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Do you have an event or story you would like featured in
​ The Ag Sounder? Let us know!

In This Issue:

Saving Seeds From Your Garden of Farm Workshop - August 24
Washington Field Day & Buckwheat Festival - August 26
Learn How to Apply & Receive Grant Funding Workshop - August 26

https://extension.wsu.edu/
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=bf603800-b95c-4e41-bb9d-643f2d5e90e6


Help Shape the Future of Farming in Puget Sound Survey
WSDA Compost Reimbursement Program
Photography Contest Judges Needed
Whole Farm Planning Course - September 23 - November 5
'Women's Work': Female Farmer Documentary Set to Premier - Capital Press Article
Thurston County Veterans Assistance Program Survey
July Sets Heat Records in CA, Just Misses OR & WA - Capital Press Article
Resilerator Northwest: Business Skills Intensive - October 1 - December 17
Save the Date - Food Forests Workshop - October 19

Help support the Cougs with a donation to WSU College of Agriculture, Human and
Natural Resource Sciences

Make a Gift Today!

https://foundation.wsu.edu/give/?fund=aa01e986-cbe4-451a-8841-a5da9b631671&cat=idonate_colleges&area=idonate_agricultural_human_and_natural_resource_sciences&utm_campaign=cahnrs-academic-excellence-fund


Click here to register.

https://events.humanitix.com/saving-garden-seeds


Join us for a day of seed-to-plate learning and culinary celebration! OSA’s Washington
Field Day & Buckwheat Festival is right around the corner.

� Date | August 26, 2024
� Time | 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon; and 2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
� Place | OSA's research farm at Finnriver Farm & Cidery, Chimacum, WA 

Farm Tour Field Day - 10:00 am - 12:00 noon
All are invited to join the OSA NW Research and Education team for a field walk and
tasting to learn about our current research projects and partnerships. Featured projects
include carrot, spinach, tomato, sorghum, mung bean and buckwheat trials. We’ll start
with an overview, walk through the trials and culminate with a participatory taste test of a
diverse rainbow of carrot varieties. 

Buckwheat Festival - 2:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Co-hosted with Washington State University. Come on out and join conversations about
the potential of buckwheat to diversify our local diets and enhance our farm ecosystems.
The festival will include discussions on crop agronomics and variety qualities,
conversations with farmers about experiences in growing buckwheat for local markets,



seed processing and milling demonstrations, storytelling about buckwheat’s histories and
cultural pathways, farm to school opportunities, tastings, celebrations, and more. Hear
from event co-hosts at the Sustainable Seed Systems Lab, WSU and WSDA farm to
school leaders, along with chefs, millers, and bakers.

Click here to learn more and register.

Grant Assistance Pt 2: Learn How to Apply & Receive Grant
Funding Workshop

Monday, August 26th - 6:00pm-8:30pm
582 Tilley Ct. SE, Suite 152

Tumwater, WA 98501

Have you been interested in applying for grant funding through the Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) or the Rural Energy for America Program (REAP)? Has the initial
paperwork felt really overwhelming? Join us with staff from the Farm Service Agency (FSA), and
NRCS, and REAP program coordinators to learn more about available grants programs and how
to get involved in the next steps and processes. We will go over how to fill important paperwork
out and have time set aside to do so in-person that evening. Feel free to bring your laptop/tablet
to work together.

This paperwork and information is necessary when applying for Environmental Quality Incentive
Program (EQIP), Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP), and Rural Energy for America
Program (REP), funds which can help initiate and maintain Best Management Practices such as
installing a high tunnel, hedgerow, cross fencing, manure management, pasture renovation,
solar panels, and much more.

Click here to register.

https://seedalliance.org/events/field-day-buckwheat/
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/73df3100e13c47fe98cbcc013be7ee19


Help Shape the Future of Farming in Puget Sound

Farmers support their communities by producing fresh food, supporting ecosystem
services, and contributing to the local economy. However, the viability of agriculture is a
deep challenge, as reflected in the most recent Census of Agriculture. To address these
challenges, American Farmland Trust is conducting a survey of current, former, and
aspiring farmers in the Puget Sound region to understand the needs and challenges they
are facing.

This survey will inform the development of a roadmap and action plan to address Puget
Sound agricultural viability, along with a toolkit for county governments to better plan for
and serve farmers in their communities. We are offering farmers a chance to win a $100
VISA gift card or “No Farms No Food” cap for their participation. The survey is available in
English and Spanish.

