
Simple Ways to Save Water 
in Your Own Backyard

Water Conservation Tips & Resources for Residents



• Nationwide, over 8 billion gallons of water 
are used daily for landscape irrigation

• During dry summer months, an average of 60-
70% of a single's house water goes toward 
outdoor purposes. 

Sources: EPA WaterSense 2024, WS Dept of Ecology 2018.

Does saving water at home matter?



What can we do as residents to 
save water in our outdoor spaces?



Easy Actions:

• Listen to the skies: if it's raining 
outside, be sure to turn off your 
automatic sprinklers.

• Sweep it, don't spray it! Use 
brooms to brush debris away instead of 
hosing or power-washing. 



Easy Actions:

Go for Gold!

• Grass turning golden brown is a natural ecological process. 
Embracing a dormant lawn is an extremely simple way to save 
gallons of water during the summer season.

Mow Less! 



Harvest Rainwater

• Install a rainwater collection 
system in your yard. Collecting this 
water can be used in your garden 
on a dry day!

• The rainy season is a great time of 
year to begin collecting rainwater.



Alternative Lawns
Instead of turf grass, consider growing one of these alternatives in your yard 
space. Most use little to no water, require much less mowing, and promote 
pollinator diversity!

Wildflower Lawn:
Clover Lawn:

Perennials & 
Shrubs:

Hardscape:



Additional Water Saving 
Resources:

Our Water Conservation Webpage

Local Master Gardener Program
• Keep an eye out for watering saving workshops, 

garden tours, presentations, etc in 2025.

• Lists of local organizations & resources to help 
with low water landscaping

• Updates about water shortages & 2024 
drought

• Upcoming water conservation events!
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