
Abhijit R. Abhyankar (PhD) is a NTPC Chair Professor of Electrical Engineering Department at Indian Institute of 
Technology Delhi, New Delhi, India. He was a member of Global Future Council on Clean Electrification of World 
Economic Forum. He has acted as expert member of various committees established by the Central Electricity 
Regulatory Commission (CERC) to provide technical support to resolve regulatory issues. He is member of National 
Reliability Council for Electricity (NRCE), set-up by Ministry of Power, Government of India, through Central 
Electricity Authority (CEA).  He is also a member of Taskforce on PoC Transmission Pricing Review, constituted by 
Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC), New Delhi. He has handled important projects and done 
consultancies for various agencies like POWERGRID, Maharashtra Electricity Regulatory Commission, National High 
Speed Railway Corporation, Department of Science & Technology, Indian Energy exchange, Mercaods EMI Pvt. Ltd. 
and State Electricity Utilities. His current research interests:  Power System Analysis and optimization, Power 

Markets, Distribution System Operator (DSO), Power Industry Policy and regulatory matters, Smart Grids, Transmission System 
Flexibility. abhyankar@ee.iitd.ac.in 

Yashodhan Agalgaonkar (Mʼ13-SMʼ20) received the M.S. degree in electrical power engineering from the Chalmers 
University of Technology, Gothenburg, Sweden, in 2006, and the Ph.D. degree in electrical power engineering from 
Imperial College London, London, U.K., in 2014.From 2006 to 2010, he was with Crompton Greaves, Mumbai, India, 
and with Converteam (currently GE Power Conversion), Berlin, Germany, as a Senior Research Engineer. During his 
tenure with Crompton Greaves and Converteam, he was involved in research about power transmission and 
distribution operation. He was a Post-Doctoral Researcher with Imperial College London, London,UK in 2014. From 
2015 to 2017, he was a Scientist and Engineer with the Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, Energy and 
Environment Division, Richland, WA, US. From 2018 to 2019 he was a Research and Development Head in 
Power/Energy Systems with Enzen Global Solutions Bangalore, India. With Enzen Yash focused on Power Systems 

consulting and DERMS implementation for Australian and European market. Yash is reviewer of IEEE transactions on Sustainable 
Energy/Smart Grids and contributes as associate editor of IEEE transactions on Power Systems. Currently Yash works as a Senior 
Researcher with National Renewable Energy Lab. Apart from technology Yash is also interested in technology policy issues. 
yashodhan.a@nrel.gov 

Bharath Krishna Attoti received the B.Tech. degree in electrical and electronics engineering from Jawaharlal Nehru 
Technological University, Kakinada (JNTUK), Andhra Pradesh, India, in 2013, and the M.Tech. degree in power systems 
engineering from Malaviya National Institute of Technology Jaipur (MNIT Jaipur), Jaipur, Rajasthan, India, in 2017. He is 
currently pursuing the Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering at the Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, New Delhi, India. 
His research interests include data-driven uncertainty quantification and statistical learning applied to power systems, 
electricity markets, and power system analysis and optimization under joint uncertainties. He is the recipient of the 
POSOCO Power System Award for best Master's thesis. Attoti.Bharath.Krishna@ee.iitd.ac.in 

Murali Baggu is Laboratory Program Manager for Grid Integration at NREL. In this role, he manages the DOE Office of 
Electricity and Grid Modernization Initiative (GMI) programs at NREL. He currently directs and leads the NREL’s 
Advanced Distribution Management Systems and Puerto Rico Grid Recovery and Resilience efforts. Dr. Baggu is a Senior 
Member of IEEE since 2014 and presently chair of IEEE Distribution System Operation & Planning sub-committee. He is 
also Associate Editor for the IEEE Transactions on Sustainable Energy. He has extensive experience in advanced grid 
control and evaluation for future power systems with high levels of distributed energy resources. This includes ADMS, 
microgrid applications, and energy-storage applications. Before joining NREL he worked as a Lead Power Systems 
Engineer at GE Global Research, Niskayuna, NY, where he developed advanced Volt/VAR control and DER management 
algorithms. At GE, he also led the technology development and deployment of large-scale energy storage integration 
with photovoltaic systems for Department of Defense Marine Corps installations. He has five patents and more than 

fifty publications in these areas. His research interests include grid integration of renewables systems (wind and PV), energy storage system 
integration, distribution automation and grid operations and control. He has a Ph.D. in Power Engineering from Missouri S&T. 
murali.baggu@nrel.gov 

Chaitali Bhattacharya is a Principal Science Officer at Indo-US Science & Technology Forum (IUSSTF). Her role 
involves conceptualizing, designing and administrating programs in the priority areas of Science, Technology, 
Innovation, Capacity building and Entrepreneurial. With a Master’s Degree in Botany from Delhi University and 
Doctorate study on the role of fungal bio agents for the managements of disease complex. She has done her Post 
Doctorate in Plant signalling molecule: Strigolactone, from ARO, Volcani Centre, Israel. Her Professional Experience 
of over 17 years includes Research & Development in organisations like Indian Institute of Horticultural Research 
(IIHR), Bangalore, International Panaacea Ltd (IPL), New Delhi and The Energy Research Institute (TERI), New Delhi. 
This was followed by working as a Scientist at the Technology Development Board, GOI, with role of designing and 
implementing programs to help in development and commercial plication of indigenous technology. 

chaitali@iusstf.org 



Anjan Bose is a Regents Professor and the Distinguished Professor of Power Engineering at Washington State 
University, where he has served as the Dean of Engineering. He is a leading expert on the operation and control of 
the power grid with over 45 years of experience in industry, academe and government. He served as a Senior 
Advisor on the power grid to the Secretary of Energy during the Obama Administration. His pioneering works in real 
time analysis software for control centers and grid operator training simulators are used around the world. He has 
been recognized by the IEEE with several awards including IEEE Fellow, elected to the US, Chinese and Indian 
National Academies of Engineering and served as the President of the Washington State Academy of Sciences. He 
has served as an advisor to many companies and several national governments around the world. bose@wsu.edu 

Jeannine Burke is the Manager of the Energy Systems Innovation Center and has been with WSU since 2000 - 
starting at ESIC in 2016 as the Grant Administrator.  The positions she has held during her time at WSU, have given 
her a well-rounded skill set for all areas of administration with an emphasis on budget and administrative 
management.  Jeannine serves as the budget administrator for the UI-ASSIST project and has been involved with 
the project from the beginning. Watching the project evolve and seeing the partnerships grow within the research 
areas has been very rewarding.  It has been a pleasure working with amazing researchers and partners within this 
international collaboration. burkejl@wsu.edu 

Sayonsom Chanda is a Senior Scientist at the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in Colorado. Prior to joining NREL, 
Dr. Chanda was a Senior Data Scientist at National Grid and an electrical engineer at Idaho National Laboratory. Over a 
dozen prominent conferences in the United States and abroad have invited him to speak on AI applications in the Energy 
industry, including a TEDX talk in 2021. He possesses an MSEE and a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering from Washington State 
University, has published more than 15 articles in journals with a high impact factor and holds three patents in cloud 
computing for power systems. He is a co-author of "Resiliency of Electricity Distribution Systems," which will be published 

later this year by Wiley in the United Kingdom. Dr. Chanda is also the founder of two energy analytics start-ups (Sync Energy and Plexflo), and 
the creator of PowerCognito - a natural language data analytics chatbot for data science professionals in the electric utility industry (aka 
"ChatGPT" for Utilities) . sayonsom.chanda@nrel.gov 

