce harms? 2) How might we build on what is known about how external tests can promote learning while also serving the purposes of measurement? 3) How can external assessment results and reports be used to inform instruction, student learning, and families’ support of students? The session will bring a diverse set of partners to the table to share information across partner groups, increase understanding, question assumptions, and generate new ideas. Session attendees will play an active role in sharing their expertise in small group discussions. The results of the session will be used to spur additional collaborations among different groups within and beyond NCME.
Question #1 for Small Group Discussion 
1) How and under what conditions can students, teachers, and/or educational systems benefit from current classroom-external assessments? What is needed to increase benefits and reduce harms? 
Guided Questions
1. What are the pros and cons of using different types of assessments?
2. What do students gain from participating in various types of assessments?
3. How can we ensure that teachers deliver accurate information through different types of assessments?
4. How can we use information from different assessments and multiple resources to make optimal decisions about instructional planning or assigning the appropriate assessments to students?
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