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N e m a t o d e s ?

Nematodes, are found throughout the 

world, including Washington 

State. Commonly called round worms, 

nematodes are 

microscopic, multicellular insects that 

can exist free-living, as animal and 

plant parasites, in fresh water, marine 

environments and in many types of soil.

Plant parasitic nematodes can cause 

harm to many agricultural crops.

Free-living nematodes exist in huge 

populations and are beneficial 

members of many ecosystems.

Many nematodes like 

me can suspend life 

processes and undergo 

hibernation to survive 

very harsh conditions
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Digging Deeper

Specialized Stylet

Specific mouth 

part used to 

pierce plant cells 

and other tissue.
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Reproductive 

Organs

Determine sex 

and age.

Tail

Species and sex 

Identification.

Esophagus

Muscle used to 

pull in, crush 

and digest food.

Nematode
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B e n e f i t s  o f  H a v i n g  a  

H e a l t h y  N e m a t o d e  

P o p u l a t i o n

Nematodes can 

consume parasitic 

microorganisms and 

then release the 

byproducts as excess 

plant available 

nitrogen.

H o w  N e m a t o d e s  

a r e  I d e n t i f i e d

Plants can gain access to more vital 

nutrients that would otherwise be 

inaccessible, if not for nematodes 

cycling bacteria throughout the 

rhizosphere and surrounding area.
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Increased Nitrogen Cycling

Translocation of Microorganisms

Bacterial 

Feeders
Have a straight 

or "V" shaped 

mouth with no 

teeth or stylet.

Fungal Feeders
Have 

a smooth mouth 

with a smooth 

stylet.

Plant Parasitic
Distinct stylet 

and segregated 

mouth.

Predatory
Very large mouth 

with teeth.

Omnivore
Smooth stylet 

with protruding 

mouth.
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