WASHINGTON STATE 4-H
DOG PROGRAM POLICIES

This is statewide program policies. Counties may be more restrictive.

SECTION |: PROJECT OBJECTIVES

Develop leadership, initiative, sportsmanship and
responsibility.

Develop self —reliance and patience by working
with your dog daily.

L earn cooperation asone part of adog and handler
team and by sharing your experiences with others

Learn to accept the judge’s decision gracefully.

Learn how to work with other 4-H members and
leaders.

Learn how to show and handle dogs safely.

Learnto keep good records and to use them to make
management decisions.

Learn show ring rules and etiquette.

Learn to be courteousto the public, judges, show
and fair officials, and other competitors.

Learn to carefor and manage adog.

Develop public speaking skills by expressing your
ideas before groups in demonstrations, judging
contests, and other activities.

Experiencethe pride of owning and showing your
4-H dog.

Enjoy and benefit from the experience of being an

active member of a4-H club.

1.

2.

3.

SECTION II: GENERAL RULES

A.Ageand Enrollment

Membership in4-H islimited to thefollowing
age/grade groups:
a. Cloverbud: Ages 5 — 7 years
b. Junior: Ages 8 -10 years
c. Intermediates: Ages 11— 13 years
d. Seniors: Ages 14 — Less than 19 years
Ageisdetermined as of October 1% of the current
4-H year.
All 4-H members must be enrolled in the dog
program to participate in 4-H dog shows.
Cloverbud members are not eligible for out-of-
county activities or competitive events.

B. Dog Car e Project Requirements

Accessto Dog.

Each member is expected to have access to one
or moredogs. Thismeansamember may borrow,
rent, or lease adog for aproject. This should be
indicated inthe 4-H Record Book. The dog must
be under the 4-H member’s care and training at
least 60 days before aqualifying show, as stated
in EM0758, Washington Sate4-H Youth Program
Policy.

Two membersmay shareadog astheir 4-H project.
There must be an agreement in each member’s
record about the shared dog. However,-if two
members arein the same age group they must not
beinthering at the sametime. Themanner of arun
off isto beat thediscretion of the Judge, and counties
may be morerestrictivethan the state \Washington
4-H Dog CarePalicy.
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Dogs may be any breed, mixed or purebred, but
not wolf or coyote hybrids.

Dogs may be spayed or neutered.

Blind and/or deaf dogsare allowed. Dogsthat are
lame or have some other handicap may be used if
the 4-H’er brings a statement from a veterinarian
stating that use as a4-H project dog will not have
any adverse effects on the dog’s health.
Dogsmust have proof of rabiesvaccination. Other
vaccinations may be recommended by your
veterinarian.

Bitches in season are allowed. When in season,
bitches must wear doggy britches. The show
superintendent must be notified if a bitch isin
season at check in.

Dogsthat exhibit aggressive, and/or unsocial, and/
or problem behavior, that cannot be controlled by
their handler, are a serious safety issue. Leaders
and Superintendents have the immediate authority
to excuse or place restrictions on such dog’s
participation in 4-H activities. Leaders and
Superintendentsmust inform their 4-H staff of their
decision and the appropriate plan of actionwould
follow. It isup to each county to decide what that
action would be. Every effort should be made to
see that the member is not excluded or excused.
Alternative suggestions should be offered to the
4-H member and family.

To compete at the Washington State 4-H Fair, the
dog must qualify at its county fair or other
designated qualifying show, and be approved by
County Staff.

C. Show and Ring

. Ribbons and Awards: The Danish System of Awards

will be used at 4-H designated shows and fairs. In
this system every contestant will receive an award
consisting of aflat blue, red or whiteribbon. Trophies
and/or Grand or Reserve Champion Rosettes may be
awarded in addition to the Danish System Awards.