Jorge I. Cisneros-Saldana (Student Member, IEEE) received a B.E. degree in Electromechanical Engineering from 
Universidad Privada Boliviana (UPB), Bolivia, in 2013, a M.B.A. with emphasis in the Power and Energy sector from 
Universidad Privada Boliviana (UPB), Bolivia, in 2016 and, a M.S. degree in Energy Systems Engineering from Texas 
A&M University, College Station, TX, USA, in 2017. Currently, he is pursuing a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering at Texas 
A&M University in College Station, Texas USA. He works at the research lab of Dr. Miroslav Begovic. One of his 
primary areas of research is microgrid technology, with a particular focus on the development of protection systems 
and relay schemes. He is also interested in the integration of distributed energy resources into the grid, along with 
the design and control of DC/AC inverters. Furthermore, he conducts research on grid automation, control systems, 
mathematical optimization, machine learning, and data science for power systems. He is particularly passionate 

about finding innovative solutions to enhance grid monitoring, operations, and protection. jicisneros@tamu.edu 

Alasdair Crawford is a computational scientist at Pacific Northwest National Lab (PNNL) where he specializes in modeling 
lithium ion and vanadium flow battery energy storage system performance and reliability, using physics-informed 
machine learning from real-world operational data. He also builds techno-economic models to optimize and evaluate 
novel battery chemistries for economic viability. alasdair.crawford@pnnl.gov 

Nicholas DeForest is a Principal Scientific Engineering Associate in the Grid Integration Group at Berkeley Lab. He works as 
a core developer on the microgrid planning tool DER-CAM. His research explores the planning and analysis of microgrids 
and DER technologies; and how the integration of diverse energy technologies, including energy storage, renewable 
generation, energy efficiency, and electric vehicles can enhance the economics and security of energy supply. He also 
works on controls algorithms and deployment projects for novel microgrid systems. ndeforest@lbl.gov 

Joey Franklin is a communications major at WSU. He is helping run communications for the UI-ASSIST and AGI programs. 
He is also the director of Diversity Equity and Inclusion for the Interfraternity Council. In his free time, he enjoys playing 
his guitar and watching sports. joseph.r.franklin@wsu.edu 



S.P.Gon Chaudhuri an Electrical Engineer from Jadavpur University is an International Expert in the field of Renewable 
Energy. He served Govt of Tripura. Govt of West Bengal and North Eastern Council for promotion of Renewable Energy. 
He was Director, WBREDA ,Govt of West Bengal and also Special Secretary (Energy) to the Govt of West Bengal. He did 
pioneering work in the field of Solar Photovoltaic .His work in Sundarbans received worldwide recognition. He received 
National Science Academy Award, Ashden Award  from UK and Euro Solar Award from Germany for his outstanding 
contribution in providing energy access to millions people in this planet. He worked throughout the world including 
different states of India to provide electricity in the unserved areas. The Mini grid concept was introduced by him. India’s 
first 2 MW grid connected Solar Power Plant in Asansol was introduced by him  He designed the first Floating Solar Power 
plant of India and commissioned in 2014.He is at present and Chairman of State Solar Power Committee, Govt of Tripura. 

He is also Visiting Professor of IIEST, Shibpur  . A fellow of Institute of Engineers,  India. Dr. Gon Chaudhuri travelled extensively throughout 
the world to realize his dream Energy for all. He has written four books on Renewable Energy. He is the Member in the Energy Expert 
Committee of Govt. of India. He is also the Chairman, International Solar Innovation Council,Helsinki. He was conferred with D.Sc by 
University of Calcutta and received “Shera Bangali” Award from a leading TV  Channel. He invented the popular Micro Solar Dome. 
nbirt2012@gmail.com 

Dr. Anita Gupta is an alum of Indian Institute of Technology, Delhi with Ph.D in Engineering and also alum of MANIT 
Bhopal and NIT Raipur. She possesses over 25 years+ of professional experience in Management of various initiatives of 
Government of India on Innovation, Entrepreneurship, Startups and Incubation at premier Technology Institutes with Pan 
India coverage. Having played a pivotal role in horizontal and vertical growth of incubators  and startups in the country, 
Dr. Anita has been a lead catalyst in establishing over 165 technology business incubators at various Institutions. Dr. Anita 
is instrumental in carving out and implementing National Initiative for Developing & Harnessing Innovation (NIDHI) 
program by DST. As a rapid response to tackle pandemic of Covid, she rolled out a program CAWACH (Centre for 
Augmenting War on Covid19 Health Crisis) to scout and support indigenous solutions led by startups, enabling faster 
market deployment. She is currently  heading Climate Change and Clean Energy Division with focus on driving Research, 

Development and Demonstration projects on Clean Energy Research Initiative including Solar Energy, Energy Storage, Hydrogen, Clean coal 
technologies, Methanol demo plants, Alternate fuels, Smart Grids, Building Energy Efficiency Carbon Capture and Utilisation. Few Bilateral 
/Multilateral projects have also been initiated in Clean energy domain. She is also steering Mission Innovation(MI), a global initiative of 24 
countries to catalyse Clean energy initiatives and actions and DST is the nodal department from India for MI. anigupta@nic.in 

Manish Gupta is pursuing a Master of Science (MS) by Research in Control and Automation from Indian Institute of 
Technology Kanpur (IIT Kanpur) (Batch 2021-2024), maintaining a commendable 9.0 CPI. He has successfully developed 
an advanced device capable of seamlessly collecting data from diverse sensors and transmitting it to a server using 
LoRaWAN technology. This device holds immense potential, particularly in the context of non-communicable energy 
meters. Leveraging interfaces such as optical, RS-485, and RS-232, it effectively gathers data from these meters and 
transmits it to a designated server or control center. manishkg21@iitk.ac.in 
 
 

Rabab Haider is a Postdoctoral Fellow at the NSF Artificial Intelligence Research Institute for Advances in Optimization and 
GeorgiaTech School of Industrial and Systems Engineering. Her research focuses on power systems operation under deep 
decarbonization with an emphasis on physics-informed machine learning for power systems, grid-edge intelligence in 
distribution grids, and the design of future electricity markets. Rabab received the Ph.D. degree and S.M degree in 
Mechanical Engineering from MIT, and B.A.Sc degree from the University of Toronto. Rabab is an MIT Energy Fellow, and 
past recipient of the MathWorks-MIT Mechanical Engineering Fellowship, Raj V Tahil Fellowship Fund Award, and Aarav 
Amar Bajpayee Memorial Prize. rhaider@mit.edu 

