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Please enjoy these updates from our department for September 2025.

Anita representing the editorial team: Mary, Nosheen, Jessica, Francely, Taylor, Mason, Arild,
Sudeep, Monique, Jana, Cynthia, and Xianming.

If you have news you would like included in tiext newslettey please email
anita.paneru@wsu.edu

Click here to access past newsletteYsu will also be able to download the PDF version there.

If you have any feedback, please fill out tiie=stionnairefor the Spore Print.

Thank you to Ninh Khuu for providing many of the photos seen in the newsletter headings.


mailto:anita.paneru@wsu.edu
https://plantpath.wsu.edu/the-spore-print-wsu-department-of-plant-pathology-newsletters/
https://forms.gle/DubmGBiAjbEfyeqW9

Updates

WSU Plant Pathology faculty, staff, graduate students, and postdocs attended Plant
Health 2025 in Honolulu, Hawaii, in early August

Here are a few pictures from Plant Health 2025. Many thani@rtaindsey du Toifor sharing
the photos.
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Congratulations!

1-Dr. Scott Harper receives the APS Excellence in Regulatory Affairs and Crop Security Award at Plant Health 2025. Photo: Anita
Paneru.

2 - Dr. Scott Harper receives the APS Excellence in Regulatory Affairs and Crop Security Award at Plant Health 2025. Photo: Mary
Steele.



3-Samodya Jayasinghe, a Ph.D. candidate advised by Dr. Kiwamu Tanaka, presents a talk on "Transcriptomic response of potato
to Spongospora subterrandap.subterraneaand Potato Mop Top Virus infection” for the I. E. Melhus Graduate Student
Symposium. Photo: Dr. Hira Kamal.

5- Anita Paneru attends the networking event organized by APS Foundation for travel awardees. Photo: APS website.
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I [ %T %, Development and validation of LAMP assays for rapid detection of Phacidiopycnis
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Al Ranlym Arifin and Achour Amirt

6 - Dr. Arild Arifin, a postdoc advised by Dr. Achour Amiri, presents a poster on "Development and validation of LAMP assays for
rapid detection oPhacidiopycnispp. andSphaeropsisp. on pome fruit". Photo: Dr. Arild Arifin.



Efficacy of pre and postharvest fungnci&es in controlling Neonectria fruit rot of
pome fruit ﬂ @

)
Arild Ranlym Arifin, Clayton Haskell, Achour Amiri WASHINGTON STATE
Tree Fruit Research and Extension Center, Washington State University, Wenatchee, WA 98801 UNIVERSITY

|Introduction | Resuits + Gala apples inoculated with Neonectria isolate 17-

691 after 8 months at 1.5 °C
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7 - Dr. Arild Arifin, a postdoc advised by Dr. Achour Amiri, presents his poster titled "Efficacy of pre and postharvessfimngicid
controlling Neonectria fruit rot of pome fruit". Photo: Dr. Arild Arifin.

8- Dr. Hira Kamal, a postdoc advised by Dr. Kiwamu Tanaka, presents her poster on "Spatial dynamics of host defense responses
duringSclerotinia sclerotiorunnfection in canola”. Photo: Dr. Hira Kamal.
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9- Mary Steele, a Ph.D. candidateadvised by Dr. Chakradhar Mattupalli and Dr. Lindsey du Toit, presents a poster titled
"Relative susceptibility of northern highbush blueberry flower and fruit stages to infect®otiyyis cinere& Photo: Dr. Lindsey
du Toit.

10- Harpreet Kaur, a Ph.D. student advised by Dr. Youfu Zhao, presents a poster titled "GenoBpingaamylovoratrains
by large chromosomal inversions to understand structural diversity shifts over time or location". Photo: Dr. Lindsey du Toit.

11- Anita Paneru, a Ph.D. candidate advised by Dr. Maren Friesen, presents a poster on "Electrochemically active soil biofilms
respond to simulated root exudates". Photo: Dr. Lindsey du Toit.
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12- Sheersa Manna, a Ph.D. candidate advised by Dr. Youfu Zhao, presents a poster titled "Evaluating the efficacy of chemical
treatments and determining cutting depths for cherry bacterial canker management in young orchards in Washington". Photo:
Dr. Lindsey du Toit.