. Conduct: The provisions of this rule shall apply to

the dog owner, exhibitor, and members of thefamily
of the person participating in the show or fair.
Approach thejudgefor information only, not to dispute
aplacing, and only after judging is compl eted.

a. Nooneisallowed to coach contestants
whilethey arein thering.

b. Theringisoff limitsto everyone except
working show personnel.

c. Thejudge should not be approached until
judging iscompleted.

d. Any infractions of the above may cause
the dismissal of the contestant from the
class and maybe from the show.

e. The Show Superintendent reservesthe
right to dismissany child or party from
any 4-H class of the show for any
misconduct or infractions of WWashington
Sate 4-H Dog Program. Excused
contestants may forfeit all awards
received at the show or in the class.

3. Protest: Whenanindividua isassistingwitha4-H

show, no one should interrupt or interferein any
manner. If someone doesnot agree with what isbeing
done, comments may be madeinwriting, tothe
superintendent. A judge’s decision, representing that
judge’s individua preference, cannot be protested
unlessitisallegedto violatetherules. Each protest
must belodged, inwriting, by at least two exhibitors
and an adult. Each exhibitor must befrom adifferent
club and/or county. In classeswith asingle exhibitor,
or participant, asingle exhibitor may protest. The
protest must be filed with the appropriate show
superintendent or assistant manager within 12 hours
of thetime of the cause and the protest. A fee may
be charged and accompany the protest whichis
refundable, only if the protest isupheld. The protest
will be acted upon by acommittee selected by the
fair manager. Thecommitteedecisionwill befinal.



D. 4-H Ground Rulesfor Youth and Adults

L eadersand Parents: Please makeyour members
aware of these “Ground Rules” when they participate
in 4-H activities.

Breaking any of the following rules may result in
your dismissal by the show superintendent from ashow
or fair and forfeiture of al awards. Also, any gross
abuse of these rules may cause the removal of a 4-H
member from the 4-H Program.

4-H events are provided for under the auspices of
Washington State University Extension. For youth
safety, we ask that you help us enforce these rules:

1. Volunteer staff must adhereto thepoliciesaffecting
volunteersin Washington Sate4-H Youth Program
Policy, EMQ758.

2. All volunteers, participants, and parents must

adhere to the Washington 4-H ethics code; see

C1000, A Valuable Partnership.

No alcoholic beverages.

Nodrugs.

No smoking or tobacco products.

No abuse of dogs.

No coaching of youth whilethey arein thering or

showing their dogs.

8. Adultsmay not groom or school ashow dogwhile
on the grounds. Designated adults may help
memberswith the project.

9. Theringisoff limitsto everyone except working
show personnel.

10. Approach the judge for information only, not to
dispute a placing, and only after judging is
completed.

11. Show personnel may dismissavisiblyill dogfrom
participation.

12. All exhibitors must participate in Herdsmanship,
if offered.

13. Leaders will ask a member of their club to leave
the show grounds with his or her dog if behavior
is unacceptable.

14.0nly dogs entered in classeswith of f |eash exercises

may be off leash at any time and these only in the
show or practice ring.

No ok ow

15. At abenched show, thereisno eating or drinking
inthe benching area.

16. Prong, spike collars, head collars, electric collars
and muzzles are not allowed on the show grounds.

17. Dogs may be shown with minor, non- contagious
allments. However, thisisashow management decision
and a veterinarian’s certificate may be required.

18. Running or rowdy behavior is not allowed.

19. DRESS CODE:

4-H participants, (defined as; 4-H members,
Leaders, and Parents or other adults), must dress
tastefully and conservatively. Sandals may be worn
with stockings. Barefeet and exposed midriffsare not
allowed. All shirts must have at least 3 finger width
straps at the shoulders. Low-cut necklines or sexually
provocative clothing will not be permitted. Mesh or
seethrough (sheer) clothingisnot allowed. Underwear
may not be exposed. Clothing that advertises alcohol,
drugs, tobacco, gang affiliation, sexually explicit
messages or obscenities will not be allowed. Skirt
lengths will not exceed 2 inches above the top of the
knee. All clothing and shoes must be clean and in good
repair. 4-H participants may not participate in any 4-
H activity unless they acknowledge and comply with
the above dress code. If, in the opinion of the activity
or event officials, a participant does not comply, the
participant shall be given one opportunity to correct
the problem. If participant failsto correct the problem,
they will be asked to leave the activity or event and
all awardsand premiums shall beforfeited. Variations
of this dress code may be allowed for specific events
by the event coordinator as they deem necessary.(For
example; Hot weather at County fairsor Club events,
Pool or Beach parties, Agility trials, etc.)

