
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Future of liberal democracy series 

Liberalism’s lost 

aspirations 
Thursday, November 6 | 12pm 

Foley Speaker’s Room | 308 Bryan Hall 

Did Cold War fears of socialism lead western democratic leaders to abandon the 
aspirational roots of Enlightenment liberalism?  Can liberals regain their progressive, 
aspirational past?  
 
Samuel Moyn is the Kent Professor of Law and History at Yale University. His most 
recent book is Liberalism against Itself: Cold War Intellectuals and the Making of Our 
Times, published 2023. 


