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Do you have an event or story you would like featured in
​ The Ag Sounder? Let us know!

In This Issue:

Food Northwest HACCP in Spanish - July 18 & 25
Burnt Ridge Farm & Orchard Tours
Apiaries, Bees & Community Workshop - July 27

https://extension.wsu.edu/
http://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&nav=3c4925e5-8c57-44e6-924d-94f725cb1a61


Dupont Farmers Market - August - September
Thurston County Fair - July 31- August 4
Steve Stinson Legacy Family Forest Field Day - August 10
WA Dept. of Ecology - Drought Response Grant Opportunity
2024 Farms Forever Dinner - August 17
Explore Your Farm Dreams - August 19
Food Safety Survey
Photography Contest Judges Needed
USDA Food Certification for Specialty Crops Program
Sustainable Mulch Management Newsletter
Whole Farm Planning Course - September 23 - November 5

Help support the Cougs with a donation to WSU College of Agriculture, Human and
Natural Resource Sciences

Make a Gift Today!

Food Northwest HACCP in Spanish

Thursday - July 25th
Online

This course introduces food industry professionals to the concepts of HACCP in Spanish.
Through group exercises and discussions, participants will learn to identify hazards
associated with food production: microbiological, chemical, and physical. Participants will
leave with a better understanding of key concepts for implementing and maintaining a
HACCP based food safety management system.
Nina Parkinson will walk attendees through the principals needed to enhance their critical
thinking skills related to food safety and HACCP systems. Emphasis will be focused on
microbial food safety, understanding and evaluating flow diagrams, hazard analysis,

https://foundation.wsu.edu/give/?fund=aa01e986-cbe4-451a-8841-a5da9b631671&cat=idonate_colleges&area=idonate_agricultural_human_and_natural_resource_sciences&utm_campaign=cahnrs-academic-excellence-fund


validation, and verification.

Click here to learn more and register.

Click here for more information & tickets.

https://www.cvent.com/c/express/ef70fdda-c1fe-47a2-aa85-42374fa1bf41
https://www.burntridgenursery.com/Farm-Tours/products/165/


Apiaries, Bees, & Community Workshop

Saturday - July 27
2016 Elliot Ave NW
Olympia, WA 98502

You’re invited to gather for an on-farm learning circle and conversation for women and
non-binary military veteran farmers, hosted by American Farmland Trust and Garden
Raised Bounty (GRuB)! If you’ve been curious about how to incorporate bees into your
farm, for both pollination and to produce a product, this learning circle is a great place to
start!

Click here to learn more and register.

https://farmland.salsalabs.org/olyagvetsjuly2024/index.html


Click here to learn more.

https://dupontwa.gov/566/Farmers-Market


Thurston County Fair is this coming Wednesday July 31st through Sunday August 4th.
Enjoy this quintessential family event combing youth educational projects with FFA and 4-
H members, rides, community artwork, food entries, flower arrangements, indulgent fair
food, and plenty of community and educational exhibits on farming, natural resource
conservation, ecological restoration, farmland protection, raising livestock of all kinds and
sizes, science, sewing, robotics, shooting sports, photography, and much more!

Click here for more information & to purchase tickets.

https://www.thurstoncountywa.gov/departments/community-planning-and-economic-development/fairgrounds-events-center/fair-tickets


Steve Stinson Legacy Family Forest Field Day

Saturday - August 10
Longview, WA 98632

Whether you own a “home in the woods” or many acres of land, this “out in the woods”
educational event is packed with practical “how-to” information that you need to know.

Stewarding land is both rewarding and challenging. Successful management is due to the
decisions you make and the actions you take. Attending the Family Forest Field Day will
prepare you to plan and execute sound practices, enabling you to accomplish your
management objectives, reduce risks, and protect your financial investment.
Don’t own land but are still interested in learning more about forests? 

​All are welcome! Maybe you’re thinking about buying some forestland but want to see
what you’re getting into?  This is a great opportunity to learn about what to look out for
when buying forestland.

Click here to learn more and register.

Water Resource Drought Response Grant Opportunity

Washington State Department of Ecology issued a Drought Emergency Declaration on
April 16, 2024. On April 10, 2024, the state Executive Water Emergency Committee
determined that specific areas in Washington meet the statutory criteria for drought
conditions described in Chapter 43.83B RCW, "water supply is less than 75 percent of
normal, resulting in undue hardships to water users and the environment." Under SHB
1138, Emergency Drought Response, funding became available to alleviate immediate
conditions from this drought. The adopted emergency drought funding rule, Chapter 173-
167 WAC, remains effective until Aug. 14, 2024. 

https://forestry.wsu.edu/sw/fd2024/


Click here to learn more and apply.

