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Do you have an event or story you would like featured in
﻿ The Ag Sounder? Let us know!

In This Issue:

Cultivating Success Agriculture Entrepreneurship & Business Planning Course: Jan
20th-March 1, 2026
WSU Thurston County Grassland Resilience Project opportunity - accepting
applications now and throughout 2026

https://extension.wsu.edu/
https://extension.wsu.edu/


SW Washington Grasslands & Grazing Photography Competition
WA State Organic & Sustainable Farming Fund - accepting applications through
February 9th
Celebrate local prairies and grazing lands with the UN International Year of
Rangelands and Pastoralists. Exhibit visiting Timberland Regional Libraries through
2026
Ag Youth Career Fair at Avanti High School - February 26th
Save the Date! - SWWA Grazing School - April 16th-19th

Help support the Cougs with a donation to WSU College of Agriculture, Human and
Natural Resource Sciences

Make a Gift Today!

WSU Extension will be offering our Cultivating Success course this winter, and we’d like
to share this opportunity offered statewide, online and with Spanish interpretation.
 

https://foundation.wsu.edu/give/?fund=aa01e986-cbe4-451a-8841-a5da9b631671&cat=idonate_colleges&area=idonate_agricultural_human_and_natural_resource_sciences&utm_campaign=cahnrs-academic-excellence-fund
https://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/smallfarm/760716180468/sierra.smith1/wsu.edu/


Agriculture Entrepreneurship and Business Planning Course
This course will walk you through the steps to create a farm business plan through weekly
online classes with guest speaker farmers and resource providers and connections in
regional groups.
Tuesdays, January 20- March 1, 2026, 6-8pm with in-person intensives on Feb 28
and March 7  

Location: Virtual, statewide with Spanish interpretation 
Cost: $200 Scholarships available to anyone for whom the class fee is a barrier
 

Visit the Cultivating Success website to learn
more and to register

WSU’s Thurston County Agriculture Team set to implement
over $1 Million in grassland resilience projects on local

farms

If you are managing grasslands on your farm and you are interested in improving soil
health, converting to rotational grazing, or installing trees and shrubs to build habitat and
support your livestock, read on.

Over the next 3 years WSU has funding to improve the mineral balance and biological
functionality on 500 acres of local agricultural grasslands. Additionally, this project will help
local farmers convert 300 acres of continuously grazed grasslands to rotational grazing
through fencing and livestock water projects. And excitingly, we aim to install 100 acres of
silvopasture and other agroforestry techniques to begin to understand how these
important climate mitigation and habitat tools can be applied locally.

The project is funded by the Department of Defense and Joint Base Lewis McChord’s on-
going commitment to protecting prairie habitat in the region. Technical partners include the
non-profits Agroforestry Northwest and Ecostudies Institute, as well as technical service
providers from the Thurston Conservation District.
Applications are being accepted now and throughout 2026.

You can read more and get application materials on our website:
https://extension.wsu.edu/thurston/repi-grant/

https://lists.cahnrs.wsu.edu/cgi-bin/dada/mail.cgi/r/smallfarm/222844934598/sierra.smith1/wsu.edu/
https://www.cultivatingsuccesswa.org/courseregistration
https://extension.wsu.edu/thurston/repi-grant/


Projects will be selected on a quarterly basis with the first batch of projects identified by
April 30, 2026.

Reach out directly to agriculture specialist Sierra Smith
to discuss potential projects ideas: sierra.smith1@wsu.edu.

Southwest Washington Grasslands and Grazing
Photography Contest

This contest focuses on grazing lands and prairies in Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason, Pacific,
and Thurston Counties, and is timed to generate artistic content for the 2026 United
Nations “International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists”. All submissions are eligible
for public arts exhibits.

The contest will run from May 1st, 2025 through September 10th, 2026.

Visit the IYRP Photography Contest webpage to learn more.

mailto:sierra.smith1@wsu.edu
https://extension.wsu.edu/thurston/iyrp-photography-contest/


Apply online through Tilth Alliance.

Tilth Alliance Grant Opportunity!

The Washington State Organic & Sustainable Farming Fund is currently accepting
applications until Monday, February 9. Farmers who currently use or are in the process of
adopting regenerative, sustainable, and/or organic principles and non-profit farms are
eligible to apply. Applications can be submitted online or in hard copy.
 
A wide range of project types are eligible for funding, including implementation of climate-
smart practices, natural habitat conservation or restoration, native pollinator protection,
improving soil health, and preventing erosion. Priority is given to projects that utilize
shared resources and increase climate resilience, protect wildlife habitat and water quality,
and improve soil health.

Apply online through Tilth Alliance.

International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists

https://tilthalliance.org/our-work/wa-farming-agriculture/washington-state-organic-sustainable-farming-fund/washington-state-organic-sustainable-farming-fund-application/
https://tilthalliance.org/our-work/wa-farming-agriculture/washington-state-organic-sustainable-farming-fund/
https://tilthalliance.org/our-work/wa-farming-agriculture/washington-state-organic-sustainable-farming-fund/washington-state-organic-sustainable-farming-fund-application/


"Rangelands" or "pastoralists" may not be the first words that come to mind when you
think of SW Washington prairies and grazing lands. But these landscapes of ours (and the
people who live in, take care of, and work in them) are very much part of the earth's
incredible, and threatened, grasslands. The precarious state of these wildlife-rich biomes
has been recognized in 2026 with the United Nations International Year of Rangelands
and Pastoralists. To take advantage of this global 'limelight', a coalition of local partners
will be circulating an educational grasslands exhibit through all/most of the Timberland
Regional Libraries.

We'll feature local educational resources, some events with local ranchers/livestock
producers, emphasize the long legacy of indigenous grassland stewardship, and host farm
walks through the SW WA Grazing Association. Big thanks to partners at TRL including
the special events team, City of Olympia for opening their doors to a hosted event this
summer (July-ish), and the SW WA Ag Park (and Stone City Event Center) in Tenino
where we'll host a prairie and grazing lands party this fall with art, food, speakers and
more. Reach out with questions and interests in collaborating (bramwell@wsu.edu).

Ag Youth Career Fair - Thursday, February 26th
3:00-5:00pm at Avanti High School

CTE Teachers in the Sound South are invited to bring youth (ages 14-20) to a Career Fair
on February 26 from 3:00-5:00 hosted by the SouthSound Agriculture, Food and Natural
Resources CTE Advisory Committee. Local employers in agriculture and natural
resources are invited to table at this career fair – come with your job opportunities
(seasonal, one-time jobs, etc.)

Employers: Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resources Employers who will hire youth.
Examples: Local Farms, Landscapers, Christmas Tree Farms, City of Olympia Parks
Dept., TCD and more

Students: Students interested in a job in the AFNR field should attend. Ages 14-20
invited. Should be reliable and have good people skills.

Teachers: CTE Teachers will promote the career fair to students. We encourage making
this a field trip and providing transportation or taking the City Bus to get students there.



Employers and Teachers can RSVP on this google
spreadsheet.

Save the Date!
Southwest Washington Grazing School 2026

The Southwest Washington Grazing School will be held at the Skookumchuck Grange in
Tenino, Washington on April 16th-19th, 2026. Registration details will be coming soon!
Visit the Grazing School web page for more information.

Contact Stephen Bramwell if you have questions!
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