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Newsletter 
May-June 2026 

 

Welcome to the WSU Garfield County Extension Newsletter!  

This is an electronic newsletter highlighting events and topics of interest to residents of 
Garfield County and the surrounding area. This newsletter can also be viewed on our web-
site: https://extension.wsu.edu/Garfield/ 

 

 

 

 

Contact Us:  

Office Location: 757 Main St.    Mark Heitstuman, County Director 
         Pomeroy, WA 99347  heitstuman@wsu.edu  

Mailing: PO Box 190,  

  Pomeroy, WA 99347 

 
Hours: Monday-Friday 8:30 –5:00   Siera Hall, 4-H Coordinator 
             (closed 12:00-1:00)    siera.hall@wsu.edu  

 
Phone: 509-843-3701      Monica Bartlow, Office Manager 
Fax: 509-843-3341      mbartlow@wsu.edu  

 

Website: https://extension.wsu.edu/garfield/  

Washington State University helps people develop leadership skills and use research based knowledge to improve their 
economic status and quality of life. Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evi-
dence of noncompliance may be reported through your local Extension Office.  

Do you have an event or subject you would like added to our newsletter or  
website? Would you like to be removed from our Extension Newsletter email list?  

 
Contact the Extension Office  

Phone: 509-843-3701    Email: mbartlow@co.garfield.wa.us  

https://extension.wsu.edu/Garfield/
https://extension.wsu.edu/Garfield/
mailto:heitstuman@wsu.edu
https://extension.wsu.edu/Garfield/
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Farming & Livestock  

 Washington is widely recog-
nized as one of the nation’s most 
productive agricultural states. We 
are a local food haven, second only 
to California in the diversity of 
crops grown! The state consistently 
ranks among the top producers of 
many specialty crops, generating 
more than $10 billion annually in 
agricultural value spanning across 
its 32,000 farms (94% family-
owned). Agriculture makes up 10-
13% of the state’s annual gross do-
mestic product, and our farmers and 
ranchers manage nearly 7.7 million 
acres of the state’s lands. Yet be-
hind those impressive production 
numbers, many farmers say the 
economics of agriculture in Wash-
ington are becoming increasingly 
unsustainable.  
 Recent data paints a troubling 
picture. According to the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture’s Census of 
Agriculture, Washington lost more 
than 3,700 farms between 2017 and 
2022, an average of more than two 
farms every day. The decline re-
flects mounting financial pressures 
on growers, particularly family 
farms that operate on thin margins 
and depend on stable markets and 
affordable production costs. 
 The financial outlook has be-
come even more concerning. In 
2024, Washington ranked last in the 
nation for returns to farm operators, 
with overall returns estimated at 
negative $295 million. While farm-
ers in other major agricultural states 
saw billions in positive returns, 
Washington growers collectively 
spent more on inputs and opera-
tions than they earned. Analysts 
point to a strong U.S. dollar, which 
reduces export competitiveness, as 
one contributing factor. But our ex-
port dependence is only one con-
tributing factor.  

 Rising costs are another major 
driver. The increase in labor, fuel, 
fertilizer, and regulatory compli-
ance expenses have all increased 
sharply in recent years, especially 
in our state. In fact, labor costs 
alone have been reported far above 
national averages in Washington, 
reflecting both higher wages and 
regulatory requirements. For farm-
ers producing globally traded crops, 
those higher costs can be difficult 
to recover in the marketplace. For 
example, in 1986, the Chicago 
Board of Trade wheat futures were 
roughly $2.40-$2.60 per bushel. 
Adjusting for inflation, today that 
would be $7-$7.50 per bushel. As 
of March 4, 2026, Chicago wheat 
futures were listed at roughly $5.69
-$5.90 per bushel 
 Another way to think of it is to 
compare fuel prices. In 1986, wheat 
prices were at $2.50 per bushel and 
diesel was about $1 per gallon. To-
day wheat prices are $5.70 per 
bushel and diesel is $4-5 per gallon. 
Wheat prices have not kept pace 
with input inflation, which is part 
of why many grain growers argue 
margins are tighter today despite 
higher nominal prices. A Washing-
ton wheat farmer today may harvest 
60-70 bushels per acre, compared 
to  about 40 bushels in the 1980s, 
but their real profit per acre is often 
similar or lower. Today, our farm-
ers produce higher yields at higher 
costs, and profit margins suffer. 
 Wheat farmers are not alone in  
this struggle. Potato fields, apple 
orchards, grape vineyards, and oth-
ers are feeling the impact. Many 
growers say these pressures are cre-
ating a cycle that threatens the long
-term viability of farming across 
crops. When production costs rise 
faster than commodity prices, farm-
ers often take on additional debt or 