a. Please notethat participantsare 4-H members,
Leaders, and Parents or other adults participating in
the activity/event.

b. State, County or Club events may vary the
dress code to meet specific, weather or activity/event
criteria. It is up to the event coordinator to specify if
alowancesareto be made. Thisshould be stated ahead
of timewith the event rules/guidelines.

It is suggested that these “Ground Rules” be
posted at each and every 4-H function.



A

N e

SECTION IlI: HERDSMANSHIP

.Herdsmanship Rules

Exhibitors must follow all of the “Ground Rules”
outlinedin Section 11.D. of these guidelines.

No eating or gum chewing in the benching area.
Each dog must have suitable benching equipment,
toinclude:

a. A benching chain made chain or plastic covered
cable which is short enough to prevent the dog
fromfalling off the bench. Two bolt snaps must
be attached to the chain.

b. A buckle or non-choking collar or a harness.
No training (choke) collars are allowed on the
bench.

Theremust be one member present at al timesfor

each six dogs.

All counties must have an adult in the area to

provide supervision at all times.

At benched shows, no one except 4-H members,

their families, and their leaders are allowed in the

benching area. Individual clubs may make further
restrictions if desired.

Crates, cages, and exercise pens are not allowed

at State Fair. Wire crates may be used with

permission of the show superintendent or show
manager.

No lactating bitches or bitches within 3 weeks of

whelping.

Judging Considerations

Herdsmanship judging shall be based upon the

following considerations:

1. Exhibitors will be judged on their personal
cleanliness and neatness. They will also be
judged on their friendliness and courtesy to the
public, show personnel, and each other.

Exhibitors should not block the public’s view of
thedogsif at al possible. 4-H member’s on duty
should beattentiveand ready to answer questions.

2. Herdsmanship judgeswill check to seethat dogs
are benched with the proper equipment. Dogs
should ook comfortableand under control. They
should not be barking on the bench. Dogs may

bewatered on the bench, but water must be promptly
removed.

3. Benchesshould beneat and clean. Any equipment not
inuse should be put away. Exhibitorsarerequired to
keep their benching areaand theareaimmediately in
frontof itcleanat al times.

4. Clubs or counties should have a banner for
identification. Decorations should be neat and
tasteful and should not interfere with the public’s
view of the dogs. Decorations chosen should not
endanger dogs or people in any way.

5. Each club or county should have some type of
educational exhibit. This may include posters,
displays, booths, etc. These may beitems members
have entered as individual educational material

displayed.

SECTION 1V: CLASSESAND DIVISIONS
A.ClassList

The following list contains classes which may be
offered at 4-H shows. Premium lists must state which
classes will be offered. Other classes may be offered
but must be designated as non 4-H classes.
1. Showmanship
2. Obedience
aTlER1
e Sub-Novice
¢ Beginner Novice
® Pre Novice
b.TIER 2
e Novice
C.TIER3
e Advanced Novice
e Graduate Novice
e Pre Open
d.TIER 4
e Open
eTIERS
e Graduate Open
e Pre Utility
f.TIER6
e Utility
g. Other
o Versatility
e VeterangModified
¢ Rally (not a Sate Fair class)
¢ | ntroductory Obedience (Not a Sate Fair Class)



h. Brace Obedience
1. Sub-Novice
2. Novice
3. Advanced Novice

i. Team Obedience
1. Sub-Novice
2. Novice
3. Advanced Novice

See also Page 11 for the following:
j. Agility

k. Dog Judging Contest

|. Dog Bowl

B. GradeDivisions

1. Grade: All classes shall be divided, if entries
warrant, into the following grades:
a. Cloverbud: Ages 5 — 7 years
b. Junior: Ages8-10 years
c. Intermediates. Ages 11— 13 years
d. Seniors: Ages 14 — Less than 19 years

Ageisdetermined as of October 1% of the current
4-H year.

