Scholarships 101

0:02
Hello, this is David Dice and I am a member of the scholarships team here at WSU Student Financial Services.

0:10
Today we're going to talk about the basics of scholarships, such as where to apply for scholarships, how to qualify for scholarships, and how to create as great an essay as you can for your scholarship applications.

0:26
So first, why are scholarships important?

0:29
First and foremost, it is free money.

0:32
Scholarships in general do not have to be paid back to the donor, which means you do not have to take out as many loans as you might have had before.

0:42
We even have some students who are able to fully cover their costs at WSU because they apply and get so apply for and get so many scholarships.

0:51
Another reason why scholarships are important is because sometimes you can get employment opportunities from them.

0:57
There are some donors who tie the receipt of the of their scholarship to working for them after you graduate.

1:06
This is can be common with professions such as nursing, where hospitals and doctors offices are always on the lookout for fresh new talent to help fill out their rosters.

1:20
And lastly, it makes your supporters happy.

1:23
Imagine what it's going to be like when you tell your parents that you got 1000 dollar $2000 or even just a $500 scholarship.

1:32
That's less money they may have to pay out of pocket, but in general to also just be proud of you for the effort that you put in in order to get that scholarship.

1:42
OK, so let's go over the WSU general Scholarship application.

1:47
It is now available year round.

1:49
Previously, the deadline was January 31st, but now that deadline has turned into a priority deadline, meaning that people who submit an application by that date more or less have first dibs on scholarships that are awarded for the for that year.

2:11
If you miss that deadline, don't worry, you can still fill out the the application and you still may receive scholarships at WSU because there are hundreds of scholarship opportunities at WSU and this is just this an application that allows you access to all of them.

2:31
Anyone can apply and the amount can vary.

2:34
As I mentioned before, parents might get excited for you to get a scholarship that's $1000, but they might also get excited for a $500.

2:43
When it comes to trying to reduce the amount of debt you have, any amount is helpful.

2:49
So they are used throughout the WSU system.

2:52
There are some departments that do have their own applications, but there are a lot of departments that do use this application as well.

2:59
As you can see here, there is a QR code that you can use to get to the application and alley to it if you have not done so already.

3:10
So where can you find different scholarship opportunities?

3:14
Well, first there is that WCU general scholarship application that I mentioned earlier.

3:19
Additionally, you can look at your local state, city and county agencies.

3:24
They may have scholar scholarships available for you.

3:28
Many high school booster and social clubs have scholarship opportunities.

3:35
Places of worship do insurance companies, banks and credit unions, a Law Offices.

3:40
In fact, a lot of the the scholarship opportunities on our scholarship search engine are from Law Offices.

3:48
They love to give scholar scholarships and you can also check with your department, your college, or your program to see what opportunities they may have because as I mentioned before, not every department uses our general scholarship application and they may have their own opportunities for you.

4:07
Lastly, down at the bottom here we have 4 websites that we do recommend that students visit.

4:15
I'm particularly like to send students towards Unigo because they have lots of out-of-the-box scholarship application, such as the Zombie Apocalypse Scholarship where the student who describes the best zombie apocalypse survival plan will receive the the money.

4:36
But you can also go to thewashboard.org, Fastweb, and Sallie Mae even has some scholarship opportunities even though they are more well known for their private loan program.

4:49
So here's some general criteria that can come up when looking for scholarships.

4:56
Community service.

4:57
Being part of an underrepresented population, being in Greek life where you live, being a first generation student, being an athlete, particular hobbies might have scholarship opportunities available to them, as well as being a dependent of a faculty or staff member here at WSU.

5:18
So our office does also have a scholarship search engine on our website.

5:24
You can visit our website, go to the scholarship section and it should be near the top of the of the web page.

5:33
And on this website you can find several 100 opportunities.

5:39
Many of them are tied to the general scholarship application, but we do have many outside scholarships that you can apply for.

5:46
We do our best to verify all the scholarship opportunities that are on here and making sure that they are not at some sort of scam and provide you and then provide you with the most amount of information we can, including deadline if, if available, the amount and other eligibility criteria such as if if you are a member of a certain organization on the search engine, you'll notice some of them are marked with our WSU logo.

6:22
That logo denotes that the scholarships actually part of the general scholarship application.

6:26
So you'll want to make sure you fill out that's that application in order to receive the receive them.

6:34
And remember, it should never cost to apply to a scholarship.

6:38
If a scholarship opportunity asks you to pay in order to submit your application, get off that website as soon as possible.

6:44
That is a scam.

6:47
Now let's get started.

6:49
Now we're going to talk about our our scholarship application and some tips for filling it out.

6:56
But also these can be tips can be applied to any scholarship application, whether it's WSU or outside of WSU.

7:04
First and foremost, save everything in a Word document.

7:07
You never know when a scholarship application that's outside of WCU has a a question that's similar to one that you've already filled out for WCU, or if a outside scholarship be applied for has commonalities with a with a different outside scholarship.

7:29
Make sure you always review the essay prompts, whether it's ours or an outside scholarships.

7:34
You want to try to put your best foot forward.

7:37
And so you want to know you're answering the entire question and then brainstorm.

7:42
So think of different strengths you have, different accomplishments you've made, the various experiences you've had, as well as your passions, your knowledge.