defer investments in equipment and 
infrastructure. Over time, those fi-
nancial strains can push farms to 
consolidate, sell land, or shut down 
entirely. The result is fewer farms, 
fewer opportunities for the next 
generation, and a gradual loss of 
agricultural capacity. 
 The stress is not only econom-
ic. It is personal. Studies and re-
ports tied to the agricultural sector 
in Washington have highlighted 
growing mental health concerns 
among farmers, driven largely by 
financial uncertainty, unpredictable 
weather, and the responsibility of 
maintaining multigenerational oper-
ations.  
 Despite the challenges, many 
industry leaders believe solutions 
are possible. Policies that improve 
labor availability, support export 
competitiveness, reduce regulatory 
burdens, and stabilize production 
costs could help improve profitabil-
ity and keep farms in operation. 
Investments in infrastructure, re-
search, and workforce development 
may also strengthen the long-term 
outlook for the industry. 
 Washington agriculture re-
mains a cornerstone of the state’s 
economy and rural communities, 
but the loss of thousands of farms 
and declining farm income high-
light an urgent reality: the loss of 
locally grown food can happen 
here. Ensuring agricultural viability 
will require coordinated efforts 
from policymakers, industry lead-
ers, and communities alike. With-
out those efforts, the state risks los-
ing not only farms, but also the lo-
cally grown food we all appreciate. 

The Challenge of ag Viability in Washington State 
Washington Wheat Foundation|wawheat.org|Wheat Life April|2026 
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Right Seed, Right Soil, Right 
Conditions 
Wheat Life|May 2026 
By Trista Crossley 
 
 The ultimate success of a Con-
servation Reserve Program (CRP) 
contract is whether or not the grow-
er meets their contract’s stand den-
sity and count requirements, and 
that all starts with planting the seed 
mix that’s right for local conditions.  
 Ultimately, the Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 
(NRCS) is responsible for telling 
growers what They are required to 
plant. Those requirements come out 
of soil surveys mostly done in the 
early 1920s and 30s, said Todd 
Harris, part owner of Western Rec-
lamation, a native reclamation and 
forage seed company that provides 
CRP seed mixes. 
  “NRCS has been studying this 
for years, and so they know the pre-
cipitation zone. They know the soil 
type. They know the likelihood of 
rains, and when they come. With all 
that at hand, they then pick the spe-
cies that are going to go into their 
mixes,” Harris explained. 
“Basically, NRCS comes up with 
an applicable mix that fits the pre-
cipitation zone and the soil type, 
and it usually has done that very, 
very well.” 
 Harris, who has sold CRP seed 
mixes for 20 years and, prior to 

that, helped produce the seed, said 
the seed mixes for Eastern Wash-
ington have gradually moved to 
include more native species. In fact, 
he said CRP was a driving force in 
stimulating the native seed indus-
try, as was the need to replant wild-
fire-stricken rangelands. 
 The seeds that Harris sells are 
mainly grown in Eastern Washing-
ton under irrigation. He said if you 
put a native species under irrigation 
and manage it properly, it’s kind of 
like a native plant on steroids. 
 “It does not look the same (as a 
plant grown under dryland condi-
tions). I mean, they have the same 
botanical characteristics, the same 
panicle, the same leaf structure, 
everything else, but you do raise a 
big plant in comparison when you 
have water,” he said, adding that 
growers have to be careful not to 
give the plants too much water; 
they are dryland plants, after all. 
“When you grow native dryland 
plants on irrigation, you have to 
manage that, and it takes years to 
actually understand what works and 
what doesn’t work.” 
 The cost of the seed mix is one 
of CRP’s main input expenses. 
Many growers say the seed mixes 
are becoming more expensive over-
all, but Harris said in his experi-
ence, The price has stayed quite 
consistent, within a $20 range, with 
prices in the fall of 2025 falling 

