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Hard to believe, but it is coming up on 9 years since I started with Extension back in 2016.
The great pleasure of this work is to be in community, hammering away on incredibly
difficulty issues with amazing partners: farmers, individuals, conservation districts, EDCs,
NABC, county government, Ports, non-profits like Ecostudies, and the list is too long to not
miss someone. In these eight years the energy and attention focused on agriculture has
increased amazingly. While the pressure on local farmers is as high as it has ever been
from development, difficult pricing, overseas competition, no safety net, and the herculean
rigors of running a farm business, I am yet more optimistic now than at any time that I've
worked in agriculture in the last 20 years. While the odds are steep, there seems to be a



building urgency and will to act in the community. Maybe it is a growing sense and
awareness of what we have to lose. Even as supporters increase, the number of people
we need to win over to championing local farms in the most direct ways, from a carrot
purchase to a donation to a local land trust or other, numbers in the tens and hundreds of
thousands, just in our region. And meanwhile, every day counts on the farm: there's
precious little margin for breakdown, illness or injury. As I look back on some of our wins
from 2023 and 2024, I'm proud of what we do at Extension in the ag program and all our
programs, and I'm prouder still when I know our best wins are matched or bested by
partners. That in south Puget Sound and southwest Washington there's an expanding
network determined to hold on to and grow agriculture in the best of ways. Thank you to
all of the WSU program leads, employees, volunteers, community partners, funders, and
partners in cahoots. Here's to a solid finish through the rest of 2024 and another year
building the movement for agriculture and incredible community Extension programs in
2025! - County Director, Stephen Bramwell

Click here to view the full 2023 Impact Report.

https://extension.wsu.edu/thurston/community-impact/


Revised Publication - Considerations & Resources for Vineyard
Establishment in the Inland Pacific Northwest

Vineyard establishment requires careful planning and implementation. This guide is
designed to help you through the initial questions and considerations before establishing a
new vineyard.

Click here to view the publication.

https://pubs.extension.wsu.edu/considerations-and-resources-for-vineyard-establishment-in-the-inland-pacific-northwest


Help Shape the Future of Farming in Puget Sound

You support our communities by producing fresh food, supporting ecosystem services,
and contributing to the local economy. However, the viability of agriculture is a deep
challenge, as reflected in the most recent Census of Agriculture. 
 
To address these challenges, American Farmland Trust (AFT) is conducting a survey of
current, former, and aspiring farmers in the Puget Sound region. This survey will inform
the development of a roadmap and action plan to address Puget Sound agricultural
viability, along with a toolkit for county governments to better plan for and serve farmers in
their communities.  
 
Will you take a moment to fill out their survey? Not only will you help shape the future of
agriculture, but you could also win a $100 VISA gift card or “No Farms No Food” cap! 

We know it is a busy time for farmers, and we appreciate you taking the time to share your
challenges and needs. You can learn more about this project and sign up for updates on
AFT’s website.  

Click here to take the survey.

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/farmland.org/project/wa-viability/__;!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!swecirwRIqF7rYUCLzYRC1x79_CwF2l2T7LelFg7wE1o72seorbySWvr6zxZO212wZGA47ozBW7OZaJOQrK3%24
https://farmland.org/project/wa-viability/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/65ZKPP8


Join the Flood Hazard Mitigation Committee

Thurston County Flood Hazard Mitigation Committee is looking for an agriculture or
aquaculture representative who deals with flooding to join the Flood Hazard Mitigation
Committee as they plan to update the Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan in 2025. This will
consist of attending 5 meetings held between January - June 2025 (likely 1 hour long and
hybrid). View the current Flood Hazard Mitigation Plan here.

Please contact amelia.schwartz@co.thurston.wa.us if interested.

https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/community-planning-and-economic-development-cped/community-planning/cp-floods
mailto:amelia.schwartz@co.thurston.wa.us


Click here for more information.

https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/fairgrounds-caretaker-contract-opportunity


WSDA Taste Washington Day

Wednesday, October 2nd

Taste Washington Day is a day for school districts around the state to celebrate Farm to
School and local agriculture. On Wednesday, October 2nd, or another day in October,
nutrition services staff, school gardeners, teachers, administrators, and volunteers all over
Washington serve school meals with local ingredients and do activities to help children
learn about the farms that feed us.