7:51
And in even if you have a unique hobby, having that kind of writing stuff like that down might help you stand out from the pack.

8:01
And you that's how you're going to get the scholarship is by standing out from the others.

8:07
So here's some writing tips.

8:08
First, visit the undergraduate writing center.

8:11
It's in Q3O3.

8:14
They do walk-ins, they make appointments and you can get same day feedback on your writing.

8:19
Organize your brainstorming list.

8:21
Use clear, concise and simple language.

8:24
Avoid acronyms.

8:25
This is important because the person who's reading your scholarship may not understand what that acronym is for.

8:31
Avoid lists and bullets.

8:34
We we who read scholarships, if we see lists in bullet points, we tend to not see who you are in that.

8:45
We just see that you did a bunch of things to try to get a scholarship rather than seeing who you are as an individual.

8:51
Make sure you get things proofread.

8:54
That's why the first thing we said was visit that undergraduate writing center.

8:59
You don't want to have a some typos or some bad grammar that the tracks from an otherwise great essay and then ask a trusted supporter to proofread.

9:12
It could be a parent, it could be a friend, it could be a professor, it could be an old high school teacher, it could be anybody you trust to proofread.

9:21
So after you get things done at the writing center, go to them and get those finishing polishes done.

9:29
Now here's the first of our essay questions about leadership.

9:37
So for us at WSU, leadership means leading, and the art of leading does not require that you have a formal title like president or captain.

9:45
It's amazing if you've had those experiences where you've been able to be a president of something or a captain of something else, but they those aren't requirements to demonstrate leadership.

9:56
Make sure you read the question thoroughly and describe a leadership moment.

10:02
It could be something you did at home, in the classroom, at your workplace, just a leadership moment.

10:10
What other leadership experiences have you had?

10:12
Maybe you've had multiple experiences and that shows who you are.

10:17
But in general, try to keep it to 1 experience.

10:21
That way we can kind of get to know what that experience meant to you, describe your personal leadership style or what you view leadership as, and you can also include a leader you look up to and rely on that shows that demonstrates the kind of leader you wish to be and always, always provide examples.

10:49
Our next question is about your knowledge or creativity.

10:52
So this is part of where the brainstorming was for.

10:56
So what are your hobbies?

10:57
Do you like photography, painting, rock hunting, sports, gardening, any kind of hobby?

11:03
For me, I love Dungeons and Dragons and so how can I turn that hobby into an advantage on a scholarship application?

11:14
Maybe there's an A particular area you've been interested in and researched what started as just a simple Google search and became a passion project.

11:23
How have the experiences you've had with those hobbies with that research?

11:27
Change your viewpoint on things and as always, avoid lists and elaborate on your experiences dealing with adversity.

11:38
This is our third question.

11:40
Describe a difficult situation you handled well.

11:44
So what steps did you take?

11:45
How did you handle the situation?

11:47
Did you reach out to people in order to to get help?

11:52
You don't have to write about the hardest thing you've been through, but just a hard thing, right?

11:58
What's your comfortable writing about?

12:01
Some students might have gone through incredibly adverse situations, but they don't feel comfortable writing about that.

12:09
What they can do is write about the maybe the next hardest thing they've gone through.

12:14
And then do you want this story representing you in professional setting?

12:19
So that's another thing to consider with any of these essay prompts is do you want this story to represent who you are in a professional setting?

12:27
Is this something you would want to see a professional and a potential employer to to see?

12:34
Because as I mentioned earlier, some scholarships can be tied to a term of service with a with the donor community service.

12:46
So how have you helped improve or participated within your community and what did you get from that experience?

12:54
Provide some sort of context, like how long you were involved.

12:57
You can include hours or years if you have those on hand.

13:02
But also remember that community service isn't just about maybe doing work at a food kitchen or a toy drive.

13:11
Sometimes a community service is helping take care of a family member who is sick because your family is your closest community and that still counts as community service.

13:24
Making your community better in general in non traditional ways still works.

13:30
So if you don't have that traditional community service experience, find something that that might fit outside of of that norm and elaborate on it and what it meant to you and what you accomplished from it.

13:46
Our next one is handling systemic challenges.

13:50
So I always recommend with this one, choose one situation.

13:53
Even if you're not going to use the the full allotted 100 words, choose one situation to discuss.

14:00
Discuss how you became aware of that situation.

14:03
And so for systemic challenges, it's not just necessarily like racism or sexism or ageism, but how you became aware of a situation of where either you yourself or others were affected negatively by the systems in place.

14:21
So and how did that experience change your views?

14:24
Maybe it wasn't something that happened to you, but something you happen to notice happened to a friend and you saw that and became aware of this issue.

14:34
And how did that change your own viewpoint on the situation?

14:39
How will you carry that learning forward into the WSU community or your community at home in order to maybe change things if possible?

14:50
We're looking for that kind of information within this question.

14:55
Now.

14:55
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to come and visit us.

14:58
We're in the lighty student services building, room 380.

15:02
You can visit our website, financialaid.wsu.edu.

15:08
You can give us a call at that listed phone number or you can e-mail us at financial aid at WSU dot EDUI.

15:15
Hope you found this information was helpful and I hope you have a wonderful rest of your day.