John Hieb is the principal distribution management system engineer at Snohomish County PUD. At Snohomish PUD, John 
has focused on distributed energy resource integration, long-term strategic planning, and is leading SnoPUD’s distribution 
automation project. He is a registered professional engineer and a 2007 graduate from the University of Idaho where he 
received a BSEE with a focus on power systems. John has a wide array of power industry experience with expertise on 
EMS/ADMS applications, transmission and distribution planning, and transient stability analysis in islanded grids with 
renewables. jdhieb@snopud.com 

Christine Horne is a professor of sociology at Washington State University. She studies the emergence, enforcement, and 
application of social norms. Recent research focuses on the energy transition and emerging smart grid. Her work has been 
published in the American Sociological Review, Social Psychology Quarterly, and Energy Policy. chorne@wsu.edu 
 



Dr. Hovsapian has three decades of professional experience, working for organizations such as General Dynamics, 
TRW, Northrop Grumman, and serving as an associate scholar scientist/faculty within the Mechanical Engineering 
department at Florida State University. Additionally, he held a crucial role as a program manager at the Center for 
Advanced Power Systems, a division of the Electric Ship Research and Development Consortium (ESRDC) for the Office 
of Naval Research.Presently, Dr. Hovsapian serves as a Research Advisor at the National Renewable Energy 
Laboratory. Prior to this, he served as a Scientist/Department Manager of Power & Energy Systems department at 

the Idaho National Laboratory. Dr. Hovsapian has made notable contributions to various fields, reflected in his numerous publications 
covering energy systems, thermodynamics optimization, thermal modeling, wind energy, and controls. Dr. Hovsapian's expertise extends 
beyond research, as he has successfully overseen the establishment and deployment of advanced flexible manufacturing start-up 
facilities across the globe. Operating on multiple continents and interacting with diverse cultures, these facilities have generated 
sophisticated defense electronics equipment, complex automotive systems, and advanced semiconductors. Dr. Hovsapian has received 
his Master of Science in Controls and a Ph.D. in Energy Systems from the Mechanical Engineering department at Florida State University. 
rob.hovsapian@nrel.gov 

Gary Huffman has 30+ years of utility design, construction and operations experience and currently serves as a Senior 
Client Relations Manager for Burns & McDonnell’s Transmission & Distribution business line. In this capacity he supports 
utility clients in the development of strategies designed to support Grid Modernization to improve system reliability and 
resiliency through the deployment of innovative smart grid technology. Gary is currently the Vice Chair of the EEI 
Distribution Reliability / Resiliency Working Group and Chair of the IEEE Distribution Resiliency Working Group. He holds a 
BS degree in Manufacturing and Industrial Engineering from California State Polytechnic University, Pomona and a 
Project Management Certification from the University of California Irvine. gbhuffman@burnsmcd.com 

Linli Jia is currently working towards the PhD degree in electrical and computer engineering at Washington State 
University, Pullman, WA, US. Her current research interests include distribution system resilience evaluation and optimal 
operation with consideration of rich DERs integration. She received the B.E. degree in electrical engineering from the 
Shanxi University, Taiyuan, China, in 2010, and the M.E. degree in electrical engineering from North China Electric 
University, Beijing, China, in 2013. Before enrolled in the PhD program, she had worked as an electrical engineer with 
Shanxi Economic and Technical Research Institute of SGCC, Taiyuan, Shanxi, China. linli.jia@wsu.edu 

Shruti Kahaliya received her Master's in Power Systems from Malaviya National Institute of Technology Jaipur, India. She 
is pursuing a Ph.D. at the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology Delhi, India. Her research 
interests include Power System Analysis and Optimisation, Decentralized Power Grid Architectures, Distribution System 
Operators, Grid Integration of Electric Vehicles and other battery storage systems, and Flexibility Markets. 
Shruti.Kahaliya@ee.iitd.ac.in 
 

Vanaja Kankarla is an Assistant Professor - Soil Science in the Department of Marine and Earth Sciences at Florida Gulf 
Coast University (FGCU), Fort Myers, Florida. Earlier, she was a post-doctoral research associate in the Department of Soil 
and Crop Sciences at Texas A&M University, College Station, Texas. Broadly her research combines agronomy, soil 
science, crop-weed nutrient management, and competition studies and developing decision support tools for solving 
agricultural and environmental challenges. vkankarla@fgcu.edu 
 

Dr. Amey Karkare completed his Ph.D. from IIT Bombay in 2009 and his B.Tech. from IIT Kanpur in 1998. His areas of 
interest include Intelligent Tutoring Systems, Program Analysis, Compiler Optimizations, and Functional Programming. He 
has more than seven years of industrial experience, most of which is in Compiler Optimizations. He is a Professor and 
current Head in the Department of CSE at IIT Kanpur. karkare@iitk.ac.in 

Arun Kumar Karngala received his Bachelor of Technology in electrical engineering from the National Institute of 
Technology, Warangal, in May 2014. He is a doctoral candidate in the electrical engineering department at Texas A&M 
University in College Station, TX. Before that, he was employed with the National Mineral Development Corporation 
(NMDC) in India's NISP plant power distribution department for two years. He was the Director for the 5th Annual Texas 
Power and Energy Conference (TPEC) 2021. He received the Thomas W. Powell'62 and Powell Industries Inc. fellowship 
for the 2022 academic year. His primary research interests include reliability analysis of power systems, grid edge, 

behind-the-meter DER integration, Blockchain for energy, and energy for Blockchain. arun.particlephy@tamu.edu 



Rabia is pursuing her Ph.D. at the School of Electrical Engineering and Computer Science, Washington State University 
(WSU), Pullman, WA. She is the recipient of the Fulbright Scholarship for her Masterâ€™s degree at WSU, 2015-2017. She 
has been an assistant coordinator for graduate school at WSU. Her current research is on D.C. islanded microgrids for 
rural electrification. Her research interests are optimal power flow, power dispatch, and neighborhood-level power-
sharing for rural electrification. She has done projects related to microgrid modeling and optimization. Rabia has interned 
in the research participant program at NREL, where she worked on DC microgrids, MIRACL (Microgrids, Infrastructure 
Resilience, and advanced Controls launchpad) projects, and electric vehicles (EVs). She has also worked on women 
empowerment and gender work on the USAID-NREL project.  rabia.khan@wsu.edu 

Meenakshi Khandelwal is a PhD Research Scholar in the Department of Electrical Engineering at Indian Institute of 
Technology Delhi (IITD). Currently working with Prof. Abhijit R. Abhyankar, her research interests include Distribution 
Markets, Distribution system operator, Power system optimization, Virtual power plant. Meenakshi19.iitd@gmail.com 
 

Pritpal Khanuja works for L&T PT&D as Head of Product Management. He has expertise in delivering software based 
Digital Solutions for Energy Storage, Solar power plant controller, Electric Vehicle, Microgrid, and digital substation 
solutions.  Prior to L&T, he worked in GE Renewable as an Architect and Product Development lead for Microgrid and 
Digital Energy Solutions. k-pritpal@lntecc.com 
 