13- Jessica Schallon, a Ph.D. student advised by Dr. Weidong Chen, presents her poster on "Stripe Rust resistance genes and QTL
from two Pakistani wheat lines". Photo: Jessica Schallon.
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14-Mason Hoskins, a master's student advised by Dr. Scott Harper, presents a poster on "Beyond the grove: Unveiling the
ecology and diversity ofdisease€andidatus?hytoplasma pruistrains in extreorchard environments". Photo: Dr. Lindsey du
Toit.

Plant Biology 2025

Dr. Hira KamaandDr. Marcella Teixeiraepresented our department at thElant Biology

Meeting 2025 held in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Dr. Kamal received a travel grant from the
American Society of Plant Biologists (ASPB) to attend the conference and presented research
findings from theSclerotinia sclerotiorumroject. Dr. Teixeira serves on the editorial board of an
ASPB journal and participated in the meeting as an invited attendee.
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15- Dr. Hira Kamal, a postdoc in Dr. Kiwamu Tanaka's lab, presents her work at the Plant Biology Meeting 2025 on "Spatial
dynamics of Host Defense Responses d@@algrotinia sclerotiorunmfection in canola”. Photo Source: Hira Kamal.

16- Dr. Hira Kamal, a postdoc in Dr. Kiwamu Tanaka's lab, and Dr. Marcella Teixeira, a postdoc in Dr. Cynthia Gleason's lab,
attended the Plant Biology Meeting 2025. Photo Source: Hira Kamal.

Annual SON Meeting 2025

Itsuhiro Ko, a Ph.D. candidate from Dr. Cynthia Gleason's lab, received a Certis Travel Award at
the Annual Meeting of the Society of Nematologisteeld July 1817 in Victoria, Canada. He

also earnedsecond placen the student speaker competitionBoth Ko and Dr. Gleason took

part in the Societ@ annualCobb Bowlquiz, competing with energy and good spirit.

Congratulations to Ko and Dr. Gleason!
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17- Itsuhiro Ko, a Ph.D. candidate, and Dr. Cynthia Gleason at the annual SON meeting 2025. Photo: Dr. Cynthia Gleason.

2025 National Meeting of the American Dahlia Society

Dr. Hanu Pappu and Dr. Prabu Gnanasekaran attende20P® National Meeting of the
American Dahlia Sociefyheld from September 18 to 22 at the Chicago Botanic Garden. They
presented updates on ongoing research focused on dahlia viruses and their management.

The Carl F. and James J. Chuey Endowment and the American Dahlia Society support Dahlia
virus research in the Pappu lab.

18- Dr. Hanu Pappu presenting at the 2025 National Meeting of the American Dahlia Society. Photo: Dr. Hanu Pappu



19- Dr. Prabu Gnanasekaran presenting at the 2025 National Meeting of the American Dahlia Society. Photo: Dr. Hanu Pappu

WERA20 Meeting

Five former students of our department, now leading virus certification programs at universities
as well as state and federal agencies across the USA and Canada, were recently brought
together at the annual meeting of the multistate projaMtERA20 Management of Diseases
Caused by Systemic Pathogens in Temperate andt8yfical Fruit Crops and Woody
Ornamentals.The meeting took place on Septembeyl®, 2025, in Raleigh/Durham, NC.

The photo below was taken by Dr. Cristian Olaya. The meeting was attenddNbgidu
Rayapatj Administrative Advisor of the WERA project.

20- From left to right: Dr. Cristian Olaya, Oregon State University (PhD witamurPappu), Dr. Noma Chingandu, Canadian
Food Inspection Agency (MS with lBainuPappu), Dr. Christie Almeyda, NC State University (PhD witamPappu), Dr. Dan
Villamor, University of Arkansas (PhD withKemEastwell), Dr. Segun Akinbade, WSDA (PhD wikebEastwell)



