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White-Stevens 
asserted that, “If man 

were to faithfully follow 
the teachings of Miss 
Carson, we would re-
turn to the Dark Ages; 
and the insects and 

diseases and 
vermin would once 

again inherit 
the earth”



Elger (1966) argued 
vehemently that 

Carson had been 
assailed unfairly on 

nonscientifi c grounds. 
He cited the critics’ 
muted response to 

Rudd (1964), who had 
drawn the same 

conclusions as Carson 
in his Pesticides and 
the Living Landscape



According to 
Carson, biological 
control was under-
exploited, in part 
because of inad-
equate research 
funds and near-

exclusionary 
reliance on 

chemical control





One of Carson’s 
main criticisms of 
entomology was 
its emphasis on 
chemical control 
of insects at the 

expense of 
biotic control. 



Writing in 1989, Smith 
indicated that ESA’s 

Sustaining Associates 
category largely com-
prised companies in 

the pesticide industry, 
but the funds they con-
tributed amounted to 

less than 1% of ESA’s 
annual budget. 
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