Mohammad Khoshjahan (Graduate Student Member, IEEE) received the B.Sc. and M.Sc. degrees in electrical engineering 
from Amirkabir University of Technology, Tehran, Iran, and Sharif University of Technology, Tehran, Iran, in 2015 and 
2017, respectively. He is currently a graduate research assistant and is pursuing the Ph.D. degree with the department of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering, Texas A&M University, College Station, TX.  He was a recipient of the 2021 Texas 
A&M Energy Institute Graduate, and the 2019, 2021, and 2022 Thomas & Powell Industries fellowships. He also served as 
the technical chair at the 2021 IEEE Texas Power and Energy Conference (TPEC 2021). His research interests include 
electricity market design, power grid operation, smart grid, system flexibility and reliability. mohammad.kh@tamu.edu 

Mukesh Kumar is a Research Associate at the Electricity and Fuels Division in TERI since June-2018. At TERI, he is working 
on distribution level battery energy storage systems (BESS), electric vehicles, RE integration, and power sector policies. 
Battery energy storage system sizing & siting, control logic development for charge/discharge, technical review of the 
pilot implementation of BESS and accessing the impact of EV charging, V2G, V2H, battery swapping on the grid and EV 
charging infrastructure, EV-EVCI standards. EV awareness web portal development and framework design. Mr. Kumar 
holds a master’s degree in Renewable energy from MNIT Jaipur, India, and a bachelor’s degree in electrical engineering 
from RTU Kota, India. mukesh.kumar1@teri.res.in 

Arindam Maitra is an energy industry executive with verifiable continued success achieving strategic objectives for 
electric utilities, strategic partners, and community stakeholders in the areas of integrated grid T&D planning, community 
microgrids, advanced energy communities, distributed energy resources (DER), electric vehicles integration, and power 
electronics applications. Extensive experience in building, cultivating, and leading diverse, cross-disciplinary teams in 
strategic planning, design, and implementation of transformative initiatives to achieve step-change business results.  
Recognized as a subject matter expert and industry leader in energy storage and microgrids, new technology evaluations, 

and defining the next horizon of the electric utility industry primary author of white papers; speaker at industry conferences; and holder of 
U.S. patents. Passionate about mitigating climate change and driving social equity. Dr Arindam Maitra has 2 + decades experience working at 
Electric Power Research Institute (EPRI). arindam.maitra@lntecc.com 

Mukesh Maurya received the B.Tech degree in electrical engineering from Babu Banarsi Das National Institute of 
Technology & Management, Lucknow, India in 2018 and the M.Tech. Degree in Energy Engineering specialization in 
Material from the Indian Institute of Technology Mandi, India, in 2021. He was a Project Associate with the Indian 
Institute of Technology Mandi, India, in 2021. He is currently working toward a Ph.D. degree at the Indian Institute of 
Technology Kanpur, Kanpur, India. His research interests include power electronics, microgrid, EV charging, hybrid energy 
storage, and EV drive. mukeshm21@iitk.ac.in 

Ben McCornack was raised in western Washington, moved to Pullman in 2016 to earn his bachelors in electrical 
engineering. He graduated in 2019 and began work with SEL as an automation engineer.  After working there for 3 years 
developing PowerMAX microgrid controllers, an opportunity came to return to WSU for a graduate degree. He is 
currently working on a VVC for UI-Assist. benjamin.mccornack@wsu.edu 
 



Gururaj Mirle Vishwanath is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering, IIT Kanpur. He received 
his Ph.D in the area of power system from IIT Roorkee. His area of interests includes development of Renewable 
penetration challenges to the grid, EV integration Challenges to Power Systems, Machine learning application to power 
systems. He is Co-PI in the Indo-US collaborative UI-ASSIST Project. He is also the recipient of POSOCO Power System 
Award under Doctoral thesis category for the year 2021, AWSAR Award 2021 for popular science story under PDF 
category. He has in total 20 International Publications including 5 IEEE Transactions. He is serving as a reviewer in the IEEE 
Transactions of Power Systems, Smart Grid, Sustainable Energy, Industry Applications, IEEE PES General Meeting etc. He 
is also the member of IEEE, Vice-Chairman of IEEE PES Student Chapter from UP section. gururajmv@iitk.ac.in 

Arun Kumar Mishra, currently serves as Executive Director, POWERGRID for Grid Automation, IT and ERP functions. I have 
served as CEO EESL and Director of National Smart Grid Mission (NSGM) under Ministry of Power Government of India 
earlier. I am nominated as India’s alternate  member to ISGAN (International Smart Grid Action Network) Executive 
Committee and currently serving as Vice Chair. A graduate in Electrical Engineering (REC/NIT Kurukshetra-1985), Mr. 
Mishra holds Post Graduate Diploma in Human Resources Management (IGNOU-1996). He has more than 37 years’ 
experience with major focus on Selection of Information and Communication Technology (ICT) solutions in utilities for 
operational effectiveness and business transformation including planning, design and implementation and funding. As 
Director National Smart Grid Mission have coordinated National Policy and programs for Smart Grids. He has been a 

Distinguished member of the CIGRE. He is member of BIS (Indian National Standards setting body) Sectional Committee of Power System 
Control and Associated Communications LITD-10. akmishra@powergrid.in 

Abheejeet Mohapatra I am an Associate Professor in the Department of Electrical Engineering at Indian Institute of 
Technology (IIT) Kanpur, and also the India Co-lead of UI-ASSIST. I joined IIT Kanpur as an Assistant Professor on Feb 19, 
2015. Before IIT Kanpur, I was a research associate at IIT Delhi during June - Dec 2014. I got the PhD degree in Electrical 
Engineering and MTech degree in Power Systems from IIT Delhi in Nov 2014 and July 2010, respectively. My research 
interests are robust optimization for operation and planning of power networks, AC and DC microgrid protection, 
stability, security and control of power networks with renewable resources. I love cycling and listening soundtracks/ 
scores. abheem@iitk.ac.in 

Japtosh Mondal is a PhD student in Khulna University of Engineering & Technology (KUET). Being an excellent researcher 
on "Power system stability and control in Microgrid" has always been a goal of his. He is hoping through UI-ASSIST, he can 
continue to learn and share ideas throughout his career. jmondal.bsmrstu@gmail.com 
 

Francisco Neto is a consultant with distribution grid experience in feeder model validation, feeder design, load capacity 
and resiliency studies, hosting capacity analysis, smart inverter studies, OH and UG distribution design in various voltage 
levels, and construction coordination with field personnel. He also has experience in the IT/OT convergence field, where 
he has been either the System Architect or Project Manager for a DERMS and an ADMS project. jneto@burnsmcd.com 

Narayana Prasad Padhy, received his Ph.D., from Anna University, India in the year 1997. He has profound research 
experience in power systems and Smartgrid and is successfully leading multiple national and bilateral research projects in 
collaboration with USA, Italy, China, Canada, UK and Denmark. Currently Dr. Narayan Prasad Padhy, is the Director of 
Malaviya National Institute of Technology, Jaipur and Mentor Director-IIIT Kota, India. Prior to his joining as director, he 
was serving as Professor (HAG), Ravi Mohan Mangal Institute Chair, full time Professor, Dean of Academic Affairs, 
Institute Chair Professor and also worked as NEEPCO Chair Professor. He has been Nominated both as a Fellow of Indian 

