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Understandably, 
DDT was hailed as 
a miracle pesticide. 
In his 1952 address 
as President of the 

American Association 
of Economic Ento-

mologists (AAEE), E. 
F. Knipling (1953) es-
timated that DDT had 
saved approximately 

5 million lives and 
prevented 100 million 
cases of arthropod-

borne disease.



 

The adverse ef-
fects of insecticides 
and other materi-
als against natural 

enemies have been 
strikingly empha-
sized in recent 

years by the use of 
DDT and other new 
organic chemicals 

used in pest control.
(DeBach, 1951)



The published re-
cord demonstrates 
that entomologists 
articulated a num-
ber of caveats and 
concerns regarding 
broad-scale aerial 
pesticide applica-

tions. In 1958, ESA 
President R. L. 

Metcalf cautioned 
against blanket 

aerial spraying over 
densely populated 

areas.
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