WSU Sustainability & the Environment Committee

MINUTES

DATE, TIME, & LOCATION:
Friday, November 6, 2009, 2:10-3:10pm, Lighty 405
                         ATTENDEES: 

Andy Ford, Terry Baxter-Potter, Dwight Hagihara, Achille Davisson, Leif Moon-Nielson, David Vencis, Kevin Harvey, Marty O’Malley, Jamie Bentley, John Reed and Dennis Gransbery
1. Call to Order – Dwight Hagihara Committee Interim Administrator
2. Approval of October 6, 2009 Minutes - Dwight
Minutes approved as corrected:
Terry Baxter-Potter requested a correction to agenda item 3

LEEDS was changed to LEED - (Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design).
3. The WSU Foundation - Kevin Harvey
WSU Foundation investment choices and processes were presented. Donors often request that donated endowment funds be used for a specific purpose such as college development, a fellowship, or a scholarship. The endowment funds are invested and the returns are used for the specific purposes.  Administration costs are also taken from the returns earned by the donated endowment.
Investment goals are for long term returns of 8%. The WSU Investment Committee determines the long term asset allocations with assistance from Hammond & Associates, a consulting firm that also advises other PAC 10 Universities. The general investment plan is to diversify with conservative investments. See handout
The committee was reminded investment strategies were being discussed because of a low score received on investment transparency on the sustainability report card.  Dwight reported he received two years of questions and data from the report card survey. He noted the questions were changed from previous years which could have lowered WSU scores.  

The Foundation Board and Committee selection process was discussed. Dwight and Kevin volunteered to identify and research investment strategies that universities ( e.g.  Bainbridge Graduate Institute) use who scored the highest on the Sustainable Endowment Report Card.  Kevin will then talk with Hammond and Associates about  greener investment options. Dwight and Kevin will report their findings to the Sustainability Committee.
4. Climate Action Plan Progress Reports

· Outline Improvement Report – Marty, Dwight
An updated Climate Action Plan (CAP) Outline was presented. The outline will be sent to committee members.

In the new outline it was proposed that:

A. The Climate Action Plan meets three goals: 



1. Support WSU’s strategic plan and mission through executive policy # 24


2. Meet the President’s Climate Commitment


3. Meet related regulatory requirements
B. The Greenhouse Gas Inventory (GHGI) is used to help measure baselines and the progress of the Climate Action Plan. The GHGI inventory tool, baselines, and reporting schedules are being developed by both EPA and Washington Department of Ecology. The President’s Climate Commitment will use whatever is developed by them. WSU’s 2007 GHGI is on the AASHE Climate Commitment Website. 
C. Details for each of the three goals are used to identify past, current, and future projects and documents the progress to achieve the goals.  
D.  A worksheet for each project to detail feasibility, who is doing what, funding, and a timeline for completion could be developed.
· LEED Building Report – Terry Baxter-Potter 
A handout, with pictures, described the history of sustainable building at WSU. The history included Thompson Hall which has been in use for 115 years. The initial cost was $50,000, using clay mined just a block away from the building site.  See handout

· Green Bike Program Report– Jamie Bentley  

Jamie submitted information about the WSU Bike program at the last meeting and is currently researching the Montreal, Canada Pubic Transit Bike Program to help improve WSU’s program.
· Survey to Measure Travel and Ways to Curtail Travel Report – Andy Ford, Nick Lovrich
Report in progress

· Energy Conservation Report - Terry Ryan 
Report in progress
· Student Report – Achille Davisson, Leif Moon-Nielson
Report in progress

Open Discussion –
· Discussion about the Draft CAP Outline and Reports 

The format for the Climate Action Plan was discussed.  A combination of reports with pictured examples linked to goals and project worksheets was discussed.  A revised Climate Action Plan Outline will be sent to committee member based on the discussion.

It was agreed that the Climate Action Plan is a living document and every committee members should contribute what they can to the plan. Please e-mail edits and additions to Dwight by December 31, 2009
5. Sustainability Fair  – Dwight

There will be a Sustainability Fair in the CUB Junior Ballroom, December 1, 2009, 10 am to 2 pm.   There will be refreshments and several sustainability related displays.
6. O’Malley Power Point – David

David Vencis requested that Marty email him a copy of his Green House Gas Inventory Powerpoint.  
NEXT MEETING: December 4, 2009 – Lighty 405 – 2:10-3:10 P.M.


