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Who We Are



Who's with us tonight?

• Please participate in this 

quick online poll!



Outline

• Our global waste production

• Value of recycling

• A global issue - contamination

• Materials, industry, and recycled products

• What can we recycle

• Our recycling path

• Beyond the curb

Goal: 
To increase knowledge of the recycling process, giving 

you more tools in your waste reduction toolbelt.



What about our waste?
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What about our waste?

Recycling is just one tool in our arsenal for waste 

reduction and decreasing environmental impacts

This Photo by Unknown author is licensed under 
CC BY-SA-NC.

http://barkingside21.blogspot.com/2012/10/reduce-repair-reuse-recycle.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/3.0/


Why is recycling important?—Natural Resources

• Saves water, timber, minerals, etc

• Recycling 1 ton of paper saves:

• 17 mature trees

• 7000 gallons of water

• 3 cubic yards of landfill space

• 2 barrels of oil

• 4100 kilowatt-hours of electricity

• It takes 95% less energy to recycle aluminum 

than it does to make it from raw materials



Why is recycling important?—Economy

• 681,000 jobs

• $37.8 billion in wages; and

• $5.5 billion in tax 

revenues.

EPA, 2020



Why is recycling important?—Economy

LandfilledIncinerated Recycled

10,000 pounds of waste

1 job 6 jobs 36 jobs

Dept. Of Health and Human Services



Why is recycling important?—Mental health

• Several studies show a strong positive 

association between life satisfaction/wellbeing 

and pro-ecological behaviors, such as recycling, 

buying recycled content products, etc.

• Feeling burnt out by the work necessary to 

recycle? This can be improved by...

• Changing focus from time consumed to how quickly the 

recycling bin fills

• Listen to music, news, podcasts to pass the time

• Emphasize that you are working with reusable resources rather 

than garbage



The Importance of Buying Recycled Content 

Products

• Helps create a demand for recycled content

• Diverts materials from landfills

• Saves water, energy, and natural resources 

required for acquiring virgin materials

• Pre- vs post-consumer products



The Recycling Industry and Markets

• Recycling Business

• Supply and demand



The Recycling Industry and Markets

• Mixed plastics 3-7 $0/ton

• Aluminum cans $1k/ton

• $1 Plastic bottles $234/ton



Global Review of Recycling
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Contamination

• Items that 

reduce 

value of 

other 

items or 

are not 

recyclable



Most common contaminants

• Plastic bags

• Food Waste/dirty

• Wrong plastics

• Small paper/shredded paper

• Hazardous wastes

• Bio-Hazards

• Aseptic boxes and frozen food containers

• Wrong place



Reasons

• Confusion

• Lack of Understanding

• Good intensions



Impact of Contamination

• Drives up costs

• Causes machinery 

maintenance issues

• Unsafe work environments

• Reduces quality of 

commodity

• Damages recycling 

perception



What is it really 

made of and why 

does it matter?

• Resins

• Flexibility

• Strength

• Longevity

• Combined materials

• Primarily packaging - composite

• Approx 65% of all plastic by weight

• Single-use

• Currently not separable



"Chasing Arrows"



"But we used to recycle these"





So, what is accepted?

Empty, Clean, & Dry When in doubt, throw it out!
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Recycling options beyond the curb



Unacceptable Materials

• Medical waste

• Ammunition - gun stores

• Hazardous material

• Batteries

• Fuel

• Oils

• Explosives

• Tire Chains

• Waxed cardboard - compost

• Christmas Lights/rope –

special collections

• Plastics not on your 

recycling guide

• Small Appliances – consider 

repair rather than replace



Where does it go from the curb?

• Materials Recovery Facility (aka 

MRF) such as Waste Management's 

Cascade Recycling Center







Inside a MRF

Cascade Recycling Center - YouTube

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pxwRe1O0wW4&t=30s


Recycling options beyond the curb

• Transfer Station Recycle Areas

• Free Drop-off of Several Items

• Scrap Metal & Clean Wood – Inside Station



Household Hazardous Waste













Donation/Sharing Options

• 2good2toss - Home

• Buynothingproject.org

• Earth 911

• Freecycle.org

•Habitat for Humanity Store

•OfferUp App

• Ridwell.com

• TerraCycle

• Thrift Stores

https://2good2toss.com/
https://buynothingproject.org/find-a-group/
https://earth911.com/
https://beta.freecycle.org/
https://habitatsnohomish.org/our-stores/
https://offerup.com/
https://www.ridwell.com/
https://www.terracycle.com/en-US/






Goodwill Has A Trash Problem. We're The Cause. : NPR

• Goodwill Doesn't Want Your Broken 

Toaster (repair it instead!)

• Is it in good enough condition that you 

would buy it?

• Textile Recycling -ThreadCycle

• Nike Shoe Recycling

https://www.npr.org/2021/05/06/993821945/goodwill-doesnt-want-your-broken-toaster
https://kingcounty.gov/depts/dnrp/solid-waste/programs/ecoconsumer/threadcycle.aspx
https://www.nike.com/help/a/recycle-shoes


Exit Poll

• Please participate in this 

quick online poll!





What else would you like to learn about?

What other sustainability/waste reduction topics are 

you interested in learning about?


