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Research Credit Agreement

Credit Expectations Agreement Template
Washington State University
Molecular Plant 
Student Information
Name: [Student's Full Name]
ID Number: [Student ID]
Degree Program: Molecular Plant Sciences
Semester/Year: Fall 2024
Course Information
Course Number: MPS800 (or MPS700)
Course Title: Doctoral Research Dissertation and/or Examination
Number of Credits: [e.g., 3 credits]
Advisor Information
Name: [Advisor's Full Name]
Department: 
Goals and Objectives
Instructions: List specific goals and objectives for this semester's work:
[e.g., Complete data collection for Chapter 2 of the dissertation]
[e.g., Draft introduction and methods sections of a journal article]
[e.g., Prepare and present research progress at the department's graduate seminar]
Expected Outcomes/Deliverables
Instructions: Detail the concrete outcomes or deliverables expected by the end of the semester:
[e.g., A complete dataset for Chapter 2 stored and organized in the lab's database]
[e.g., A draft of introduction and methods sections (approximately 2000 words) for review]
[e.g., Slides and notes from the graduate seminar presentation]
Timeline and Milestones
Instructions: Outline key milestones and their expected completion dates:
[e.g., Complete data collection by October 15]
[e.g., Submit draft of introduction and methods sections by November 30]
[e.g., Deliver graduate seminar presentation on December 5]
Criteria for Satisfactory (S) Performance
Instructions: Specify the criteria that will be used to evaluate performance:
[e.g., Timely completion of all listed deliverables]
[e.g., Quality of work meets departmental standards for doctoral-level research]
[e.g., Regular attendance at required meetings (lab meetings, individual check-ins)]
[e.g., Adherence to ethical research practices and academic integrity standards]
Consequences of Unsatisfactory (U) Performance
Instructions: Outline potential consequences of not meeting the agreed-upon expectations:
[e.g., Failure to meet these expectations may result in an Unsatisfactory (U) grade for this course]
[e.g., Two U grades in research credits may lead to dismissal from the program as per Graduate School policy]
[e.g., Unsatisfactory progress may affect future funding or assistantship opportunities]
Communication Plan
Instructions: Describe how and when the student and advisor will communicate about progress:
[e.g., Bi-weekly individual meetings to discuss progress and address any challenges]
[e.g., Monthly written progress reports submitted by email]
[e.g., Immediate communication if any significant problems or delays arise]
Mid-Semester Review
Instructions: A mid-semester review will be conducted on:
Date: [Date]
Student Acknowledgment
Text: I understand and agree to the expectations outlined in this Credit Expectations Agreement.
Signature: Student Signature: __________________________ Date: __________
Advisor Comments
Instructions: [Space for additional comments or clarifications by the advisor]
Signatures
Advisor Signature: __________________________ Date: __________
Notes
Instructions: A copy of this agreement should be kept by the student, the advisor. 
This agreement may be revised during the semester if both parties agree to the changes. Any revisions should be documented and signed by both parties.
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