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Greetings! 

 

Washington State University Skagit County Extension has been 

keeping crop records since 1922.  Information is compiled from 

processing companies, farm organizations, growers, field 

representatives, media sources, and University sources. 

 
Agricultural statistics with related written details are important 

for several reasons: 

 

§ Figures show the production history of farming in a 

community; 

 

§ Statistics show the ups and downs of agriculture in 

relationship to weather, economics, urban encroachment, 

natural disasters, or a shift in production to other areas; 

 

§ This information provides a basis on which to make 

important decisions for land-use planning, zoning, and 

economic development planning related to agriculture. 

 

Your comments and suggestions are welcomed and encouraged.  

Feel free to give us a call and we can discuss the enclosed 

information. 

 

Don McMoran 
 
Don McMoran 

Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Faculty 
Skagit County Director 

WSU Skagit County Extension 

dmcmoran@wsu.edu 

Washington State University Extension engages 

people, organizations and communities to  

advance economic well-being and quality of life  

by connecting them to the knowledge base of 

the university and by fostering inquiry, learning, 

and the application of research. 
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!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ [ŀōƻǊΣ aƛƴƛƳǳƳ ²ŀƎŜ 
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нлно /ǊƻǇ !ŎǊŜŀƎŜ {ǳƳƳŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ {ƪŀƎƛǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ ŀƴŘ ¢ȅǇƛŎŀƭ ¸ƛŜƭŘ όǇŜǊ ŀŎǊŜύ 

tŀǎǘ {ǘŀǝǎǝŎŀƭ {ǳƳƳŀǊƛŜǎΥ 5ƻƭƭŀǊ ±ŀƭǳŜ ǘƻ DǊƻǿŜǊ 

±ŜƎŜǘŀōƭŜ {ŜŜŘ tǊƻŘǳŎǝƻƴ ƛƴ ²ŜǎǘŜǊƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΥ !ŎǊŜǎ IŀǊǾŜǎǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ CŀǊƳƎŀǘŜ ±ŀƭǳŜ 
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/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ /ǊƻǇǎ DǊƻǿƴ ƛƴ {ƪŀƎƛǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 

!ŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ²{¦ {ƪŀƎƛǘ /ƻǳƴǘȅ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ {ǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊǎ 

Crops C-R P 11 /ǳŎǳƳōŜǊǎΣ tƻǘŀǘƻŜǎΣ wŀǎǇōŜǊǊƛŜǎ 

Crops S P 12 {ŜŜŘ /ǊƻǇǎ 

Crops S-Z P 13 {ǘǊŀǿōŜǊǊƛŜǎΣ ²ƛƴŜ DǊŀǇŜǎ ŀƴŘ hǊƎŀƴƛŎ CŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

Report Summary  
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GEOGRAPHY  
Skagit County lies 60 miles north of Seattle. It is 24 miles wide (north and 

south) and 95 miles long (east and west). Several islands in the Puget Sound 

area are included in the county. Snowcapped Mount Baker (in Whatcom 

County), elevation 10,781 feet, dominates the northeastern edge of the 

county and is the start of the North Cascades wilderness area and National 

Park. The Skagit River, which is famous for steelhead and salmon fishing and 

serves as important bald eagle feeding grounds, begins in the North Cascade 

mountain area. The upper Skagit has three hydroelectric dams which 

provide power for the northwest. Below the dams, the Skagit is fed by the 

Sauk, Cascade, Suiattle and Baker rivers. The Skagit River flows through the 

òupper valleyó and continues through thousands of acres of fertile farmland 

before emptying into the Puget Sound. 

CLIMATE  
Cool, marine temperatures and an abundance of moisture is evidenced by 

the lush growth of forest, pastures and agricultural crops in Skagit County. 

 

Rainfall.  The òrule of thumbó is to add one inch of moisture for each mile 

traveled east from Puget Sound. Anacortes averages 25 inches per year; 

Marblemount, 95 inches per year. The driest year since 1948 was in 1987, 

when precipitation total was 20.71 inches. The wettest year was 1990, with 

47.20 inches. 

