“TRAPPED!” Video Handout Answers
Do Not Hand Out

What is the issue?  Initiative 713 “banned the use of body-gripping traps to catch animals without a special permit and prohibited the sale of fur.”
· Arguments For: Prohibiting the sale of fur takes away the incentive to increase trapping, body-gripping traps may catch and kill more animals than they were intended to trap
· Arguments Against: Landowners no longer have the right to protect themselves or their animals from predators

What was the problem the initiative was trying to solve? Killing animals in order to sell their fur

What was the problem the bill (Senate Bill 5179) in 2004 was trying to solve? Allowing landowners to use body-gripping traps to catch threats to their herds/flocks (coyotes, wolves, etc) or small animals (moles, mice, etc).

	
	Person
	Description
	For or Against SB 5179?  Why?

	1.
	Susan Appel
	Student, Colfax
	

	2.
	Jasmin Baker
	Student, Redmond
	

	3.
	Ron Shultz
	Gov. Policy Advisor
	

	4.
	Mike Cooper
	State Representative
	

	5.
	Hans Dunshee
	State Representative
	

	6.
	Fred Bauret
	Rancher
	

	7.
	Officer Joe Hunt
	Pierce Co. Animal Control
	

	8.
	Mark Skatrud
	NW Ecosystem Alliance
	

	9.
	Sandra Romero
	State Representative
	

	10.
	Jim Buck
	State Representative
	

	11.
	Ed Owens
	Citizens for Responsible Wildlife Management
	

	12.
	Bob Oke
	State Senator
	

	13.
	Adam Klein
	State Senator
	

	14.
	Don Jacobs
	Professional Lobbyist for WA State Farm Bureau
	

	15.
	Katherine Bragdon
	Professional Lobbyist for Humane Society of the US
	



What are the three branches of government and their duties as it pertains to the law?
Some possible answers:
· The Legislative branch makes the laws, sets the budgets and policies for new laws, appropriates money to pay for the implementation of the law.
· The Executive branch has veto power and carries out and enforces the laws.
· The Judicial branch interprets the laws if there is a challenge against them and enforces the laws through jail and fines.  
Explain that the conference will be concentrating on the Legislative branch but it is important to understand how the other branches are involved.

How were each of the branches involved in this issue?

Legislative: Wrote bills to change the law (the Revised Code of Washington-RCW) created by the initiative.

Executive: 
· Attorney General wrote opinion that law pertained to mole and mice traps; 
· Governor vetoed Senate Bill (SB) 5179 and instructed law enforcement to follow the intent of the law not necessarily the exact language (which meant enforcing the law 
· when people illegally trapped animals to sell their furs and not enforcing the law when people illegally trapped moles and mice); 
· State agency staff write rules (Washington Administrative Code-WAC) in order to implement the law, since RCWs are generally more broad.  The law talked about body-gripping traps and the WAC likely refers to a specific definition of body-gripping traps.  This was not referred to in the video but is an important part of new laws.  State agency staff interpretation of laws is an important part of the implementation process.

Judicial: Supreme Court ruled that the initiative did not violate the state constitution.