SECTION V: SCORINGAND QUALIFYING

FOR STATE

A. General Rules

1. Danish System Scoring: At 4-H designated

shows, all exhibitors shall receive aribbon
based on their individual score. Point
divisions for ribbons are as follows.

Showmanship:
a. BlueRibbon, 85-100 points
b. Red Ribbon, 70-84.5 points
c. WhiteRibbon, 0-69.5 points

Obedience:
Point Breakdown:

Sub Novice, Beginner Novice, Pre Noviceand Novice
a. BlueRibbon 185-200 points
b. RedRibbon 170-184.5 points
c. White Ribbon 0-169.5 points
Advanced Novice and Above:
a. BlueRibbon 170-200 points
b. Red Ribbon 100-169.5 points
c. WhiteRibbon 99.5 and below

If an exhibitor receives a Blue Ribbon in Obedience
at State Fair with a given dog they are required to
enter another class on the same tier, or move to the
next higher tier. If they havereceived 2 blueribbons at
State Fair on the sametier, they are required to move
to thenext higher tier.




. StateFair Qudification: Exhibitorsmay only qualify
for the Washington State 4-H Fair by competing at
their county fair or designated qualifying event, and
following their county and staterules.

. State Fair Qualification — Sub Novice, Beginner

Novice, Pre Novice and Novice

a. SubNovice, Beginner Novice, Pre Noviceand
Novice exhibitors must qualify as part of the
county quota.

b. Exhibitors receiving a red ribbon in both
Showmanship and Sub Novice, Beginner
Novice, Pre Novice or Novicearenot eligible
for State Fair competition.

c. Exhibitors receiving a white ribbon in either
Showmanship or Sub Novice, Beginner Novice,
PreNoviceor Novicearenot eligiblefor State
Fair competition.

d. Exhibitorsreceiving abluein both obedience
and Showmanship will betakenfirst tofill the
guota, followed in order of preference by:

Bluein Showmanship - Red in Obedience

Red in Showmanship - Bluein Obedience

Highest Score will be taken first.

. State Fair Qualification — Advanced Novice

and Above

Advanced Novice and above entries must be part

of the county quota. InAdvanced Noviceand above

obedience classes an exhibitor may qualify by the
following:

a. Bluein Showmanship and aminimum score of
100 points and passing atotal of at least one
half the number of exercises in the class in
Advanced Novice and above.

b. Redin Showmanship and aBluein Advanced
Novice or above.

c. Exhibitors receiving a red ribbon in both
Showmanship and Advanced Novice or above
arenot eigiblefor State Fair competition.

d. Exhibitors receiving a white ribbon in either
Showmanship or Advanced Novice or above
arenot eligiblefor State Fair competition.

6. State Fair Qualification — Exhibitors with two or more

dogs.
a  Exhibitor must receive ablueor red ribbon in

Showmanship

b. One of the exhibitor’s dogs must qualify for
State in Obedience (see rules 4 or 5 above).

c. The dog that qualifies in obedience must be
the dog entered for State competition.

d. Thedogmust beentered for State competition
inthe sameclassin which they qualified at the
county level.

e. Ifboth of the exhibitor’s dogs qualify for State
competition, see Section V11 #8.

. State Fair Qualification — Brace and Team.

a.  Exhibitors in the Brace class must receive a
blue ribbon in the brace class AND the member
must also have qualified to attend State Fair with
one of the dogsin their individual classes.