slightly below 2024’s prices. Mar-
ket demand is the main factor im-
pacting seed prices. In years with 
heavy wildfire activity or an in-
crease in the CRP cap, seed be-
comes scarcer and more costly. In 
addition, certain seed mixes are just 
more expensive– the higher the 
number of species and different 
type of species in the mix, the high-
er cost. However, the more plant 
species present, the higher the envi-
ronmental benefit (and, potentially, 
a higher CRP rental rate). 
 How the seeds are planted can 
very much impact the overall stand 
density and variety. For example, a 
grower may have a seed mix that 
incorporates some wheatgrass, 
Snake River wheatgrass, thickspike 
wheatgrass, and maybe a Basin 
wildrye, but also has Sherman big 
bluegrass in it. If the soil is a little 
bit dry and the grower seeds a little 
too deep the Sherman can’t emerge 
from more than a half inch deep, so 
it would be a lesser percentage on 
the landscape than the grower’s 
wheat grasses.  
 “I’ve seen other growers who 
seed on the very surface. They get 
beautiful stands of Sherman, but 
because the larger seed didn’t have 
good seed to soil contact, they have 
lesser percentage of those larger 
seeded species,” Harris explained. 
“It’s all about seed bed prepara-
tion.” 
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Healthy Living 
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The 2025-2026 3rd grade gardening program with the Master Gardeners and the  
Garfield County Public Health’s “Farm to School” coordinator, Jessica Nelson, has a 
couple more classes before the kids will be out for the summer. It has been a great year, 
where the kids have enjoyed learning about gardening, were their food comes from and 
making heathier eating choices. 
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Pomeroy FFA had a great day sorting and talking livestock at the 
State FFA Livestock Contest placing 2nd out of 49 teams.  
Grayson Slaybaugh was 6th high individual.  

 

Jr Livestock Show of Spokane was a great one for the Pomeroy 
FFA.  
2026 Seabeck Award for the Outstanding FFA Chapter.  
Tyler Dixon -- Reserve Champion Market Steer 
Chance Savage -- Reserve Champion Beef Fitting and Showing 
Ladd Baser -- Reserve Champion Lamb Fitting and Showing 
Grayson Slaybaugh received a $2000 scholarship 
And many more members that were top 5 and/or made the final 
drives in their respective barns. Overall, a great week for all our 
exhibitors.  
 

The Pomeroy FFA had a great day at 
the Asotin County Fair Livestock 
Evaluation contest, tying for 1st 
place as a team. Jack Baser was 4th 
overall, Grayson Slaybaugh was 5th, 
and Treyton Kimble was 7th.  

1st place AgriScience finish  at State. 
2nd place finish in Livestock judging at State FFA 
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Spring Farming Days was a success, even though there was predicted rain for the weekend.  We only had 
one 5-minute shower!  There were 43 animals on the grounds working, and 2 even pulled a carriage for the 

delivery of the Lt. Governor Denny Heck to the flour mill!  We had many new people come for the festivities 
and received many positive comments.  Mi Pueblito served the lunches both days, and BMAG had an art dis-
play in the Dick Brown building.  A big thank you to all of our sponsors that helped put on the show!  The 

guys grinding the flour were kept busy.  They sold over 50 bags of freshly ground grain!!  Thank you to the 
Cup of Hope coffee trailer for serving up hot and cold drinks on Saturday!!  Thank you to Gene Taylor for 
bringing tractors, Roy Wold for bringing his pump demonstrations, Robert McKinney for bringing his 203 

Int Combine, Jacob Forsman for bringing his tractors, Rod Sangster for his player piano, and Jerry Wilsey 
for bringing several of his JD Tractors.      
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PO Box 190 
Pomeroy, WA 99347 

509-843-3701 
Mark Heitstuman, County Extension Director 

Seira Hall, 4H Coordinator 
Monica Bartlow, Office Manager 

Email: mbartlow@wsu.edu 
http://ext100.wsu.edu/Garfield 

 

Washington State University helps people develop 
leadership skills and use research based knowledge to 
improve their economic status and quality of life. 