 

Approximately 20% of the rainfall in Mount Vernon occurs June through 

September. The sun shines 65% of the time in summer, and 25% of the time 

in winter.  
Photo by WSU SCMG Sheri Hunter 

TEMPERATURE : 
The highest temperature ever on record at the WSU Northwestern Washington Research and Extension Center at Mount Vernon, was 98°F 

on August 9, 1960. The average summer temperature is 73° F. The highest recorded winter temperature for December, January and February 

was 65° F. The lowest temperature on record was ð4° F. on January 26, 1957. WSU NWREC has been keeping records since 1948. (See chart 

on next page).  

About Skagit County  
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{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ƘǧǇΥκκǿǿǿΦǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦǿǎǳΦŜŘǳκ 

2023 WEATHER PICTURE  
The winter of 2022/2023 began on November 2nd, 2022 with 

the first frost of the season; the coldest day of the year 

occurred on February 24th at 20.4 degrees. The cold weather 

had a minimal impact on the perennial cropping systems in 

Skagit County; with very few reported crop failures due to 

freezing weather on cabbage seed, raspberries and/or 

blackberries. The spring of 2023 was very unusual, with  a 

startling lack of rainfall, experiencing much less rain in 2023 

compared to 2022, which had almost 28 inches of rain 

compared to the 22.36 inches seen in 2023. Unfortunately, 

the lack of rain carried on into the summer, with Western 

Washington experienced the hottest and driest weather in 

history for this area with less than an inch of rain in the 

months of  July, and August, with relief finally dawning in 

September with almost two inches of rain. Many farmers in 

Skagit County irrigated their crops during this time and there 

was some discussion on global climate change. Harvest was 

difficult with many farms fighting the muddy conditions of 

Skagit County as the rain finally made itõs return in the later 

half of the year. October closed out harvest for the year with 

2.41 inches of rain during the month and November slammed 

it shut several more times with 3.15 inches of rain, forcing 

farmers to leave some of their crop in the ground.  2024 will 

likely face the same challenges; a lack of rain and drought.  

aƻƴǘƘ [ƻǿ !ǾŜ aŀȄ tǊŜŎƛǇƛǘŀǝƻƴ 

January 36.3 42.4 48.3 1.69 

February 34.0 39.7 45.5 2.43 

March 35.0 42.9 51.4 2.11 

April 39.5 47.2 54.9 1.69 

May 48.2 57.6 68.0 0.64 

June 48.6 58.7 69.2 0.74 

July 50.4 62.6 75.4 0.57 

August 52.8 64.0 75.7 0.49 

September 47.7 57.4 68.6 1.80 

October 43.0 51.3 60.4 2.41 

November 35.3 42.7 50.6 3.15 

December 38.1 44.4 50.7 4.64 

    
 Year Total 

22.36 

I      FARMING 

Weather  
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FROST FREE DAYS:   
The lower Skagit Valley area has approximately 230 

growing days and the upper valley has approximately 

200 growing days.  The last spring frost in the lower 

valley is estimated to occur about April 15, and the 

first fall frost occurs about October 15. 

Cŀƭƭ CǊŜŜȊŜ tǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 

{ǇǊƛƴƎ CǊŜŜȊŜ tǊƻōŀōƛƭƛǝŜǎ 

Photography by Don McMoran 

Freeze 
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IRRIGATION  
In July, August and September irrigation was used on approximately 18,000 acres of cropland in 2023. The main crops irrigated were corn, 

grass pasture, berries, potatoes, vegetable seed crops, and tree fruits. Crops that typically donõt require irrigation are grains.  

