Garfield County Noxious Weed Control Board Meeting (Courthouse)
March 16, 2022
Present:
Ray Wolf (chair), Jim McKeirnan (GC Noxious Weed Coordinator), Bart Gingerich, Rick Slaybaugh, Tom Keatts and Mark Heitstuman (WSU Garfield County Extension Office).
Guests present- Lance Frederick (Pomeroy Conservation District), and Chance Appleford (Pomeroy Ranger District).
Meeting was called to order at 1:39 p.m. by Chairman Ray Wolf.
Minutes from previous meeting:

Minutes from the December 9, 2021, meeting were read. One correction was noted: Under New Business, Item 1- Two of the 5 Local County Weed Board members do not need to be in agriculture. The December 9, 2021, minutes said State instead of Local.

Minutes were approved as corrected. 
Old Business

A.
2021 GCNWCB Cost Sharing- 

Checks for 2021 Cost Share Payments were written on December 20th, 2021.
B.
Bonneville Power Administration- 

GCNWCB Coordinator Jim McKeirnan shared a draft letter to be sent to landowners and operators. It was reviewed by the board. Jim also shared a map of the North and South BPA Powerline right-a-ways in Garfield County. Landowners and operators can spray entire allotments that are noted on the map, not only directly under the powerlines. Bart Gingerich moved, and Rick Slaybaugh seconded to send the letter to Garfield County landowners and operators. It passed with a voice vote.

Jim shared a draft letter to be sent to the BPA requesting an increase in cost share money from the BPA. The current contract ends on September 30, 2022. The Columbia County Weed Board is requesting an increase in cost share money from BPA as well. The Weed Board recommended that the letter also states that application costs and labor costs have significantly increased since the last contract. Tom Keatts moved, and Bart Gingerich seconded to send the revised letter to the BPA. It passed with a voice vote.
C.
Sage Petty- The GCNWB agreed to again include a letter from Sage regarding the use of goats as a Vegetative Weed Management option. The letter will include a disclaimer stating that the GCNWCB does not endorse Sage’s business.
D. 
Leafy Spurge- Garfield County Weed Board Coordinator Jim McKeirnan stated that Garfield County will receive ten gallons of Tordon for Leafy Spurge control in 2022 from the State Weed Board. There is also ten gallons of Tordon remaining from last year. Jim will make the chemical available to landowners/managers for Leafy Spurge control. 
E.
Puget Sound Energy- no report.

New Business

A. Noxious Weed Assessment Billing and WSDOT Workgroup-
Jim distributed a progress report. There has been a lawsuit filed by a few counties to get a Weed Assessment put in place on State-owned land along State Highways. No action taken by the board.

B. Biocontrols for Yellow Starthistle- Jim contacted the Nez Perce Biocontrol Center regarding the availability of the new root-feeding biocontrol. It is not available for distribution in 2022.

C. Biocontrols for Field Bindweed- Jim reported that he can get biocontrols for Field Bindweed in 2022. Contact Jim for additional information. 
D. Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP)- $50,000 is again being budgeted by the Pomeroy Conservation District for 2022 cost shares. Lance Frederick reported that eleven producers applied for 2021 Cost Share funds from the Pomeroy Conservation District. Invoices for 2022 are due on June 1st. Has to be an NRCS-approved program.

E. Weed Board Assessment- Garfield County Assessor Brian Bartels discussed with the GCNWCB the need to clarify the rule for the $.08/acre Weed Board Assessment. Is it worth collecting for parcels under ten acres? Discussion followed. Bart Gingerich moved to recommend to the County Assessor that his office does not collect the Weed Board Assessment of $0.08/acre if one property owner owns a total of 10 acres or less. It was second by Rick Slaybaugh and passed with a voice vote. This recommendation will be forwarded to the Garfield County Commissioners. 
F. Chance Appleford, Pomeroy Ranger District- The Pomeroy Ranger District is looking for members for its Title II Board. Chance also gave an update on area weed control agreements.
G.
Next Meeting- 
It was recommended that the annual 2022 fall meeting of the GCNWCB be held on December 13, 2022. Tuesday and Thursdays are preferred as meeting dates by Weed Board members.

Meeting adjoined at 2:55 p.m. by Chairman Ray Wolf.
Respectively submitted,

Mark Heitstuman, WSU Garfield County Extension Office Director

