
Strengthening Local 
Communities
WSU Clark County Extension 
strengthens the local community by 
fostering education, collaboration, 
and sustainable solutions. Through 
programs in agriculture, nutrition, 
youth development,
and Environmental
stewardship, We
empower residents
with the knowledge
and resources to
build a healthier,
more resilient future.
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Extending Knowledge. Changing Lives.

Growing Together
WSU Clark County Extension at Work

WSU Clark County Extension: Empowering Communities Through Education
WSU Clark County Extension empowers communities by delivering research-based education 
and resources in agriculture, natural resources, food security, nutrition, and youth 
development. Through innovative programs, workshops, and partnerships, Extension enhances 
farm sustainability, environmental stewardship, healthy living, and leadership opportunities 
for youth. By connecting local residents to science-backed solutions, WSU Extension strengthens 
economic resilience, food systems, and community well-being across Clark County.

Scan the QR code to explore WSU Clark County 
Extension programs, events, and resources.

Clark County WSU Extension

Over 100 Community 

Partners​

Growing Leaders of Tomorrow
 WSU Extension 4-H empowered 596 youth with the
              confidence and skills to make a difference. Through 
             clubs and programs, 150+ volunteer Mentors supported 
young people in reaching their full potential. Through hands-on
learning experiences that build leadership, teamwork, and 
problem-solving skills. National research shows that 4-H participation fosters self-
esteem, responsibility, and community engagement, helping youth develop the 
knowledge and confidence to become active, responsible leaders in their 
communities.
        • 81% of 4-H members said 4-H is a place where they teach others what they’ve 

learned.
       • 86% said 4-H gives them opportunities to take on leadership roles and make 

an impact.
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The grant and Free 
Farmers Markets
Providing research-based programs 
in agriculture, nutrition, youth 
development, and environmental 
stewardship to create a stronger, 
healthier, and more resilient 
community.

The Year in Volunteers
Each year, WSUCCE volunteers 
donate their time to extend 
proven solutions. They help make 
Clark County residents and 
communities more sustainable, 
protect our natural resources and 
empower us to be healthy, 
successful and productive

450
Volunteers

$500,000​
Value of Volunteers Service 

Hours​

13,000​
Volunteers 

Hours​

Clark County Extension 
Expenditures

Total $1.87M

Thank You Extension Volunteers
Dedicating thousands of hours to 

strengthen our communities. 

600+ Volunteers

$2,063,983
Value of Volunteers

Service Hours​

49,496 Volunteer
Hours​

25K 
4-H youth 
reached​

Over 100
Community

 Partners ​

Extension is the front door to Washington State University
WSU offers locally-focused services in 39 counties and in tribal nations

Agriculture
& Food Systems 

Forestry
& Natural
Resources

Family, 4-H
& Youth
Development

Food & Health

Yard and Garden

Economics
& Community 
Development 

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination.

WSU Extension translates research into real-world impact
Clark County Extension served over 100K people this year.

https://extension.wsu.edu/clark/
https://extension.wsu.edu/clark/4hyouthfamilies/join/


 Growing Knowledge, Cultivating Community
  Clark County residents face challenges with clean water, soil health, biodiversity, and climate change, 
increasing the need for water conservation, wildfire preparedness, and sustainable food practices. These issues 
affect community well-being, food security, and environmental resilience.

In 2024, the Master Gardener Program engaged 327 volunteers who contributed 21,040 service hours (valued 
at $704,629) to educate communities on gardening, soil health, and sustainability. Through 73 workshops 
and 41 outreach events, they reached 5,767 people, supporting school gardens and food access. A wasp 
management workshop saw 93% of attendees planning to apply their new pest control knowledge.

Sustainable Land Stewardship
 As Clark County's population grows, 
protecting clean water is crucial for both residents 
and wildlife, including salmon and steelhead. The 
region's wet climate increases the risk of erosion and 
water pollution, which can harm local streams and 
aquatic life. The Small Acreage Program engaged 
886 residents through workshops, farm tours, and 
technical assistance, helping improve 969 acres 
with sustainable practices. Participants adopted 
better manure management, fencing, and soil 
health strategies, with 93% learning something 
new and 99% planning to apply their knowledge 
promoting better land stewardship and 
environmental sustainability

 Supporting Local Agriculture
   Agriculture in the region is rapidly changing 
due to urbanization and policy challenges that threaten 
farm viability. Despite having some of the most 
productive soils and climate in Washington, local farms 
generate relatively low economic returns per acre. The 
Extension Agriculture Program supports farm 
sustainability by providing technical assistance, 
workshops, and educational videos, reaching 3,092 
individuals. A mentorship initiative for shiitake 
mushroom growers helped launch 14 new businesses, 
with first-year yields valued between $6,480 and $25,290 
per grower. By promoting high-value specialty crops, 
the program strengthens local agriculture. 

 Promoting Public Health
 through Food and Nutrition

Food insecurity is a major concern in Clark County, WA, contributing to 
chronic diseases like heart disease and diabetes. WSU Extension’s nutrition 
programs reached 41,001 people, improving food security for 43,818 
residents. 94% of EFNEP participants improved diet quality, and SNAP-Ed 
expanded fresh food access through schools and farmers' markets. The 
Intuitive Eating for Diabetes Prevention pilot boosted mental health and 
healthy habits, while 689 youth received nutrition and physical activity 
education. These programs foster well-being and healthier communities.

Agriculture

& Food Systems 

Issue: Clark County farms face economic 
challenges from urbanization and policy 
constraints.

What Was Done: WSU Extension advanced research on high-value crops like shiitake 
mushrooms, mentored producers, and informed county policy makers to preserve farmland.

Impact: 249 individuals trained; 88% plan to apply knowledge. Shiitake systems can yield 
$8,325–$33,300 per crop cycle. Pest management efforts prevented major berry crop losses, 
strengthening local agriculture.

Food & 
Health

Issue: Food insecurity and poor diet quality
 remain high in Clark County.

What Was Done: SNAP-Ed and EFNEP delivered culturally relevant nutrition education, 
farmers market tours, and school-based programs. EFNEP taught meal planning and food 
safety through hands-on classes

Impact: SNAP-Ed reached 60,443 residents; EFNEP served 7,372. 89% of adults improved 
diet quality; 88% of youth gained healthy food skills. These programs strengthened food 
access and supported the reductions of chronic disease risk.

Forestry
& Natural
Resources

Issue: Rural landowners struggle with erosion, 
water quality, and sustainable land management.

What Was Done:. The Small Acreage Program offered workshops, tours, and technical 
assistance on pasture care, manure management, and farm planning.

Impact: 3,314 residents reached; 1,183 acres improved. 77% of participants shared knowledge 
with others, amplifying best practices for watershed health and resilient farming.

Family, 4-H
& Youth
Development

Yard and Garden

Issue: Clark County lacks civic spaces for youth 
connection and leadership.

What Was Done:. 4-H supported 45 youth clubs, cultural programs, and service-learning 
projects, plus major engagement at the county fair.

Impact: 1,588 youth and 250 mentors participated; 4,408 hours of community service 
completed. 100% of youth felt cared for; 88% reported confidence in leadership roles.

Issue: Homeowners face challenges with pests, 
water use, and sustainable gardening.

What Was Done:. Master Gardener staff and volunteers delivered science-based 
horticulture and natural resource education through clinics, workshops, and school 
programs.

Impact: 21,900 volunteer hours; 9,449 residents reached. 4,760 youth engaged in school 
gardens. Program reduced environmental impact and promoted sustainable practices. 
countywide.
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