Team: Non - competitive. Anyone can enter. Teams
will be put together at State Fair if time allows.

SECTION VI: SHOWMANSHIP

The purpose of showmanship isto show that the 4-H
members know how to care for, groom and show the
dog toitsbest advantage. It also demonstratesthe 4-H
member’s knowledge of the chosen project area.

See the Washington Sate 4-H Showmanship
Manual.




SECTION VII: GENERAL OBEDIENCE
REGULATIONS

. Rulesfor Entering Classes.

. A dog that is entered in Veterans/Modified may
not be entered in Graduate Novice or above.

. Braces must be entered at the level of the lowest

dog.

. The member must also have qualified to attend
State Fair with one of the dogs in Brace in their
individual classes.

. A dog may be entered in only one brace and one
team.

. A new member may enter any classfor which the
member is qualified regardless of the level of the
dog. A new dog may be entered in any class.

. The dog must be entered in the most advanced
classinwhich it earned ablueribbon at the county
level.

If adog receives a Blue Ribbon in Obedience at
State Fair with a given dog they are required to
enter another class on the same tier, or move to
the next higher tier. If they have received 2 blue
ribbons at State Fair on the same tier, they are
required to moveto the next higher tier.

. If both of the exhibitor’s dogs qualify for State 4-
H Fair competition, the exhibitor must choose
which dog to enter with the exception that
I nter mediate and Senior membersmay enter two
dogs in this show section if spaceis availablein
their county allocation. Two dogs may be entered
in the same class or different classes.

. Classand Judging Rules

. Thedog must completeall exercisesof all classes
inwhichitisentered unlessdisqualified, expelled
or excused by thejudge or the show superintendent.
If an exhibitor failsto complete all exercised, he
(she) forfeitsal ribbons and awards for which he
(she) might be ligible.

. Judging and class order will be posted. Exhibitors
must be ready. If an exhibitor has a conflict in

scheduling, hemust | et the show superintendent know
prior tomissing hisclass.

3. Bitchesin season will be judged last in the ring.
Exhibitors MUST let the show superintendent
know if their bitch is in season as soon as they
arrive at the show grounds. Failure to do so may
disqualify the4-H member from showing the dog.
Bitchesin season must wear britches.

4. Ring Conditions. If judging takes place indoors:
thering should be rectangul ar and shoul d be about
35" wide and 40’ long. In no case shall the ring for
Novice or above be smaller than 30” by 40°. The
floor shall have surface or covering that provides
firm footing for the largest dogs, and rubber or
similar nonglip material totaling at least four feet
inwidth must belaid for the takeoff and landing at
all jumpsunlessthe surface, inthejudgesopinion,
issuch as not to requireit.

At an outdoor show the rings shall be about 40° wide
by 50’ long. The ground shall be clean and level, and
thegrass, if any, shall be cut short. If inclement weather
at an outdoor trial necessitates the judging of
Obedience under shelter, the requirements as to ring
size may be waived.

5. All judging shall be based on the “WA State 4-H
Guide to Dog Obedience Classes”, 4-H scorecards
and the following exceptions:

a. Show superintendent may waive rule which
requires afailing score be given to a dog that fouls
the ring if ring conditions warrant. Penalty |eft to
judge and superintendent discretion.

b. Handlers may, with the judge’s permission,
correct their doginthering. Pointsshall be deducted
for the error but not the correction.




SECTION VIII: OBEDIENCE CLASS
DESCRIPTIONS

For compl ete class descriptions pl ease seethe WA
State 4-H Guide to Dog Obedience Classes.

A. Sub Novice

1. Execises
Heel on Leash
Figure 8
Stand for Examination
Recall
Long Sit (1 Min. Group)

Long Down (1 Min. Group)

2. All exercises will be scored as in the Novice
class, except that the dogs will perform all
exercisesonleash, which should be 6 feet long
to provide adequate slack.