Click here to take the survey.

https://farmland.org/
https://farmland.org/
https://farmland.org/
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F65ZKPP8__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!oOdvn8lbeSabWVnKFqNkHchNr-ocCAvtB5RepXhNGjsmRxXvogPXX8-yA1bnCdg1nh5qkqbZO_9EKzgU4QXC%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C76cb635d30fc489bed9808dcab78d562%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638573782666773483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OHn9PKkKli2kCX2NS8JFRAh5gGJi0dv0wAfyxkYTuUc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.com%2Fv3%2F__https%3A%2F%2Fwww.surveymonkey.com%2Fr%2F65ZKPP8__%3B!!JmPEgBY0HMszNaDT!oOdvn8lbeSabWVnKFqNkHchNr-ocCAvtB5RepXhNGjsmRxXvogPXX8-yA1bnCdg1nh5qkqbZO_9EKzgU4QXC%24&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C76cb635d30fc489bed9808dcab78d562%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638573782666773483%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OHn9PKkKli2kCX2NS8JFRAh5gGJi0dv0wAfyxkYTuUc%3D&reserved=0
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/65ZKPP8


WSDA Compost Reimbursement Program

The Compost Reimbursement Program (CRP) is a grant program that reimburses
Washington farmers who purchase compost from certain commercial facilities in the state.
CRP provides a financial incentive for applying compost onto agricultural land. In addition
to providing funding, the program studies the impact of compost on soil quality and carbon
storage. Note: This year the application is not first-come, first-served. You can apply up
until the application deadline. 

Click here to learn more and apply.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flists.cahnrs.wsu.edu%2Fcgi-bin%2Fdada%2Fmail.cgi%2Fr%2Fsmallfarm%2F743581976579%2Fbramwell%2Fwsu.edu%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7C74bd3e86444b43947f4a08dcb008eda7%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638578799614560878%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lefoRcGVeggzCd9bDsDXjw7OSIxIvu48mhstHu8LrXI%3D&reserved=0
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/land-and-water/natural-resources/soil-health/compost-reimbursement


Farm Photography Judges Needed

Would you like to help local agriculture be more visible and more understandable to
consumers and the general public? The WSU Extension agriculture team is seeking
farmers and non-farmers from Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason, Pacific, Pierce, or
Thurston Counties to help judge a farm photography contest. The time commitment for
judging would be only two to three 30 to 40 minute meetings over the remainder of 2024.
This is an opportunity to help farmers and farms be more visible using public arts venues.
Please consider joining for this artistic, practical, and educational effort. 

"In the end we will conserve only what we love, we will love only what we understand, and
we will understand only what we are taught." Baba Dioum, Senegalese Forestry Engineer

Please contact bramwell@wsu.edu to express interest.

mailto:bramwell@wsu.edu


Click here to learn more and register.

https://www.cultivatingsuccesswa.org/whole-farm-planning


'Women's Work': Female Farmer Documentary Set to Premier

The documentary film "Women's Work: The Untold Story of America's Female Farmers,"
will premiere Sept. 26 on Spokane PBS station KSPS, and be available for viewing
through streaming.

Click here to read the full Capital Press article.

Thurston County Veterans Service Needs & Awareness Survey

Are you a veteran, relative or friend of a veteran, or interested in veterans’ services in our
community? Your valuable input will help us determine where to focus efforts and
resources to better support veterans in our community.

Click here to complete the survey.

https://www.capitalpress.com/ag_sectors/rurallife/womens-work-female-farmer-documentary-set-to-premiere/article_0c6e2188-5504-11ef-8bf4-87d58b500d4c.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily-capital-press-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=read more
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/LSNSV95


July Sets Heat Record in California, Just Misses in Oregon &
Washington

"California had its hottest July in 130 years of record-keeping, while Oregon and
Washington recorded their second-hottest Julys, according to the National Centers for
Environmental Information. Idaho had its eighth-warmest July. All four states had below-
average rain totals."

Click here to read the full Capital Press article.

https://www.capitalpress.com/climate_changed/july-sets-heat-record-in-california-just-misses-in-oregon-washington/article_99b604d2-559c-11ef-b969-afefd1ffde06.html?utm_source=newsletter&utm_campaign=daily-capital-press-newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_content=read more


Click here to learn more and register.

https://www.agbizcenter.org/business-services/northwest-resilerator/


Food Forests Workshop

Saturday - October 19th
Olympia, WA

Food Forests are cultivated intentional forests using edible and useful plants, assembled
together to maximize relationships and enhance ecological function. This workshop will
provide a primer on Food Forestry in the Pacific Northwest with an experienced instructor
and many hands-on examples.  Curriculum will include design considerations for food
forests, tending the soil, plant relationships & guilds, animals in your food forest, pest and
disease control, food forest management throughout the year, and more!  

Click here to register.
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https://events.humanitix.com/food-forests-workshop
mailto:ashley.downs@wsu.edu
https://extension.wsu.edu/thurston/
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