
CAHNRS Safety Committee: Meeting Notes
03.19.26 
Attendees: 
Ludwig, Isabella; Odell, Kat Mason; Minnich, Elizabeth; Costa, Michael; Heiss, Jeremy; VanderPol, Teresa; Swick, Ben; Gorton, Daniel; McAllister, Cristina Marie; Tanaka, Kiwamu; Zhang, Huiting; Glass, Jenny R; Lomber, Jonathan P; Teller, Melissa L.
Meeting Supplements: 
· Meeting recording (captioned) and transcript
· Meeting presentation
· Old Accident Prevention Plan files
· Master CAHNRS APP Revision Planning brainstorm guide
· State EMD/FEMA Disaster Recovery Assistance documents

Accident Prevention Plan (APP) Revision
The committee reviewed the status of the Accident Prevention Plan update and noted that a full revision is overdue, with the last major update completed in 2019. The update is required on a three-year cycle, and recent weather impacts and organizational changes make this revision essential.
Priority chapter updates include:
· Pesticides & WPS: Updated State Licensing Regulations​
· Natural Disasters: Preparation and Response​
· Federal Compliance and Interactions with Federal Officers​
· Heat and Cold Exposure/Illness: Prevention and Response​
· Animals: Animal Handling (Field and Lab), BioSafety, ESA’s (Emotional Support Animals) at Locations​
· Workplace Violence: Awareness, Prevention, and Response​
Please suggest any other additions or sections that need updates after reviewing the current APP. 
Action Steps
Members are asked to identify individuals in their units who can contribute to these sections.
Updated Word and PDF versions of the current APP will be distributed for review. Track changes will be enabled, and members are asked to submit edits or recommendations for sections related to their operational areas.
Review documents: ​
· Current CAHNRS Accident Prevention Plan (PDF, docx, Ops website)​
· Master CAHNRS APP Revision Planning (docx)
Drafting and Revision:​
· Identify contributors from each area/relevant contacts ​
· Identify any gaps in current content​
· Propose additions/revisions – via documents or email/phone​
Contact: ​
isabella.ludwig@wsu.edu; 509-335-9825
Winter Weather Impacts
Members reported varied winter weather impacts across the state, including flooding, wind damage, hail, and other residual issues. These observations will inform updated natural‑disaster planning guidance in the APP.
Federal recovery assistance has not been approved at this time. Members were encouraged to continue documenting damages, repair costs, contractor work, and mitigation actions to preserve eligibility should circumstances change.
The state-formatted disaster documentation spreadsheet will be resent for consistent use across CAHNRS locations.
Facilities and Operations Follow‑Up
Members discussed ongoing concerns about repeated, unresolved work orders. Members were asked to forward related documentation so Operations could support further follow‑up with Facilities.
Residual storm impacts continue to be identified in some locations and should be documented and reported, as mentioned above. 
Training and Compliance Updates
Environmental Health & Safety recently completed statewide respiratory fit testing, crane and rigging training, and pesticide‑related training. Additional records will be requested for committee files.
Recent L&I rule changes indicate that lifting or suspending items using forklifts or loaders may constitute crane operations, requiring rigging certification. EH&S is conducting statewide training and outreach to support compliance.
Next CAHNRS Safety Meeting
Tentative date: 
April 16, 2026 at 1:30 PM. 
Topics include:
· APP chapter review, 
· lab safety compliance
Resources
· Environmental Health & Safety ​
· Compliance Training ​
· CAHNRS Safety​
· Pullman Campus AED Map 
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