National Academy of India (FNAE) and Fellow of The Institution of Engineering and Technology, UK(FIET). He has also been awarded 
“Humboldt Research Fellowship for Experienced Researchers” by Alexander von Humboldt Foundation, and Better Opportunities for Young 
Scientists in Chosen Areas of Science &amp; Technology (BOYSCAST) Fellowship under Ministry of Science and Technology, Govt. of India. 
Recognizing his contribution in the power system and smart grid, IEEE Power &amp; Energy Society, USA awarded him with IEEE PES Chapter 
Outstanding Engineer Award. He is also representing India as a national lead in Mission Innovation Challenges #1 on Smart Grid and is also 
handling a resource centre on Mission Innovation challenge on Smart grids at IIT Roorkee funded by DST, India. He has published a text book 
titled ‘Artificial Intelligence and Intelligent System’. nppadhy@ee.iitr.ac.in 

Sanjeev Pannala is working as a Research Assistant Professor at Energy System Innovation Center, Washington State 
University Pullman. Currently, he serves as a technical co-lead to US -India jointly funded UI-ASSIST project. He worked on 
the India-UK HEAPD project from October 2014-January 2018 to earn his Ph.D. degree at the Indian Institute of 
Technology Roorkee (IITR), India. He received the Doctoral POSOCO Power System Award in 2020 for contributions 
during Ph.D. He received the best paper award at IEEE National Conference ICAER, India in 2013 and runner up certificate 

for the "RT-RMS tool " in the resilience week conference competition, USA in 2020. He is a member of the IEEE PES Working group on 



“Distribution System Resiliency”, “Microgrid Applications and Implementation” and IEEE Taskforce on “PSOPE BPSO Tools for Resiliency”. 
And also a member of various  PES subcommittees “PEEC”, “DSC” and “DERSC”. He is serving as a secretary to PES TF on “Solid State 
Transformer integration in distribution grids”. Currently, he is working on distribution system resiliency, Advanced distribution management 
system, microgrids, and data analytics under the umbrella of smart grid. He published 30 research articles including transactions and peer-
reviewed international conferences, and also filed a Patent at IPR-India. sanjeev.pannala@wsu.edu 

Alex Papalexopoulos is the CEO of ECCO International which provides consulting and software services in the area of 
market design and smart grid development to a wide range of clients such as Governments, Regulators, 
ISOs/RTOs/TSOs/PXs, Utilities, Generators and Traders. Alex has designed organized energy markets in about 15 
countries in North and South America, Europe and Asia. He is also the CEO and Chairman of the Board of ZOME Energy 
Networks, an energy software company which specializes in the research, development and commercialization of smart 
grid and demand response management technologies. The company is currently implementing Energy Management 

Programs for the mass residential and commercial market and creates VPPs to offer services in the wholesale energy markets and solve grid 
problems. Prior to forming ECCO, Alex worked at PG&E where he was Director of the Electricity Restructuring Group. He is the 1992 recipient 
of PG&E's Wall of Fame Award, the 1996 recipient of IEEE’s First Prize Paper Award and a Fellow of IEEE. Alex received the Electrical and 
Mechanical Engineering Diploma from NTUA, Athens, Greece and the M.S. and Ph.D. degrees in Electrical Engineering from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology. In 2016 he was bestowed the award of the honorary Professor at the University of Patras, Greece. 
alexp@eccointl.com 

Rajendra Prasad Patury is presently Professor-Emeritus in Andhra University, Visakhapatnam, India. His areas of interest 
are alternate energy sources, including geothemal energy, solar, tidal, wind, coastal resources and processes and water 
recovery from resource and waste. rpatury@yahoo.com 

Michael Pesin is Deputy Assistant Secretary for the Advanced Grid Research and Development Division at the U.S. 
Department of Energy's Office of Electricity. His organization is responsible for the development and management of 
projects for “next generation” electricity delivery technologies and supporting activities to accelerate their introduction to 
the marketplace. Mr. Pesin has over 30 years of experience in the electric utility industry. He is licensed professional 
engineer and most of his career worked at electric utility companies leading engineering and technology organizations 
and directing development and execution of advanced technology programs spanning entire electric grid infrastructure 
from generation to transmission, distribution, and customers. Prior to joining DOE Mr. Pesin was also the founder and 
president of a management consulting company working with utilities, technology companies, and investors. He was a 
board member at several technology organizations, is actively involved with a number of electric power industry groups 

and is frequent speaker at the industry events. michael.pesin@hq.doe.gov 

Vijayamohanan Pillai is an electrochemist. Heworked in the area of electrochemical energy storage when working as a 
director of one of the National Labs belonging to CSIR. Currently, he is a professor at IISER - Tirupati. He works in the area 
of Materials Electrochemistry where many new materials including 2D materials are designed for applications like  
electrocatalysis, Batteries and Fuel cells. vijay@iisertirupati.ac.in 

Md Fazley Rafy is a second-year Ph.D. student in Computer Science working as a Research Assistant under the 
supervision of Dr. Anurag Srivastava at West Virginia University. His research revolves around the security and resiliency 
of Cyber-Physical Energy Systems. As a part of the US-India CollAborative For Smart Distribution System WIth Storage (UI-
ASSIST), he actively contributes to various tasks, including Co-simulated Cyber-Physical System Development, Security 
assessment, and resiliency tool development. He also plays a crucial role in validating existing state-of-the-art security 
frameworks and implementing improved techniques. In addition to his professional commitments, Md Fazley Rafy serves 
as the secretary of Cyber-WVU, where he contributes to fostering a secure digital environment. He also acts as the 
coordinator of the WVU Hazing Task Force, demonstrating his commitment to creating a safe and inclusive academic 
community. Moreover, he is a valued student member of IEEE and an ambassador of IEEE-Xtreme, where he actively 

participates in promoting technological advancements and knowledge-sharing among peers. During his leisure time, Md Fazley Rafy finds 
solace in nature through activities like hiking. He also enjoys nurturing plants in his garden and exploring culinary delights through his cooking 
endeavors. These hobbies serve as a source of relaxation and inspiration for him. mr00065@mix.wvu.edu 

Olive Ray is an Assistant Professor at Indian Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar, Odisha, India. He has completed his 
masters and doctoral degree from IIT Kanpur, India. He was a research engineer at GE Global research Bangalore. His 
areas of interest are in power electronic converter, storage integration and electric vehicle subsystems. He is the co-PI 
from IIT Bhubaneswar in UI-ASSIST project. olive@iitbbs.ac.in 



J.B.V.Reddy is a graduate in Electronics & Communication Engineering from Delhi College of Engineering and MS 
(Research) from IIT Delhi. He has done his doctoral thesis on “Advanced Signal Processing and Machine Intelligence 
Techniques for Power Quality Assessment” from SOA University, Bhubaneswar. He has a professional career of more 
than two decades in promotion of science & technology through policy framework as well as direct intervention through 
various national and international R&D promotional programmes. At present, he is implementing clean energy research 
scheme supporting projects in the area of Smart Grids, Building Energy Efficiency, Methanol & DME, Air Pollution and 