B. Beginner Novice
1. Exercises
Heel on Leash — Rally signs for heeling
pattern.
Figure8
Sit for Examination — 6 ft. on leash
Sit Stay - Walk around ring
Recall — 25 ft. carry leash
2. Thereareno Group (Long Sit/Long Down)
exercisesinthe Beginner Noviceclass.

C. Pre Novice
1. Exercises
Heel onLeash
FgureEight
Stand for Examination
Heel Free
Recdll
Down Stay — Handler Walk around ring

2. Thereareno Group (Long Sit/Long Down)
exercisesinthePre-Noviceclass. All exercises
will be performed asin the Novice class except
for hegling pattern and Down Stay — (Down,
Handler Walk Around the Ring). Please seethe
4-H Obedience Class Guidefor complete class
description.

D.
1

2.

Novice
Exercises
Heel on Leash and Figure 8
Stand for Examination
Heel Free
Recall
Sit Stay - Get Your Leash
*Long Sit (1 Min.) *Long Down (1 Min.)
*Long Sit and Down - on 6 leash (in a group)
*Thisisscored asoneexercise.
Advanced Novice
Exercises
Heel on Leash
Stand for Exam Return to dog — Handler goes
8-10’, Judge uses two hands on exam.
Heel Freeand Figure 8
Modified Drop on Recall — See score sheet
Stand Stay - Get Your Leash
Dogsinthisclassmay be guided between
eXercises.

Note: (Long Sit and Down have been omitted from

this class)

F. Graduate Novice

1. Exercises
Open Heel Free & Fig. 8
Drop on Recall
Dumbbell Recall

Recall Over High Jump with Dumbbell
Recall Over Broad Jump

Stand Stay - Get Your Leash

* Set Jump at 1/2 height of dog at withers,
rounded to multipleof 2 inches. ** Broad
Jump 2times height of High Jump. No
group exercises.

PreOpen

Exercises

Hed Free& FigureEight

Command Discrimination - Sand, Down, St
Dropon Recal

Retrieveon FHat

Retrieveover High Jump

Broad Jump

Stand Stay - Get your |eash

*Set Jump at 1/2 height of dog at whithers, rounded
tomultipleof 2inches. ** Broad Jump 2 timesheight
of High Jump. No Group exercises.



H. Open
1. Execiss
Hed Free& FigureEight
Command Discrimination - Sand, Down, St
Dropon Recall
Retrieveon FHat
Retrieveover High Jump
Broad Jump
Stand Stay - Get your |eash
*Set Jump at 3/4 height of dog at whithers, rounded
tomultipleof 2inches. ** Broad Jump 2 timesheight
of High Jump. No Group exercises.

|. GraduateOpen
1. Execises
Signd Exercise
Scent Discrimination
Directed Retrieve
Moving Stand and Examination
Go Out
Directed Jumping
2. Theexercisesinthisclassfollow thesameregulations
ascomparableexercisesinthe Utility classwiththese
exceptions.
Signals- Handler needsonly go 10-20'away w hen
leaving dog;
Directed Retrieve - Two gloves only (middle glove
deleted);
Go Out - Handler sends dog back and returnsto dog;
Directed Jumping- dogisleft at end of ring asfor a
Recall, sendsdog over onejump asdirected by judge.
* Set Jump at 1/2 height of dog at withers,
rounded to multipleof 2inches.
Scent Discrimination - Only two meta and two leather
articleswill beused. Handler and Dogwill remainfacing
thearticles. Only onearticlewill beretrieved. Handler
chooseswhich articlewill be used.

