Oblivion

(2025)

Nicole Ehr



Duration: Approximately 9 minutes



Program Notes

Oblivion 1s a piece inspired by both reality and fantasy. Each
instrument 1s a physical representation of these concepts. The piece
opens with the piano, which represents a dark and dissonant reality. This
reality is portrayed through nebulous timing and harmonies. It appears
lost and uncertain. As the anxious undertones intensify, the violin
gradually emerges, bringing about a more fantastical element. It begins
softly with pizzicato and builds into a free and rich melody. In the next
section, fantasy overtakes reality and brings about a lighter, almost
floating quality. While at first it may seem more mechanical and orderly
through the use of a piano ostinato, the violin and piano eventually
interact to settle into a more dream-like state. In the end, reality creeps
back in as the fantasy fades away to nothing. However, reality also
begins to fade nebulously until a certain stillness is brought about, and
there 1s truly nothing left but oblivion.

- Nicole Ehr
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