Click here for more information & to purchase tickets.

https://ecology.wa.gov/about-us/payments-contracts-grants/grants-loans/find-a-grant-or-loan/drought-emergency-grants?mc_cid=253a3b1272&mc_eid=1dcee1cef8
https://www.communityfarmlandtrust.org/events.html


Click here to learn more and register.

https://www.cultivatingsuccesswa.org/explore-your-farm-dreams


Tilth Alliance Food Safety Survey

Tilth Alliance is gathering data as a baseline to better understand Washington’s small to
midsized farms food safety practices, as part of the Local Food Safety Collaborative’s
nationwide efforts. 
 
This information will help to inform outreach, education, and training to enhance food
safety and understanding of the FSA Food Modernization Act (FSMA) guidelines. The
survey is estimated to take between 10-15 minutes to complete.
 
All survey responders will be entered in a drawing to win two free tickets to this year’s Tilth
Conference or a $250 gift card to Johnny’s for seeds, tools, or supplies!
 
This year’s Tilth Conference will feature three days of activities including more than 25
producer-focused workshops, lectures and panel discussions, a half-day research
symposium, a vibrant two-day trade show, engaging national keynotes, a policy
roundtable, social events and more. 
 
Tilth Conference speakers present on a range of topics covering a variety of scales,
experience levels and interests — from implementing new technology to developing
expanding markets; from building food resiliency to creating change through political
advocacy. 

Click here to take the survey.

https://tilthalliance.org/our-work/wa-farming-agriculture/tilth-conference/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/TilthProduceSafety


Farm Photography Judges Needed

Would you like to help local agriculture be more visible and more understandable to
consumers and the general public? The WSU Extension agriculture team is seeking
farmers and non-farmers from Cowlitz, Grays Harbor, Lewis, Mason, Pacific, Pierce, or
Thurston Counties to help judge a farm photography contest. The time commitment for
judging would be only two to three 30 to 40 minute meetings over the remainder of 2024.
This is an opportunity to help farmers and farms be more visible using public arts venues.
Please consider joining for this artistic, practical, and educational effort. 

"In the end we will conserve only what we love, we will love only what we understand, and
we will understand only what we are taught." Baba Dioum, Senegalese Forestry Engineer

Please contact bramwell@wsu.edu to express interest.

mailto:bramwell@wsu.edu


USDA Food Safety Certification for Speciality Crops Program

Did your specialty crop operation recently incur on-farm food safety program expenses
related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification? You may be eligible for
financial assistance through USDA’s Food Safety Certification for Specialty Crops
Program (FSCSC) for 2024 and 2025.
FSCSC provides funds to specialty crop operations that incur eligible on-farm food safety
program expenses related to obtaining or renewing a food safety certification. FSCSC will
cover a percentage of the specialty crop operation’s cost of obtaining or renewing their
certification, as well as a percentage of their related expenses.

Click here to learn more and apply.

https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/food-safety


Sustainable Mulch Management Newsletter

The spring/summer edition of the Washington State University e-newsletter, Sustainable
Mulch Management, is now available! Access the current edition, review past editions, or
refer a friend to sign up for the free newsletter on our Mulch Technologies website.
 
This edition includes the following articles:

Impact of mulching on specialty crop performance
Developing a biobased weed barrier for direct-seeded, high density specialty crops
PFAS are not present in soil-biodegradable plastic mulch
Microplastics in agroecosystems: A growing concern beneath the surface!
Do you want to recycle your agricultural chemical containers?

Click here to read the latest edition.

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsmallfruits.wsu.edu%2Fplastic-mulches%2Fnewsletter%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cbramwell%40wsu.edu%7Cd8216409035142bfff7008dca1a04a2f%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638562957968200131%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1noEVpMHYh3%2BH%2Biy7L0QQ56mQUeWcQR%2BxuJHrR9QdU8%3D&reserved=0
https://files.constantcontact.com/ee4aa67d801/323e49b2-9197-4f39-b5af-7396e0df083b.pdf?_gl=1*danzwt*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjE4NDI3ODUuQ2p3S0NBand6SUsxQmhBdUVpd0FIUW1VM3NnVEMxN1h3emFMUVBDMXd4YjZzVnBtVm14UUVxNmVha1hFTlEzejJ4NXZVMG9NWlRsTEl4b0M4ekFRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_dc*R0NMLjE3MjE4NDI3ODUuQ2p3S0NBand6SUsxQmhBdUVpd0FIUW1VM3NnVEMxN1h3emFMUVBDMXd4YjZzVnBtVm14UUVxNmVha1hFTlEzejJ4NXZVMG9NWlRsTEl4b0M4ekFRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MjYzNzIxNjEwLjE3MjAwMjYxNjg.*_ga*ZTZmZDVjZWUtNTE5NC00MWRmLWFiNDctYzNkOGE0OWQ0ZTAy*_ga_14T5LGLSQ3*MTcyMTg0Mjc3NS43LjEuMTcyMTg0MjkxOS40MS4wLjA.


Click here to learn more and register.

 

https://www.cultivatingsuccesswa.org/whole-farm-planning
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