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2026 Washington 4-H State Livestock Judging - National Contest Team Travel 
RIGHT to TRAVEL to NATIONAL CONTESTS –
Washington 4-H is pleased to offer our top livestock judging teams in the state the opportunity to a national contest.  The coach of the team that has won the right to travel will be responsible for arranging travel and coaching their team to compete on a National Stage.  Teams will be challenged with raising the travel funds and will do so through fundraising and donation campaigns at the local level.  Washington 4-H is committed to finding sources of funding both for immediate use and long-term sustainability of the livestock judging program. Any residual funds that remain after completion of the state contest will be reviewed and offered as a small stipend if available.  If funds are limited or do not exist, they will not be available. 

TEAMS are SELECTED – 
The top three (3) highest scoring senior teams as determined during the Washington 4-H state livestock judging contest will be invited to represent Washington at separate national and or regional contests.  The top 3 teams will be asked to secure their national contest preference, at the conclusion of the award ceremony June 27, 2026. All coaches of senior division teams must have determined prior to the end of the contest awards your first, second and third choice! Teams will select their travel preferences in this order:  The first-place team will have first choice of a Tier 1 contest;  The second-place team will have second choice of a Tier 1 or can elect to go to a Tier 2; and The third-place team will be offered the remainder of the Tier 1 contests or can elect to go to a Tier 2.
1. Teams are not required to travel to participate in a national contest.  Contest guidelines can be found on their individual websites so that you determine restrictions and limitations before and after participation. After participating in a tier 1 national contest, it may limit future opportunities. 
2. If a team does not select to travel and compete at the National 4-H contest due to future eligibility of their team members (this might be because of team members are 14, 15, or, 16 years of age), Washington 4-H reserves the right to offer individuals in the Top 25 the chance to compete at the National 4-H contest at the North American International Livestock Exhibition as an “All-Star Team” providing they are 17 and 18 years of age. 
3. Teams who win the right to travel can invite individuals to participate with their team if those individuals are in the Top 25 of the Senior Contest providing the Family County (if previously authorized) and Washington 4-H offices approve.  This is providing they are not already on a team that was awarded the right to travel. 
4. For contestants that 17 and 18 years of age, if they are on an awarded travel team but would like the chance to participate on the All-Star team at the National 4-H contest, then the coach and county Extension professional will need to communicate this with the Washington 4-H office for approval. 

Tier 1: Teams are offered first right of refusal to 1 Tier 1 contest. If the contest(s) (limited to 2nd and 3rd place teams) that teams have the choice to select from limit future participation in either the State or National contest(s), then teams can select from the Tier 2 category. Travel support funds (if available) from the state office upon approval from Washington 4-H can be used for Tier 1 and Tier 2.
· North American International Livestock Exposition, Louisville, KY** 
· American Royal, Kansas City, MO
· The National Western, Denver, CO 
Tier 2: Teams from the same state can compete at these contests and there is no restriction on repeat appearances. Additionally, competing at these tier 2 contests will not affect your participation in the three tier 1 contests if looking to participate in them during the same year  – 
· Ak-Sar-Ben Contest, Grand Island, NE  
· Arizona National, Phoenix, AZ 
· Northern International Livestock Exhibition, Billings, MT
· The Grand National Cow Palace, San Francisco, CA
(Additional contest options may be added to tier 2 closer to the state contest) 

**Teams and/or any of their members that have participated in the National 4-H Contest held during the North American International Livestock Exposition are ineligible to compete in the State 4-H Livestock judging Contest for the rest of their 4-H career.
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