. PreUtility

1. Exercisss
Signd Exercise
Scent Discriminatiion Article#1
Scent Discriminatiion Article#2
Directed Retrieve
Moving Stand and Examination
Directed Jumping

1. All exercises will be performed and scored asin
the Ultility class except for the following:

a. TheSignal Exercisewill bethesameasinthe
Utility class, except the handler will be
permitted to use one single verbal command
during the signal portion of thisexercise.

b. TheScent Discrimination exercisewill bethe
sameasin the Utility class, except thearticles
will consist of two sets, each comprised of
four identical objects, which may be items of
everyday use and the handler will present al
eight articles to the judge, who will make a
written note of the numberson thetwo articlaes
they have selected.

c. The Directed Jumping exercise will be the
same as in the Utility class, except that the jump
height isto be set at %2 the height of the dog at the
withers, rounded to the nearest multipleof 2 inches.
The actual height of the dog shall be rounded to
the nearest multiple of 2 inches to determine the
minimum jump height, with the exception of dogs
eligiblefor the4- and 18-inch jump heights. Dogs
eligiblefor the4-inch jump height must be 12 inches
or less at the withers and all dogs over 34 inches
areeligiblefor the 18-inch jump height. Handlers
who chooseto havetheir dogsjump morethan the
minimum required height will neither be penal-
ized nor receive extraconsideration.

* Set Jump at 1/2 height of dog at withers,
rounded to multipleof 2inches.

K. utili
1. Exerciss
Signd Exercise
Scent Discrimination Article#1
Scent Discriminatiion Article#2
Directed Retrieve
Moving Stand and Examination
Directed Jumping

* Set Jump at 3/4 height of dog at withers,
rounded to multiple of 2 inches.
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In this class, the dog must perform two exercises
from Novice, Open, and Utility. There are 12
combinations to choose from. The Judge will
choose which combination and al exhibitors in
the class will do the same combination. Must be
posted 30 min. prior to class.

See the Versatility section of the 4-H Dog
Obedience Guide for further description of this
class and how each section is scored. There are
no Group Sitsand Downsin thisclass.

Exercises

Heel Free and Figure 8 (asin Open)
Drop on Recall (asin Open)

Handler chooses one (1) exercisefromthe
followingto perform before classbegins.
Signd Exercise
Scent Discrimingtion
Directed Retrieve
Moving Stand and Exam
Retrieveon Hat

Long Stand (1 minute) individual exercise

Long Sit—1 minute
Long Down— 1 minute
*Long Sitand Down - on 6’ leash (in a group)

This is an advanced class taking the place of
Graduate Novice and above for certain dogs. In
order to enter the Veterang/M odified class, the dog
must be 7 years or older OR have some physical
problemsthat preventsthe dog from jumping and/
or retrieving. Dogslessthan 7 years old entering
the class must have the club leader’s approval.

N. Brace
1. Class Divisions:

a. Sub Novice

b. Novice

c. Advanced Novice
2. General Descriptions:
A Brace is composed of two dogs and one handler.
Classes are divided according to the divisions listed
above. Thesedivisionsarejudged asthey would bein
the normal one dog one handler setting. Bracesmay be
entered according to thelowest obediencelevel of the
two dogs. The two dogs may be shown coupled or
uncoupled, but the coupling device must not be less
than six inchesin overall length (on toys braces mayb
be shorter). Seethegenera rulesof thisguidefor further
descriptions.

O. Team
1. Class Division:

a. Sub Novice

b. Novice

c. Advanced Novice
2. General Description:
A team is composed of four dogs and four handlers.
Classes are divided according to the divisions listed
above. Teams may enter at thelevel of thelowest dog,
but should be all of the same level if possible.
For competitive awards all Team members must be of
the same age level. For participation ribbons only
Teams may be mixed age levels.




SECTION IX: JUDGING CONTEST GUIDELINES

The purpose of the 4-H Dog Judging Contest is to
increase member’s problem solving and discretionary
abilities. It is aso designed to challenge members to
increase their knowledge of their chosen project area.

See the “Washington State Dog Judging Contest
Guidelines” that may be found online at
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/upl oads/sites/2050/2016/04/
Dog-Juding-Contest-Guidelines.pdf

SECTION X; DOG BOWL GUIDELINES

Dog bowl was developed to encourage 4-H Dog
members to learn more about their chosen project. It
al so teaches cooperation and devel ops public speaking
abilities.

