Garfield County Noxious Weed Control Board Meeting
(Garfield County Courtroom and virtually via GoToMeeting)
March 3, 2021
Present:
Ray Wolf (chair), Jim McKeirnan (GC Noxious Weed Coordinator), Bart Gingerich, Rick Slaybaugh, Tom Keatts and Mark Heitstuman (WSU Garfield County Extension Office).
Guests present- Scott Wolf and Monica Bartlow.
Meeting was called to order at 1:36 p.m. by Chairman Ray Wolf.
Minutes from previous meeting:

Minutes from the February 3, 2021 meeting were approved as read.  
Old Business

A.
2020 GCNWCB Cost Share Payments- Jim McKeirnan reported that 2020 cost 
share payments have been mailed, with no complaints.
B.
Bonneville Power Administration- Jim presented a letter and program record 
form that will be mailed to all landowners/managers with BPA Right-Of-Ways.  
$6500 will be available in 2021 and 2022 according to the signed contract with 
BPA.  BPA’s fiscal year is October 1-September 30.  Rick Slaybaugh moved 
and Tom Keatts seconded to approve the letter and form as presented. Passed 
with a voice vote.
C.
Sage Petty- The GCNWB agreed to again include a letter from Sage regarding the use of goats as a Vegetative Weed Management option.  The letter will include a disclaimer stating that the GCNWCB does not endorse Sage’s business.
D. 
Leafy Spurge- Garfield County Weed Board Coordinator Jim McKeirnan stated that Garfield County will receive 20 gallons of Tordon for Leafy Spurge control in 2021 from the State Weed Board.  Jim will make the chemical available to landowners/managers for Leafy Spurge control.  

E.
Puget Sound Energy- no report.

New Business

A.
State Weed Board Report- Mary Fee, the new Executive Secretary for the State Weed Board, will be invited to attend a future GCNWCB meeting.  Jim passed out the 2021 Washington State Noxious Weed List. 


RCW 17.10 House Bill 1355- there is legislation in the Washington State House to require State Lands to pay the going rate of weed assessment in each county.

B.
Biocontrols for Yellow Starthistle- Jim and Mark Heitstuman discussed that there is a new root feeding insect that has been approved to help control Yellow Starthistle.  Jim and Mark contacted the Nez Perce Biocontrol Center regarding availability. This new biocontrol will not be available for general distribution in 2021. Garfield County has requested to be considered as a test release sight when the new biocontrol is available, perhaps in 2022.
C.
Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP) - $50,000 is being budgeted by the Pomeroy Conservation District for 2021 cost shares.  Applications are due to the Conservation District by 5:00 pm on March 8, 2021.  Approved projects need to be completed by June 15, 2021.
D.
Cost Share- The 2021 Cost Share Form Letters and the Cost Share Application were reviewed by the board.  Poison Hemlock and Scotch Thistle were added as weeds available for cost share in 2021 (in addition to Yellow Starthistle and Rush Skeletonweed). Individuals should contact Jim McKeirnan if there are other weeds that the Weed Board should consider for future cost share consideration.


A statement will be added to the first paragraph that states: “Cost Share rate will vary from year to year based on applications being submitted county-wide.  The 2020 Cost Share rate paid by the GCNWCB was 21%.  The 2021 rate will be more or less.” 

E.
Weed Assessment Rate- The GCNWCB discussed the assessment rate and 
adding additional weeds for cost share consideration.
F.
Next Meeting- The next meeting of the GCNWCB will be held in December 
2021.  

Meeting adjoined at 2:38 p.m. by Chairman Ray Wolf.
Respectively submitted,

Mark Heitstuman, WSU Garfield County Extension Office Director

