Garfield County Noxious Weed Control Board Meeting
(Held Virtually via GoToMeeting)
February 3, 2021
Present:
Ray Wolf (chair), Jim McKeirnan (GC Noxious Weed Coordinator), Bart Gingerich, Gary Slaybaugh, Tom Keatts and Mark Heitstuman (WSU Garfield County Extension Office).
Guests present- Justin Dixon (County Commissioner), Larry Ledgerwood (County Commissioner), Donna Deal (BOCC Clerk), Mitch Ruchert, Emily Ruchert, Mitch McGreevy, and Monica Bartlow.
Meeting was called to order at 1:38 p.m. by Chairman Ray Wolf.
Minutes from previous meeting:

Minutes from the February 27, 2020 meeting were approved as read.  
Old Business

1.
Bonneville Power Administration- 

GCNWCB Coordinator Jim McKeirnan signed a contract with the BPA that provided $6,500 for weed control under powerline right-of-ways in 2020.  An additional $6,500 will be available in 2021 and 2022. The contract year is from October 1 to September 30 each year.  Jim sent letters to al landowners/managers with Garfield County BPA right-of-ways informing them that money was available for weed control from the BPA.  Chris Herres was the only applicant in 2020.  Chris had approximately 75 acres sprayed by helicopter and received a cost share payment of $3,137.35 in December.  Jim was able to bill the BPA for an additional 67-hours of Weed Board time in 2020 at a rate of $50 per hr.  $3,350 was available from BPA per their contract with the GCNWCB and was deposited into the Weed Board county account.
2.
2020 GCNWCB Cost Sharing- 
Jim McKeirnan presented the 2020 cost share requests and yearly data. Fourteen cooperators submitted requests for cost-sharing of chemicals totaling $69,935.37.  Jim noted that 3693.6 acres were sprayed in the 2020 cost share applications. 

There was discussion on cost share percentages by the board. Bart Gingerich 
moved to reimburse the cost share requests at a rate of 21% ($14,686.43 for 
2020). The motion was seconded by Gary Slaybaugh and passed with a voice 
vote.
3.
Garfield County Voluntary Stewardship Program (VSP)- 

County Commissioner Justin Dixon gave a VSP update.  $51,873 was provided in cost share money in 2020.  $50,000 is budgeted to be spent in cost shares by June 2021.  The next Garfield County VSP meeting will be held virtually on February 8, 2021 at 1:30 pm.
4.
Ravenna Grass-

Control measure for Ravenna Grass were taken in 2020.  Letters from the State Weed Board and the Garfield County Weed Board were sent to Mr. and Mrs. Maves regarding Ravenna Grass on their property.  The landowners are cooperating with the Weed Board on this matter.  Spraying and mowing took place in 2020.


5.
Biological Controls- 
Jim discussed the use of Field Bindweed biological controls along Deadman Road using biological controls.  The biocontrols were distributed on July 30, 2016.  Jim estimated control of the Bindweed at the release site at 80% four years after the initial release.  In 2019 Jim released Field Bindweed Biocontrols on the West and East ends of Pomeroy, near McGregors and near the City Cemetery. An additional release was made in 2020 on Dave Landgren property west of town.
6.
Puget Sound Energy- 

Anne Walsh from PSE was not able to attend the meeting. The GCNWCB has not received any complaints regarding weed control under the Wind Towers and commended PSE on their weed control efforts.  PSE plans to continue to spray and mow under county wind turbines.
7.
Leafy Spurge on Lynn Gulch-

10 additional gallons of Tordon were approved from the State Weed Board in 2020.  Due to COVID travel restrictions, the Tordon was not picked up in 2020. Jim will request an additional 10 gallons of Tordon for 2021. 

New Business

1.
Washington State DOT-
Noxious Weed Control Boards lack express statutory authority to assess against state lands.
2.
White Bryony-

White Bryony has been classified as a Class B designate in Garfield County (control required) on the 2021 State Noxious Weed List.  Turkish Thistle is a new Class A weed listed on the State Weed List for 2021.
3.
Garfield County “Code of the West”-
Endorsed by the Garfield County Commissioners.  Noxious weeds are included in the Garfield County Code of the West.

4.
Weed Assessment Rate- No Discussion

5.
2021 GCNWCB Budget-


Jim passed out the 2021 Noxious Weed Board Budget for the amount of $39,000.   An increase of $6,500 in revenue is expected from the BPA contract. Tom Keatts moved and Bart Gingerich seconded to support the 2021 budget.  The motion passed with a voice vote.  This budget was previously approved by the Garfield County Commissioners at a December 2020 meeting.
6.
Election of Board Members-

Bart Gingerich, Board Member for District 4, is up for re-election. The term is for 5 years.  Gary Slaybaugh moved and Tom Keatts seconded to appoint Bart Gingerich as the GCNWCB District 4 representative for another term. The motion passed with a voice vote.

7.
Election of 2021 Officers-

Bart Gingerich moved to re-elect Ray Wolf as Chair, Rick Slaybaugh as Vice Chair, and Mark Heitstuman as Secretary for 2021.  The motion was seconded by Gary Slaybaugh and passed with a voice vote.


8.
Other New Business-
Justin Dixon reported that he has been approached by community members concerning the control of Poison Hemlock and Scotch Thistle within the county.  Discussion followed.  The GCNWCB recommended that the general cost share letter be revised in 2021.  And that a second letter be drafted and presented to the board at the March 2021 meeting targeting the control of Poison Hemlock and Scotch Thistle by landowners with these weeds on their property.
9.
Next Meeting- 
The next meeting of the GCNWCB will be held virtually on March 3, 2021 at 1:30 pm using GoToMeeting. Jim McKeirnan will confirm the date and notify board members and the public.
Meeting adjoined at 2:59 p.m. by Chairman Ray Wolf.
Respectively submitted,

Mark Heitstuman, WSU Garfield County Extension Office Director