See “Dog Bowl Rules”:
https://s3.wp.wsu.edu/upl oads/sites/2050/2016/04/
Dog-Bowl-Rules.pdf

SECTION XI:AGILITY
Patterned after equestrian show jumping, dog agility
combines the elements of a dog’s agility, briskness,
confidence, and a handler’s control over an obstacle
course designed for dogs. It is afun sport with great
spectator appeal. See the “4-H Agility Rules” for
further information.

Seethe Washington State 4-H Dog Project Agility
Rulesthat may befound online at:
https.//s3.wp.wsu.edu/upl oads/sites/2050/2019/03/
4-H-Aqility-Rules-May-18.pdf

State Fair Qualification — Agility

1. Thedog must have been enteredin Obedienceat a
County Qualifying event.

2. If the exhibitor has earned a Blue Ribbon in
Showmanship at County Qualifying, the dog will
qualify for the State Agility Trial by earningaBlue
Ribbon or Red Ribbon at a County Qualifying
Adgility Trial.

3. If the exhibitor has earned a Red Ribbon in
Showmanship at County Qualifying, the dog will
qualify for the StateAgility Trial by earning aBlue
Ribbon at aCounty Qualifying Agility Trial.

4. If thesamedog hasqualified for State Fair in both
Adgility and Obedience, the exhibitor must choose
which classwill congtitutethe Premiumclass. The
other class will be awarded ribbons only.

5. If thesamedog hasqualified for State Fair in both
Adgility and Obedience, the exhibitor will exhibit
in Showmanship at their County Day.

6. If thedoghasqualified only for Agility, theexhibitor
will exhibit in Showmanship the same day asthe
State Agility Trial prior to thetria being run.

7. A dog who is entered in a Standard Agility class
at State Fair must have quaified inthat sameclass.

8. AdogwhoisenteredinaJumpersAgility classat
State Fair must have qualified in that same class.

9. A dog may enter one Standard Agility and one
JumpersAgility class at State Fair.

10. Ribbonswill be awarded for thefollowing scores:

a Blue=85-100
b. Red=70-84
c. White=0-69

11. Thefollowing classes may be offered, separated
into Junior, Intermediate and Senior age groups:

Non-State Classes

a Pre-Agility

b. Beginners Standard
Standard Classes

a Elementary

b. Pre-Novice

C. Novice

d. Open

e. Excdllent
Jumpers Classes

a Elementary

b. Pre-Novice

C. Novice

d. Open

e Excdllent



12. These classes will be further divided by
height asfollows:
a. BeginnersStandard
i. 10" or under at the withers
ii. 14" or under at the withers
iii. Over 14" at the withers

13. All other Standard and Jumpers classes:
i. 10" or under at the withers
ii. 14" or under at the withers
iii. 18" or under at the withers
iv. 22" or under at the withers
v. Over 22" at the withers
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APPENDIX

Referencesfor 4-H Dog Leaders
Welcome To 4-H

Washington State Guideto 4-H Showmanship
WA State 4-H Guide to Dog Obedience Classes

Washington State 4H Dog Project
ObedienceHandling Guide

Washington State 4-H Dog Project Agility Rules

Washington State Dog Judging Contest
Guiddines

Washington State 4-H Dog Project Rally Rules
(Rally not offered at State Fair)

The AKC Complete Dog Book — Topics include
AKC, Breed standards and picturesfor AKC
Breeds, Nutrition, Obedience, Care, Diseases
and Health, Buying aDog.

AKC Dog Book For Kids- AKC breed
information and pictures, health, dog care.

AKC.org

Dog OwnersHome Veterinary Guide

Canine Terminology - All aspects of dog health,
including first aid and home treatments.
Defines common and obscure dog terminol ogy.
Many illustrations and examples

https://extension.wsu.edu/4h/projects/stem/dog/
dog-project-resources/

Join the Washington State Dog L eaders Facebook
Page: at Washington State Dog 4H