Clean Coal Technologies involving academic institutions, national R&D labs and industry. jbvreddy@nic.in 

Ahmed Y Saber received the Ph.D. degree from University of the Ryukyus, Japan, in 207. He is currently VP Optimization 
and AI, ETAP, USA. He develops tools for forecasting, optimization, operation and control of intelligent power systems in 
ETAP using state-of-the-art deterministic, stochastic and intelligent methods. His timely research has been funded 
nationally and internationally including DoE. He won the IEEE Outstanding Engineer Award in Southern California, USA 
among more than 12,000 engineers for his contributions on smart-grid in 2012. He has published over 75 technical 
papers and holds 3 patents on intelligent power system. His research interests include AI/ML for power system, smart-
grid, storage, renewables, power system forecasting-optimization, cyber-security, real-time systems, and operations 
research. ahmed.saber@etap.com 

Subhransu Ranjan Samantaray currently holds the position of  Head of the School and OPTCL Chair Professor in the 
School of Electrical Sciences, Indian Institute of Technology Bhubaneswar, India.. His major research interests include 
PMU and wide area measurement, intelligent protection for transmission systems including FACTs, Micro-grid protection 
including distributed generation, Micro-grid planning, Wide-area based dynamic security assessment in large power 
networks and Smart-Grid Technologies. He has received prestigious SERB STAR Award-2021, Director’s Commendation 
for Outstanding Research-2021, IEEE PES Chapter Outstanding Engineer Award-2020, NASI-SCOPUS Young Scientists 
Awards-2015, IEEE PES Technical Committee Prize Paper Award-2012, Samanta Chandra Sekhar Award, Odisha Bigyana 

Acadmey-2010 etc. He is an Associate Editor of IEEE Systems Journal, past Editor of IEEE Transactions on Smart Grid, IEEE Transactions on 
Power Delivery, Associate Editor, IET, Generation, Transmission &amp; Distribution, Member, IEEE Power Systems Stability Sub-Committee, 
and Guest Editor, IEEE Sensor Journal. He is a Fellow,  Indian National Academy of Engineering (INAE) in 2022 and Fellow,  Institution of 
Engineering and Technology (IET), UK. srs@iitbbs.ac.in 

A. K. Saxena currently heads the Electricity and Fuels Division in The Energy and Resources Institute (TERI). He has over 40 
years of experience in the power sector in India.  He has worked with the Central Electricity Authority, Ministry of Power 
and Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC). Post retirement from Government service in 2016, he is with TERI 
where he leads various projects in the Power Sector.   Key areas of focus of his work at present include Energy Transition, 
Just Transition, Smart Distribution with Energy Storage, E-mobility, Demand Side Management, Smart Grid, Cross-border 
Electricity Trade etc., which involve a strong interaction with power utilities in the country as well as leading 
organisations/institutes in India and other countries.  He was Chair/Member/Convenor of Committees set up by CERC 
and is currently Chairperson of  Industry Advisory Board of IIT-K & La Trobe University Research Academy.  Mr. Saxena 
holds a Master’s degree in Electrical Engineering and MBA.  He is a Fellow of Institution of Engineers (India) and he is a 

member of IEEE. ak.saxena@teri.res.in 

Noel N. Schulz is the Edmund O. Schweitzer III Chair in Power Apparatus and Systems in the School of Electrical 
Engineering and Computer Science at Washington State University Pullman.  She has been a Chief Scientist at the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) since February 2020.  She has a joint appointment at PNNL as part of the 
PNNL/WSU Advanced Grid Institute (AGI).  In August 2021, she started her role as Co-Director of AGI.  Dr. Schulz has been 
active for over 29 years in teaching, research and service at six U.S. universities. In research and graduate studies, she has 
graduated 45 MS and 15 PhD students; published 175 papers and 2 book chapters; and brought in over $40M in external 
research through individual and collaborative projects including a U.S. National Science Foundation CAREER award.   She 

is the US administrative lead for the US DOE funded $30M project, US-India Collaborative for Smart Distribution System with Storage (UI-
ASSIST), involving 15 US partners and 15 Indian partners. In addition to her technical activities, Dr. Schulz has been very involved in activities 
related to the recruitment, retention and advancement of women and multicultural students and professionals in STEM careers.  She is also 
an advocate for advancing power engineering workforce. She is a Fellow of IEEE and the American Society for Engineering Education.  Dr. 
Schulz spent 12 years on the IEEE PES Governing Board including two years, 2012 and 2013, as PES President. noel.schulz@wsu.edu 

Ben Shannon is an electrical engineer working in Avista Utilities' Energy Innovation Lab where the team looks to 
operationalize new grid solutions for the benefit of the Utility. He has worked at Avista for six years primarily on 
distribution systems. He is a graduate of Washington State University with his bachelor's degree in electrical engineering 
with an emphasis in power systems. ben.shannon@avistacorp.com 



Ankush Sharma is currently working as associate professor in the department of electrical engineering at IIT Kanpur. Prior 
to joining the IIT Kanpur, he was working as assistant professor in the school of electrical sciences at IIT Bhubaneswar. In 
addition to academic experience of around 6 years, he has close to 16 years of industry experience, primarily in the 
Power system and smart grid domain. He holds Ph.D. and M. Tech. degrees in Electrical Engineering from IIT Kanpur and 
B. Tech. degree in Electrical Engineering from HBTI Kanpur. He is also a certified Project Management professional 
(PMP®) from Project Management Institute (PMI), USA and holds MBA degree in Finance. He has received various awards 
in his academic and professional career, including POSOCO Power System Award (PPSA) in 2015 for one of the best PhD 
thesis works. He has also received various appreciations and accolades during his professional and academic tenure. He is 
a senior member of IEEE. ansharma@iitk.ac.in 

Madhav Sharma is currently pursuing a Ph.D. in the Department of Industrial and Management Engineering at the Indian 
Institute of Technology, Kanpur, under the guidance of Prof. Dr. Anoop Singh. His research focuses on 'Energy 
Management in Distributed Energy Systems,' specifically in the areas of Mini/Microgrids and Smart Grids. His research 
addresses key issues such as appropriate sizing and policy adoption of Minigrids, the financial viability of Minigrids, and 
the estimation of demand response potential. Additionally, he works as a Senior Student Research Associate on project 
UI-ASSIST. He holds a Master's degree in Electrical Energy Systems from GBPUAT, Pantnagar, where he worked on 
Maximum Power Point Tracking of Solar-PV using Boost Converter. He completed his Bachelor's degree in Electrical and 

Electronics Engineering from Dr. A.P.J. Abdul Kalam Technical University, formerly known as Uttar Pradesh Technical University. 
madhavsh@iitk.ac.in 

Anoop Singh has more than 20 years’ experience in academics and industry. Dr. Singh founded the Centre for Energy 
Regulation (CER) and Energy Analytics Lab (EAL) at IIT Kanpur. Regularly contributes regulatory and policy submissions to 
Ministry of Power, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy, NITI Aayog, Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC) 
and the State Electricity Regulatory Commissions (SERCs). He has been a member of numerous committees/working 
groups. His areas of interest include power sector reforms and regulation, power market development, energy/electricity 
pricing, renewable energy, smart grid, energy analytics, climate policy modelling, project financing and cross-border 
energy cooperation. He has several research papers and four books to his credit. He also worked earlier with Haryana 
Electricity Regulatory Commission. He is currently the editor of Regulatory Insights – a newsletter of CER, and Power 
Chronicle – a newsletter of EAL. He has undertaken assignments with the ADB, the World Bank, the UNCTAD, the 