This celebration was cooked up by the Washington School Nutrition Association (WSNA) and
Washington State Department of Agriculture (WSDA) with support from Office of Superintendent
of Public Instruction Child Nutrition Services to promote locally grown food served in school
meals. Taste Washington Day serves as Washington State’s kick-off for the month-long
celebration of National Farm to School Month in October.

Click here to learn more.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fagr.wa.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fbusiness-and-marketing-support%2Ffarm-to-school%2Fwsda-farm-to-school-program%2Ftaste-washington-day__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!vtAXjr07bErnssgwWCbPHaV4XKMfULF8p1sAjZ2ZCbRzVMhl_CdwWllomZ9YzGtWVOrSj9u5EJSeeu3Y7QKFZ4I-fzd9hjFMxPhlL0dz%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C39b36545bb624e206e4b08dcc6dcec4a%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638603899400396126%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NNLs45PSX3oURAjif1rInqFNf5inOAEm3hXGEX8xTXw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwashingtonsna.org%2F__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!vtAXjr07bErnssgwWCbPHaV4XKMfULF8p1sAjZ2ZCbRzVMhl_CdwWllomZ9YzGtWVOrSj9u5EJSeeu3Y7QKFZ4I-fzd9hjFMxCKPDdfg%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C39b36545bb624e206e4b08dcc6dcec4a%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638603899400419062%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=rJKmdE0WXwPruo1seRNUk4KSYkoYTIt4BlF8n8pWe7k%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.agr.wa.gov%2Ffarmtoschool__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!vtAXjr07bErnssgwWCbPHaV4XKMfULF8p1sAjZ2ZCbRzVMhl_CdwWllomZ9YzGtWVOrSj9u5EJSeeu3Y7QKFZ4I-fzd9hjFMxBmMN83O%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C39b36545bb624e206e4b08dcc6dcec4a%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638603899400445113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=oU%2F%2FRdXYxQUJWEqjEgA%2B2FM7pxw5ATnJprO0e5IbgtM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.k12.wa.us%2Fpolicy-funding%2Fchild-nutrition__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!vtAXjr07bErnssgwWCbPHaV4XKMfULF8p1sAjZ2ZCbRzVMhl_CdwWllomZ9YzGtWVOrSj9u5EJSeeu3Y7QKFZ4I-fzd9hjFMxLW5r3pX%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C39b36545bb624e206e4b08dcc6dcec4a%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638603899400459769%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k5Fzklma1G69qj5WqVZ2jYo%2Bg5oRtiMJTGw9VUrXxeI%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.k12.wa.us%2FChildNutrition%2F__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!vtAXjr07bErnssgwWCbPHaV4XKMfULF8p1sAjZ2ZCbRzVMhl_CdwWllomZ9YzGtWVOrSj9u5EJSeeu3Y7QKFZ4I-fzd9hjFMxJGLL8Pn%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C39b36545bb624e206e4b08dcc6dcec4a%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638603899400471256%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=v2%2FHP7%2BY5z7BBlO9KLu5icmYMwQc5BJl7RRvFeZkcuU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__http%3A%2F%2Fwww.farmtoschool.org%2Four-work%2Ffarm-to-school-month__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!vtAXjr07bErnssgwWCbPHaV4XKMfULF8p1sAjZ2ZCbRzVMhl_CdwWllomZ9YzGtWVOrSj9u5EJSeeu3Y7QKFZ4I-fzd9hjFMxDugQy3T%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C39b36545bb624e206e4b08dcc6dcec4a%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638603899400486113%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=cGimm%2BVtpFTHE0XFO7har5dPa7cO0UJ60O5hCW2qnos%3D&reserved=0
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/business-and-marketing-support/farm-to-school/wsda-farm-to-school-program/taste-washington-day


Click here to learn more and register.

https://extension.oregonstate.edu/sorec/events/agroforestry-forest-farming-native-forest-crops-introduction


Click here to register.

https://wsu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_006snNcvDgU6RZY


Click here to learn more.

https://www.thurstoncd.com/harvest-festival/


Click here to register.

 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/farmer-wellness-event-tickets-1024311753027?aff=oddtdtcreator
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