Helping You Put Knowledge To Work 
 

Extension programs and employment are available to all 
without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may 
be reported through your local Extension Office. 

Did you know 10 Interesting Facts About Practically Everything? 
 
BY Elizabeth Yuko, FACT-CHECKED BY  Marcy Lovitch, UPDATED ON Apr. 20, 2025 
For mor interesting facts visit https://www.rd.com/list/interesting-facts/ 
 

• The bumblebee bat is the world’s smallest flying mammal-Weighing in at 0.05 to 0.07 ounces, with a head-to-body 
length of 1.14 to 1.29 inches and a wingspan of 5.1 to 5.7 inches, the bumblebee bat—also known as Kitti’s hog-
nosed bat—is the smallest flying mammal 

• The circulatory system is more than 60,000 miles long-If your entire circulatory system—we’re talking veins, arter-
ies and capillaries—were laid out flat, it would stretch for more than 60,000 miles. That ’s long enough to go around 
the Earth almost two and a half times!  

• Lemons float, but limes sink-Try this easy science experiment, and you’ll find that lime slices drop to the bottom of a 
glass, while lemon slices float at the top. But why? Limes are denser than lemons. 

• Peanuts aren’t technically nuts-They’re legumes. According to Merriam-Webster, a nut is only a nut if it’s “a hard-
shelled dry fruit or seed with a separable rind or shell and interior kernel.” Other nuts that are really legumes are soy 
nuts (soybeans) and carob nuts. On the other hand, walnuts, hazelnuts and pecans fit the true definition of a nut, ac-
cording to the USDA. 

• Giraffe tongues can be 20 inches long-Their dark, bluish-black color is probably to prevent sunburn. 
• Your eye can see a million different colors-Our bodies are made up of some bizarre features! According 

to the American Academy of Ophthalmology, humans can distinguish approximately 10 million colors. 
That’s thanks to the cone cells in your retina, the back part of your eye that senses light and sends signals 
to your brain. These alerts allow you to perceive different colors. Some people who have a rare condition 
called tetrachromacy have an extra eye cone that enables them to see hundreds of millions of colors. 

• The Philippines consists of 7,641 islands-The Philippines is an archipelago, which means it’s made up of a group of 
islands—7,641 islands, to be exact. That figure does not include the thousands of sandbars and other landforms that 
emerge during low tide. 

• It takes a drop of water 90 days to travel the entire Mississippi River-Flowing approximately 2,340 miles, the Mis-
sissippi River is the fourth largest in the world, behind the Yangtze, Amazon and Nile rivers (when combined with its 
tributary, the Missouri River). That’s one long stretch of water. With speeds varying from 1.2 mph to 3 mph, one drop 
of water takes approximately 90 days to travel its entire length, as estimated by the National Park Service. 

• Armadillo shells are bulletproof-Talk about a hard shell to crack! In fact, one Texas man was hospitalized when a 
bullet he shot at an armadillo ricocheted off the animal and hit him in the jaw.  

• The first oranges weren’t orange- Oranges have a pretty interesting origin story. The first oranges from Southeast 
Asia were actually green. In fact, oranges in tropical regions, such as Vietnam and Thailand, still stay green through 
maturity. 

https://www.rd.com/author/elizabeth-yuko/
https://www.rd.com/author/marcy-lovitch/
https://www.rd.com/list/interesting-facts/
https://www.rd.com/list/bizarre-human-body-features-you-didnt-know-existed/
https://www.rd.com/article/orange-word-color-fruit/