UNU/IAS, the AIT, University of Cambridge, the Planning Commission as well as the industry. He has been a member of numerous 
committees/working groups. He is currently on the Central Advisory Committee (CAC) of CERC, and State Advisory Committee for the 
Electricity Regulatory Commissions of Delhi (DERC) and Meghalaya (MSERC). anoops@iitk.ac.in 

Diksha Singh is a PhD research scholar at the Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur. Her research interests include 
distribution systems, electric vehicle grid integration and grid resilience enhancement. She is an active IEEE Graduate 
student member and volunteers in the capacity of Secretary, PES, IEEE SBC, IIT Kanpur. She has done her M.Tech. in 
Power System Engineering from the Indian Insititute of Technology, Dhanbad. dikshasi@iitk.ac.in 

Shiv. K. Singh received an M. Tech degree in Digital Electronics from Kamla KNIT Sultanpur (UP), India in 2018. Presently 
he is working as a Research Establishment Officer in the Department of Electrical Engineering, Indian Institute of 
Technology Kanpur, Kanpur since September 2020. His research interest includes Smart Grid applications to power 
systems, Renewable energy integration, Advanced Metering Infrastructure (AMI) & System integration and Power system 
automation and control (SCADA). shivks@iitk.ac.in 

Merrill Smith has been managing various R&D activities in the Advanced Grid R&D Division of the Office of Electricity 
since 2006. Currently she is working on projects to advance grid resilience including managing the UI-ASSIST program. 
She has managed a range of projects and technologies including smart grid demonstrations, microgrids, distributed 
energy generation and combined heat and power, low emissions combustion technologies, advanced materials (ceramic 
composites), and various industrial energy efficiency technologies. Prior to DOE she worked as a civil design engineer and 
construction manager. Merrill is a civil engineer from Virginia Tech and George Washington University. 
merrill.smith@hq.doe.gov 



Sushil K. Soonee Former and Founder Chief Executive Officer ,Power System Operation Corporation Ltd. Soonee 
specializes in Power System Operation, Planning, Commercial, Settlement, Restoration and entire gamut of Power 
Pooling and Governance. Other areas of interest include Electricity Markets, Open Access, Regulatory affairs besides 
expertise in Load Despatch Technology, integration of Renewable Energy including REC Mechanism, Transmission Pricing 
and development of Ancillary Services. Soonee has first-hand four decades of experience of Power System Operation of 
various Regional Grids of India and has worked extensively towards Integration of Grids leading to the formation of the 
National Grid and now SAARC Grid. Soonee has represented India on the CIGRE Study Committee C2 on Power System 

Operation and the CIGRE Study Committee C5 on Electricity Markets and Regulation. S K Soonee is a Life Fellow of Institution of Engineers 
(India) , Fellow IEEE, Distinguished Alumnus IIT Kharagpur, Distinguished Member CIGRE , Fellow INAE , International Member NAE ,USA . 
sksoonee@gmail.com 

Anurag K. Srivastava is a Raymond J. Lane Professor and Chairperson of the Computer Science and Electrical Engineering 
Department at the West Virginia University. He is also an adjunct professor at the Washington State University and senior 
scientist at the Pacific Northwest National Lab. He received his Ph.D. degree in electrical engineering from the Illinois 
Institute of Technology in 2005. His research interest includes data-driven algorithms for power system operation and 
control including resiliency analysis. In past years, he has worked in a different capacity at the Réseau de transport 
d´électricité in France; RWTH Aachen University in Germany; PEAK Reliability Coordinator, Idaho National Laboratory, 
PJM Interconnection, Schweitzer Engineering Lab (SEL), GE Grid Solutions, Massachusetts Institute of Technology and 

Mississippi State University in USA; Indian Institute of Technology Kanpur in India; as well as at Asian Institute of Technology in Thailand. He is 
serving as co-chair of the microgrid working group, vice-chair of power system operation SC, chair of PES voltage stability working group, 
chair of PES synchrophasors applications working group, co-chair of distributed optimization application in power grid, vice-chair of tools for 
power grid resilience TF, past-chair of the IEEE Power & Energy Society’s (PES) PEEC committee, and member of CIGRE C4C2-58 Voltage 
Stability, C4.47/ C2.25 Resilience WG, D2.52 AI for Power Grid. He is an IEEE Fellow, IEEE PES/ IAS Distinguished Lecturer, and the author of 
more than 300 technical publications including a book. anurag.srivastava@mail.wvu.edu 

Prof.  Suresh  Chandra  Srivastava  received  B.Tech.  degree in  Electrical  Engineering  from  Institute  of Technology, 
Banaras Hindu University, India and Ph.D. from IIT Delhi India. He worked at Engineers India Limited New Delhi during 
1976-1988 in its Project Engineering and Engineering Technology Development divisions. From November 1988 till  
December 2020, he has been with the Department of Electrical Engineering at IIT Kanpur, where he became ‘Professor’ 
in December 1995. He is serving as Director, IIT Kanpur-La Trobe University Research Academy and Distinguished Visiting 
Professor at IIT Kanpur since January 2021. He also served as Head of Electrical Engineering Department, Dean R&D, and 

Deputy Director at IIT Kanpur. During August 2008-July 2009, he was a ‘Visiting Research Professor’ in the ECE Department at Mississippi 
State University, USA, Visiting Faculty at AIT Bangkok during 1996-97, and Visiting Professor at University of Western Ontario during Summer 
2005. He held ‘P.K. Kelkar’ and ‘Ministry of Labor and Employment’ Chair Professor positions at IIT Kanpur. His research interests include 
Power System Security, Synchrophasor Applications, AC/DC Microgrid and Smart Grid. He Has been PI/co-PI to about 24 sponsored research 
and consultancy projects, and had led ‘UI- ASSIST’ project from India. He has served in the governing council and expert committee of several 
government organizations and utilities in India. He is Fellow of the IEEE, INAE, Institution of Engineers (India), IETE (India). scs@iitk.ac.in 

Tiffani Stubbefield is the UI-ASSIST Operations Coordinator. She has been with Washington State University for over two 
years. Prior to WSU, Tiffani spent 15 years working in various administrative roles and development. Her passion lies in 
thanking people and keeping things moving forward. Outside of work, she enjoys spending time with her family and 
getting on the water any chance she can. t.stubblefield@wsu.edu 

Kamakshi Swain is working as a senior power systems engineer at Synergy Systems and solutions. Before this, she worked 
as a post-doctoral research associate at the Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) Kanpur. She received a dual degree 
(M.Tech+ Ph.D.) from the National Institute of Technology (NIT) Patna in electrical engineering in 2019. Her research 
interest lies at the intersection of physical power and cyber systems for advancing the security of complex cyber-physical 
power systems advanced distribution management systems (ADMS), microgrid operational strategies, hardware security 
of field devices, and telecommunication protocols. kamakshi_swain@s3india.com 

