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Happy 2025! Please enjoy these updates from our department. 

Mary, representing the editorial team: Ko, Megan, Sasha, Koy, Mason, Sheersa, Arild, Bipin, 

Monique, Maren, Cynthia, and Xianming. 

If you have news you would like included in the next newsletter, please email 

mary.steele@wsu.edu.  

Click here to access past newsletters! You will also be able to download the PDF version there. 

If you have any feedback, please fill out the questionnaire for the Spore Print. 

Thank you to Ninh Khuu for providing many of the photos seen in newsletter headings. 

https://plantpath.wsu.edu/the-spore-print-wsu-department-of-plant-pathology-newsletters/
https://forms.gle/DubmGBiAjbEfyeqW9


Updates 

 



2025-2026 PPGSO Officer Nominations 

 

 



NOMINATION FORM 
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ws83R_2bxBsSVJ0pvbuVyJYCrjauyfBrVZS1FFXBtQ/viewform?embedded=true" width="750" 
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New students for Spring 2025 

Dr. Cynthia Gleason welcomed a new graduate student this Spring 2025 semester, Kaitlin 

Riggan. Kaitlin is a Ph.D. student in the Molecular Plant Sciences program and will be working 

on the interactions between nematode effectors and target proteins in root cells and the effect 

of plant sterol content on nematode development. Before coming to WSU, Kaitlin completed a 

bachelor's degree at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, Washington. 

PPGSO bioinformatic consultations available by appointment 

Please provide the time you want to meet and your bioinformatic questions to the consultants 

below.  

Ko< itsuhiro.ko@wsu.edu > : Kamiak HPC, Transcriptome and Genome analysis, Sequencing, 

Python/Linux coding 

Megan <megan.nickerson@wsu.edu> : R coding: Statistic and data visualization 

Mason <mason.hoskins@wsu.edu> : Kamiak HPC, Gene co-expression network, Transcriptome 

(Mason is willing to provide help in person at the Prosser IAREC) 

mailto:itsuhiro.ko@wsu.edu
mailto:megan.nickerson@wsu.edu
mailto:mason.hoskins@wsu.edu


Student Spotlight: Taylor McNees 

 

1 - Taylor McNees, Ph.D. student advised by Dr. Jana U'Ren. 

Click through the cards below to learn more about Ph.D. student Taylor McNees. Use the arrows 

in the lower right corner to expand as needed. 

Degree: Ph.D. in Plant Pathology 

Advisor: Dr. Jana UΩRen 

Academic background: B.Sc. in Biomedical Sciences from the University of Washington, Tacoma 

Hometown: Spokane, Washington 

Expected graduation semester: Spring 2028. 

What made you interested in plant pathology?  

I became interested in plant pathology after working as a lab tech with Dr. Gary Chastagner, Dr. 

Joey Hulbert, and Dr. Marianne Elliot in Puyallup as an undergraduate. I was incredibly inspired 

by these three individuals and developed a passion for the work I was doing that led me to 

pursue a degree in plant pathology. 

What is your favorite plant pathogen?  



Definitely Claviceps purpurea, the causal agent of ergot. I think itΩs really interesting how many 

have hypothesized that ergot may have played a role in several historical events, such as the 

witch trials and dancing plague!  

Hobbies: I love spending time outdoors during the warmer months, whether it be hiking, 

camping, fishing, or any other outdoor activity! During the colder and wetter months, I tend to 

spend my time reading and playing video games. At the moment, my favorite video game is 

Dark Souls. 

Pets: I have three cats; Rigby, Ophelia, and Nova.  

What would you like to do after graduation? After graduation, I would prefer to stay in 

academia and do research focused on forest pathology. 

 



2 - Taylor's cat Rigby. 

 

3 - Taylor's cat Ophelia. 

 

4 - Taylor's cat Nova. 



 

5 - Taylor and her partner Tom hiking at Mt. Rainier. 

Community Corner 

 

In January we celebrated the contributions of Martin Luther King, Jr. to a more just and peaceful 

society. The King Center continues the work of Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott King 

towards creating a άbeloved community where injustice ceases, and love prevailsέ. The Center 



has resources for K12 classrooms along with a glossary of terms used in the practice of 

nonviolence: https://thekingcenter.org/about-tkc/glossary-of-nonviolence/. 

February is Black History Month! The theme for 2025 is African Americans and Labor, 

summarized here: https://tinyurl.com/cpz8wz67 

This article summarizes the Jubilee Justice Black Farmers' Rice Project which focuses on organic, 

regenerative, specialty rice production by smallholder Black farmers: 

https://cals.cornell.edu/news/2024/03/black-farmers-are-taking-lead-regenerative-organic-

specialty-rice 

Mark your calendar! On February 28th, our Lunch & Learn will feature Josie Cohen-Rodriguez, 

LGBTQ+ Student Life & Community Coordinator, who will offer a training in allyship specifically 

tailored to our department. This will be accessible by zoom, stay tuned for more details. 