 

SOILS 
The Skagit Valley was formed by water-deposited (alluvial) soils. Most cropland and pasture land in the county is located in the floodplain-delta 

area. This area covers the valley floor and extends east along the Skagit River and its tributaries. There are five primary soil types in the 

floodplain-delta area. Three types are located in the floodplain: Skagit (26%), which consists of silt loam, silty clay loam, and a small amount of 

very fine sandy loam; Sumas (15%); and Field (14%). The other two types are found along the Skagit River: Lorus (17%) and Pilchuck (14%). 

Floodplain soils are highly productive under dry land farming. Elevation in this area ranges from sea level to 500 feet.  

 

Soil wetness is the major limitation for crops in the floodplain area. The Skagit and Samish Rivers have had a long history of flooding. The Skagit 

River, from just west of Sedro-Woolley to the Puget Sound, is protected from flooding by dikes and levees. The floodplain areas along the 

lower reaches of the Samish River, below Thomas Creek, are flooded almost every year. 

AGRICULTURE: SKAGIT FUN FACTS  
§ Skagit County is a major producer of cabbage, table beet, and spinach seed for the world. There are six vegetable seed companies 

in the county, most of which market products worldwide.   

§ There are two remaining processing companies in Skagit County: Sakuma Brothers and Gielow Pickles. 

§ There are two major ag-supply dealers in the Valley: Skagit Farmers Supply and Wilbur-Ellis provide supplies and services to 

farmers. 

§ More tulip and daffodil bulbs are produced in Skagit County than in any county in the United States. 

§ Skagit County ranks fifth in dairy production in Washington State. 

§ About 10,000 Trumpeter and Tundra swans, 100,000 Snow geese, and thousands more of mallard and other dabbling ducks utilize 

Skagit farmland for food and habitat. Skagit County is host to one of the highest concentrations of raptors, which also utilize 

farmland, in North America. 

§ Every year since 1999 approximately 20,000 visitors enjoy the Skagit Valley Festival of Family Farms. 

I      FARMERS 

Agriculture Facts  
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AGRICULTURAL LABOR  
Minimum wage in the state of Washington is the highest in the country, the result of a 

1998 citizensõ initiative passed by voters that links the minimum wage to the Federal 

Consumer Price Index. 

Effective Date  Dollars per Hour  

January 1, 1989 3.85 

January 1, 1990 4.25 

January 1, 1994 4.90 

September 1, 1997  

(Federal minimum wage 

changed) 

5.15 

January 1, 1999 5.70 

January 1, 2000 6.50 

January 1, 2001 6.72 

January 1, 2002 6.90 

January 1, 2003 7.01 

January 1, 2006 7.63 

January 1, 2007 7.93 

January 1, 2008 8.07 

January 1, 2009 8.55 

January 1, 2011 8.67 

January 1, 2014 9.32 

January 1, 2015 9.47 

January 1, 2017 11.00 

January 1, 2019 12.00 

January 1, 2020 13.50 

January 1, 2021 13.69 

January 1, 2022 14.49 

January 1, 2023 15.74 

²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴ {ǘŀǘŜ aƛƴƛƳǳƳ ²ŀƎŜ 

{ƻǳǊŎŜΥ ¦Φ{Φ /Ŝƴǎǳǎ .ǳǊŜŀǳ 

1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2020 

43,273 52,381 64,138 79,555 102,300 116,910 130,575 

{Y!DL¢ /h¦b¢¸ tht¦[!¢Lhb Dwh²¢I 

Photo by Don McMoran 

Labor  
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CROPS 
In the past the Skagit County processing industry revolved around green peas. 2010 marked the first year since the early 1900s that no  

commercial pea processing took place in Skagit County.  As a result, growers have been experimenting with new crops in hopes of finding the 

next niche.   
 

Potatoes have become a very important crop with acreage expanding significantly over the past fifteen years. Other crops, such as cole crops, 

vegetable seed crops, cucumbers, flower bulbs, and small fruits contribute less in gross dollars but are very important. The net return to the 

grower on these crops is relatively high, and they provide diversification and many jobs.  