Geoffrey is a PhD student with the Murrow College of Communications working with UI-Assist to help with 
communications goals, education, and research. His research focuses on Science Communication and the way in which 
technology interacts with how people communicate. geoffrey.thatcher@wsu.edu 



Priya Thomas, Program Officer at the Indo-US Science and Technology Forum (IUSSTF) in New Delhi, India. She has 
assisted in implementing, and monitoring various programs administered by the IUSSTF including the Indo-US Joint Clean 
Energy Research and Development Center. She received her B.E. in biomedical engineering from the Rajiv Gandhi College 
of Engineering at Anna University in 2011 and her M.Tech. in biomedical engineering from VIT University, Vellore in 2012.  
Pthomas@iusstf.org 

Sri A.K.Tripathy was Director Research and Senior Professor in the Electrical and Electronics Department of Silicon 
Institute of Technology at Bhubaneswar  and also an adjunct professor to Electrical engineering Dept. He had a 
distinguished career spanning 37 years in Industry and Research organization of repute before joining the present 
assignment. Sri Tripathy headed the Transmission and Distribution division of BHEL, before joining as Director General of 
Central Power Research Institute (CPRI) at Bangalore in 2004. Sri Tripathy was involved in several high valued commercial 
and research projects, consultancy assignments, and National level planning  in the Energy sector. He pioneered several 
first time power electronics projects (HVDC and FACTS) successfully in the country and is given the credit of making 
important contributions in these fields. He received the Anusandhan ( research) award of BHEL and P.M.Ahluwalia award 
of CBIP Govt. of India for outstanding contribution to Power Sector in 2002 and 2004. He is a fellow of National Academy 

of Engineers and Fellow and chartered engineer of the Institution of Engineers India. He is a senior member of IEEE and was chairman of IEEE 
Bangalore section 2006-2008. Presently he is CHAIR of PES SECTION Bhubaneswar subsection. Sri Tripathy is presently Director in the Board 
of two distribution companies of TATAs, Member State Advisory Board OERC, Expert member DST for Indo US and Indo UK projects, and 
member steering Committee of NAMPET in DEITY Govt of India. Sri Tripathy is a distinguished INAE-AICTE Professor. 
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Samantha Ulam is the clerical assistant for the Energy Systems Innovation Center at Washington State University. She 
assists in any clerical duties ESIC may need along with any that UI-ASSIST or AGI may need. She is currently pursuing a B.S. 
in Microbiology on the pre-med track and is also a student of the Honors College at WSU. While she may not be pursuing 
a career in engineering, she enjoys being in the world of power engineering. samantha.ulam@wsu.edu 

Mani Vadair is an IEEE Fellow, electricity industry visionary, and leader delivering strategic services to a global set of 
utilities, vendors, and service providers seeking deep subject matter expertise in setting the business and technical 
direction to develop the next-generation electric/energy system. As a Business Architect, Dr. Vadari has delivered 
solutions focusing on Transmission/Distribution/ generation operations, Energy markets, and Smart Grid for over 35 
years. In addition, he is an Adjunct Professor at Washington State University and an Affiliate Professor at the University of 
Washington. He has published two popular books, “Smart Grid Redefined: Transformation of the Electric Utility” and 
“Electric System Operations – Evolving to the Modern Grid, 2nd Edition”, and over a hundred industry papers, articles, 
and blogs. His books serve as textbooks at several universities in the US and worldwide.  
mani.vadari@moderngridsolutions.com 

S. S. (Mani) Venkata: I am President of Venkata Consulting Solutions LLC.  I am continuing my association as Affiliate 
Professor of Electrical and Computer Engineering with the University of Washington (UW), Seattle, Washington where I 
taught since 1979. I was with GE Power/Alstom Grid Inc. from January 2011 to September 2017. I am a Life Fellow of the 
IEEE. At the IEEE level, I served as a member of the IEEE Fellows Committee for six years. I also served on the PES Board 
as Vice-President, Publications PES during 2004-07. In 2016 I received the Robert M. Janowiak Outstanding Leadership 
and Service Award from ECEDHA. In 2015 I received the IEEE PES Douglas M. Staszesky Distribution Automation Award. I 
received the IEEE Millennium Award in 2000. In 1996, I received the Outstanding Power Engineering Educator Award 
from the IEEE Power Engineering Society. ssvenkata@comcast.net 

Shubham Verma is a dedicated Research Scholar in the Department of Electrical Engineering at the esteemed Indian 
Institute of Technology Kanpur, India. With a strong educational background, he has completed the B.Tech in Electrical 
Engineering and M.Tech in Electrical Drives, paving the way for his current pursuit of a Ph.D. in Power Engineering, which 
began in 2020. In addition to his studies in India, he is privileged to be a short-term scholar at WSU in Pullman, WA, USA. 
This international exposure has broadened his perspective and enriched his research endeavors. Shubham’s primary 
research interests revolve around various aspects of electrical power systems. Specifically focused on areas such as 
Demand Response, Ancillary Services, RES Integrated Systems, Voltage and Frequency Regulation, Distribution Networks, 

Price Mechanisms, and Demand Side Management. By exploring these topics, he is able to contribute to the development of sustainable and 
efficient power systems that can meet the ever-growing demands of modern society. Shubham is dedicated to conducting rigorous research, 
leveraging cutting-edge technologies and methodologies, and collaborating with fellow researchers to push the boundaries of knowledge in 
the field of electrical engineering. By combining his academic pursuits with practical applications, he strives to make a meaningful impact and 
contribute to the advancement of the power sector for a sustainable and energy-efficient future. vshubham20@iitk.ac.in 



 

Devendra Vishwakarma is Vice President & CTO at L&T Power Transmission & Distribution (PT&D) business. He has 22+ 
years of industry experience. At L&T PT&D, Mr. Vishwakarma leads global technology team responsible for Product 
Development, Technology Strategy & Direction, Solution Architecture & Technical Solution Delivery. Mr. Vishwakarma 
have held various program/product management and management consulting positions with industry leading global 
technology companies and system integration firms like Oracle, GE, Alstom, SK Telecom & Infosys in Digital Solutions for 
Industrial Segment, IoT, Cloud & Smart Grids domain. Mr. Vishwakarma is a subject matter expert in Software & Digital 
Solutions for Smart Grid Communications Management, Industrial Internet of Things (IIoT), Distributed Energy Resource 
Management, Energy Market Management Systems, Microgrids and Energy Automation & Control Systems. Mr. 
Vishwakarma has worked with utilities across the globe delivering PT&D automation software solutions. He also has 

developed business case, architecture, and requirements as a business consultant in domains related Distributed Energy Resource 
Management Systems, SCADA, Microgrids, Distribution Management, Market Interface Systems for large utilities like Florida Power & Light 
(FP&L), Pacific Gas & Electric (PG&E), China Southern Grid (CSG), State Grid of China (SGCC), ConEd etc. devendra-vishwakarma@lntecc.com 


