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Soils of National Significance

Prime Farmland in Clallam County

B National Prime Farmland
Statewide Importance

Prime if Drained

Prime if Irrigated

ource: NRCS
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As the number of farms declined, their average size increased

Number Acres per farm
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Source: Compiled by Economic Research Service, USDA, using data from Census of
Agriculture, Census of Population, and Census of the United States.




Number of acres farmed in Clallam County
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Clallam Farms “Big”
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Number of Farms, Clallam Co., by Size Class, 2017 and 2022
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What are local farmers doing to conserve water?

Dry year leasing programs

Pulse flow program
Irrigation Efficiencies
Maintaining solil quality

Experimenting with new
crops/varietals




A useful water management tool

Soil Moisture Sensors
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Sensor is made up of a
granular ceramic matrix
which can measure how

much water is available in

_ Installing sensors on
the soil

farms on the North
Olympica Peninsula

Project supported with funding from DOE, JSKT and EPA —



If farmers have adjusted the timing
or frequency of their water
applications since installation?

Are the sensors user friendly? Is
the data interpretable?
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_specific crops?

WSU

Are the moisture values surprising to
the grower or matching their
expectations?

Are the sensors more use




Commercial farmer was irrigating their berries
once a week for long periods of time

Had soil moisture sensors mstalled on =

their farm

- This year farmer has only had to turn on
Irrigation water twice




"L don't recall it being quite this humid last July.”
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