Crops A-C 

APPLES 
Apple acreage in Skagit County is on the decline. The 2023 Skagit crop showed average yields and  

average quality with a moderate pricing structure. 
 

Our coastal climate allows us to grow varieties that are different from those grown in the large  

apple-producing regions of central Washington. Varieties grown here such as Jonagold, Gravenstein, 

Spartan, Akane and Honey Crisp are excellent apples to consume, but with no apple processing facilities 

in Skagit County, shipping the apples back and forth across the mountain passes makes commercial  

production unprofitable. 
  
In 1998 Washington State Department of Agriculture added Skagit to the list of counties quarantined 

against apple maggot. WSU Skagit County Extension initiated the formation of the Skagit County  

Horticultural Pest and Disease Board to develop programs to prevent the pest from infesting  

commercial orchards. To date, no apple maggots have been found in commercial orchards. 

BLUEBERRIES 
Harvested by hand and machine, about half the crop is sold for fresh market, and half is processed. Yields 

and quality in this area are exceptionally high compared to the Midwest. Our cooler summer  

temperatures allow the berries to ripen slowly, which results in more sugar.  Prices have declined for 

blueberries due to overproduction. 

BLACKBERRIES  
2023 provided good reviews for blackberries. Warmer winter temperatures increased fruit  

production. Prices are slowly recovering.  Given the climate of Skagit County, blackberries have the po-

tential to become a much larger player in Skagit County fruit production.  
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BULB CROPS  
Approximately 1,000 acres of tulips and daffodils are grown in Skagit County. They are sold for both cut flowers 

and bulbs and shipped throughout the U.S. and Canada. About 20 million bulbs are harvested each summer in Skagit 

County. About 75 million cut flowers are grown in greenhouses and fields, accounting for over 50% of overall sales. 

About 500 acres of tulips are grown in the Valley, which represents 75% of U.S. commercial production. Skagit 

County is known worldwide for its Tulip Festival, which occurs the entire month of April. The Tulip Festival began 

in 1984 and now brings an estimated 300,000 visitors and $65 million in revenue to the county.   

 

The bulb industry averages about $20 million in annual gross income, $3 million of which is in bulb sales. Since 1968, 

flower prices have increased three times, while bulbs have only doubled, but since 2000, prices have decreased 

steadily. There are now only two bulb-growing farms in the region. Iris production was discontinued in 2016. 

BRUSSELS SPROUTS, CAULIFLOWER AND BROC COLI  
All Skagit County Brussels sprouts, cauliflower and broccoli are grown for fresh market. Head quality is  

exceptionally high in this region. Approximately 60% to 80% of the Brussels sprouts, broccoli and cauliflower grown 

in Skagit is consumed in Oregon, Washington, and British Columbia. Skagit farmers grew about 2,500 acres of  

Brussels sprouts, cauliflower and broccoli this year. Farmers in the Skagit Valley maintained acreages for these  

important rotational crops in 2023 largely for the disease suppression that brassica crops provide via biofumigation. 

CHICKENS AND EGGS  
Washington is ranked 19th in the nation for egg production. Two companies produce the majority of the eggs in 

Skagit County: National Foods and Wilcox Farms.  These two farms account for hundreds of millions of eggs being 

produced in Skagit County and Washington State. 
  

Egg prices in 2023 increased 20%, with the retail price for a dozen eggs in the United States being between $2.50 

and $3 U.S. dollars. Setting new high prices that have not been seen since 1987. 

 

The sole Washington-owned chicken processor in the state, Draper Valley Farms, is located in Mount Vernon. The 

company employs approximately 500 people and has sales around 80 million dollars. 

 

In the United States, the price for a pound of fresh whole chicken cost consumers $1.96 which constituted a slight 

increase from 2022 but a long way from its price peak in 2020.  

Source: http://www.stuffaboutstates.com/agriculture/livestock/chicken_eggs.htm 
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CUCUMBERS  
The lone large scale commercial pickle cucumber processor in Washington State is Gielow 

Pickles located at the Port of Skagit County, with headquarters located in Lexington, MI. 