Student Soundbites 

 

This month, students (n = 15) shared hobbies, activities, and practices that have been helpful to 

them this winter in enjoying the darker and colder days. See a summary of responses in the 

word cloud below. 

https://thekingcenter.org/about-tkc/glossary-of-nonviolence/
https://tinyurl.com/cpz8wz67
https://cals.cornell.edu/news/2024/03/black-farmers-are-taking-lead-regenerative-organic-specialty-ricehttps:/cals.cornell.edu/news/2024/03/black-farmers-are-taking-lead-regenerative-organic-specialty-rice
https://cals.cornell.edu/news/2024/03/black-farmers-are-taking-lead-regenerative-organic-specialty-ricehttps:/cals.cornell.edu/news/2024/03/black-farmers-are-taking-lead-regenerative-organic-specialty-rice


 

6 - Hobbies, activities, and practices that have been helpful to students this winter in enjoying the darker and colder days. 
Created using wordclouds.com. 

Statewide Updates 

 

Pullman Updates 

The first PLP Departmental Coffee Hour will be held next week (1/27) from 3-4pm in Clark 299 

ahead of the first seminar. 



If you are interested in hosting future coffee hours, please come to Clark 299 at 2:30pm (1/27) 

for a brief training. Hosting is a great way to foster community within our department and is 

greatly appreciated! 

Feel free to sign up for a date on the following 

sheet. https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1j7l4apPGXrk7x3b_tRJOUsByWe-

MHluHz3RDVY6rYg8/edit?usp=sharing  

The Plant Pathology and Horticulture Departments put on a joint New Year's Celebration 

potluck to welcome everyone back to a new year and semester on Thursday, January 16. Enjoy 

photos from the potluck below. 

 

7 - Photo credit: Kaitlin Riggan. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1j7l4apPGXrk7x3b_tRJOUsByWe-MHluHz3RDVY6rYg8/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1j7l4apPGXrk7x3b_tRJOUsByWe-MHluHz3RDVY6rYg8/edit?usp=sharing


 

8 - Photo credit: Kaitlin Riggan. 

 

9 - Photo credit: Kaitlin Riggan. 



 

10 - Photo credit: Kaitlin Riggan. 

Prosser Updates 

Recent retiree and tree fruit pathology expert Dr. Gary Grove recently received an award as the 

2025 Cherry King from the Northwest Cherry Institute. Congratulations to Dr. Grove for this 

well-earned recognition! 

 

11 - Photo credit: Gary Grove. 



For those in Prosser, please reach out to Mason (mason.hoskins@wsu.edu) or Ninh 

(ninh.khuu@wsu.edu) to schedule a time for our coffee hour :) 

Wenatchee Updates 

Dr. Achour Amiri spoke at the 99th Orchard Pest and Disease Management annual meeting in 

Portland, OR, about a non-recycling drencher to apply fungicides to improve decay 

management and food safety in pome fruits. 

More information on this event can be found here. 

GPSA Updates 

GPSA Dissertation Grant (Ph.D. students): applications for the 2024-2025 academic year will be 

accepted through April 1, 2025, at 11:00 PM, or until funds run out. A maximum of $500.00 will 

be awarded for the entire academic year. For more information Click here. 

Upcoming GPSA/Professional Development Initiative Programs: 

Professional Headshots Photoshoot for Graduate Students: (01/30/2025; 9:00 AM -4:30 PM) at 

Lighty 180 

Python Working Group: An Introduction for Graduate Students: (01/30/2025; 3:00-4:00 PM): 

Register here 

Three-minute thesis 

Free Grammarly if you apply through GPSA 

mailto:mason.hoskins@wsu.edu
mailto:ninh.khuu@wsu.edu
https://opdmc.org/home/
https://www.gpsa.wsu.edu/student-resources/financial-support/dissertation-grants/
https://gradschool.wsu.edu/pdi/event/python-working-group-an-introduction-for-graduate-students/


Herbarium Happenings: Shaw Mycological Herbarium 

 

Fall Fungal Foray Finds Go Global 

Several fungi found during the 2022 and 2024 Fall Fungal Forays sponsored by the Plant 

Pathology graduate student organization have just been accessioned into the Shaw Herbarium 

(WSP) catalog, along with a few other recent local collections. This means that not only are they 

now physically part of the mycological specimen collections in our Herbarium, but also their 

associated data can be accessed from anywhere by anyone via our WSP link in the public online 

database MyCoPortal. Over 135 institutions worldwide, from small private herbaria to national 

museums, regularly upload their fungal specimen data to this user-friendly portal. In addition 

about 25 observation-based databases, such as iNaturalist and Mushroom Observer, also 

contribute data on fungi found worldwide. Here's the link to explore for yourself: 

https://www.mycoportal.org/portal/index.php. 

What makes a particular fungus specimen worth adding to the Herbarium collection? For these 

recent foray finds, the relevant criteria included: how many specimens we may already have of 

that taxon, if it's from a location not well represented in our collections, whether the find is an 

especially attractive specimen (large, clustered, good color, etc.), if it's in much better condition 

https://www.mycoportal.org/portal/index.php


than our older specimens, etc. Of course any unusual or rare fungus would be of great interest 

to include as well!  All of these recent specimens accessioned are common local fungi, but 

turned out to be particularly useful examples of their kind, including species of: Pholiota, 

Chlorophyllum, Russula (Shrimp Mushroom), Gomphus (Pig's Ear and Scaly Chanterelle), and 

Clitocybe (Aniseseed Mushroom).   

Thank you to enthusiastic Foray foragers each fall, and Ninh Khuu for field identifications of 

some specimens! 

 

12 - New accessions from Fall Fungal Forays and other local sites - dried, labeled, numbered and ready to be boxed up for the 
Shaw Herbarium collections. 
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Please let us know if we missed your publication so it can be included next month. 
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