According to their website, òMaking pickles is in our blood. When our family began making 

pickles in the early 1900õs, our goal was to make the highest quality pickle at a competitive 

price. Today, our goal remains the same. The use of automated packaging equipment, direct 

contact with growers across America, and the buying power of the market leaders enables 

Gielow Pickles to accomplish our goal.ó  

Photo by Don McMoran 

Crops C-R 

POTATOES  
Potato acreage consists primarily of fresh market reds, whites, yellows, purple, fingerlings 

and some chipping potatoes. Skagit potatoes are in demand for their high quality. Late blight 

disease is a constant threat to the industry; however, due to a study of all the growers in 

Skagit and northern Snohomish counties, WSU Skagit County Extension was able to  

determine that  Potato Virus Y (PVY) and Silver Scurf continues to be more of a problem 

than blight disease is for area growers. Researchers at WSU NWREC and WSU Skagit 

County Extension are now working on these issues. Because of the need for a three-year 

rotation, there is limited ground available for the 11,000 acres of potatoes currently grown 

in Skagit County. Overall production decreased slightly for 2023.  With higher pricing struc-

ture in 2022/2023 there were very few fields of potatoes that went unharvested.  

RASPBERRIES 
The majority of raspberry acreage in Skagit County is now harvested by hand for the fresh 

market due to a major reduction in raspberry production for processing beginning in 2017 

and a switch from raspberry to blueberry production. The main varieties are Meeker and 

Willamette. Washington produces about 75% of the total U.S. production of frozen red 

raspberries, and 95% of that is from Whatcom County.  
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SEED CROPS 
A large variety of vegetable seed crops are grown in the Skagit Valley; the top 3 in both acreage 

and farmgate value are spinach, cabbage and beet seed. Skagit and Snohomish counties produce 

nearly 75% of the US supply of spinach and cabbage seed and nearly 95% of the U.S. table beet 

seed. Skagit County is known as a significant world contributor with approximately 8% of the 

worldõs spinach seed,  25% of the worldõs cabbage seed, and 25% of the worldõs beet seed. 

Other vegetable seeds produced in Skagit County include arugula, broccoli, Chinese cabbage, 

coriander, mustard, parsley, parsnip, rutabaga, swiss chard and turnip. 

 

Vegetable seed production is highly technical and often involves long rotation intervalsñ

sometimes stretching beyond a decade. Skagit County farmers have developed innovative tools 

and cultural practices along with a close relationship with Washington State University research 

scientists and Extension professionals to be proactive in managing specialty seed crops 

challenges. 

 

Vegetable seeds from the Skagit County are marketed all over the world. The need for isolation 

distances to prevent contamination from cross-pollination keeps the vegetable seed acreage 

below 5,000 acres in Skagit County. Skagit-based seed companies contract some of their 

acreage with Snohomish, Island, Whatcom, and Clallam County growers. To protect these 

areas, seed companies joined together in the 1940s to designate where the crops would be 

grown. On the first Monday in March and again in June, the seed companies meet at WSU 

NWREC for the annual pinning days that determine which crop/variety will be planted and 

where. It is this spirit of cooperation that keeps the seed industry growing in Skagit County. 

 

Beet and spinach seed yields were below average in 2023 due to a wet spring and drier 

summer. 

 

Cabbage seed harvest was average due to a wet spring and drier summer weather conditions in 

the 2023 growing season. 

 

There are nine vegetable seed companies in Skagit County: Sakata, Illinois Foundation, 

McDonald, Rijk Zwaan, Schafer, Skagit Seed Services, Syngenta, Universal and Vikima Seeds 

USA.  

 

Spinach Seed Fieldð Photo by Don McMoran 

Beet Seed Fieldð Photo by Don McMoran 

Cabbage Seed Fieldð Photo by Don McMoran 

Crops Produced for Seed  






















