
W S U  E X T E N S I O N  N E W S
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D E C  2 0 2 4

PG 2 & 3:  Agriculture News
Pesticide Recertification, 4
credits

12/12- Thursday, 1:00-5:00pm
Agricultural Entrepreneurship

Starting Jan 21, 2025
Eat Local First Prize Giveaway

Eat Local & Win Prizes!
PG 4:  Master Gardener News

Trainees learn about insects
including specimens of
Northern Giant Hornet!

PG 5: 4-H Happenings
Recipe for Salt Dough
Ornaments!

PG 6: DEC Activities Calendar

Latest news, projects, workshops, free resources, and more. Keep Reading!

In this newsletter you will find:

S t e v e n s  C o u n t y  N e w s l e t t e r

Season’s Greetings!



A G R I C U L T U R E  N E W S

Pesticide Recertification Event
12/12/24 1-5pm

Save the Dates!  Jan 21 - Mar 11, Tuesdays 6-8pm
Agricultural Entrepreneurship & Business Planning

For more information about Agriculture programs offered by WSU
Extension in Stevens County, visit our website: Agriculture | Stevens
County, email: Kathryn Hoogheem or call 509-684-2588

Contact

This course will walk you through the steps to create a farm business plan through weekly online
classes with guest speaker farmers and resource providers and connections in regional groups.

https://wpcdn.web.wsu.edu/wp-extension/uploads/sites/2063/2024/11/AgEnt-2025-Flyer.pdf
https://extension.wsu.edu/stevens/agriculture/
https://extension.wsu.edu/stevens/agriculture/
mailto:kathryn.hoogheem@wsu.edu


A G R I C U L T U R E  N E W S

Because we know that behind every meal is a story – be it a
farmer that has grown nourishing food, a chef who serves it up, or

people like you who share the local food love. Washington is
home to bountiful farmland, and incredible entrepreneurs that

work hard in, and for, their communities. When you eat local, you
are supporting families, farms, and our whole food ecosystem! 

https://eatlocalfirst.org/holiday-food-farm-finder/

Why Eat Local for the Holidays?

Shop WA farms and farmers markets
for the holidays, win prizes! 

Eat Local First is giving away over $500
worth of local food and swag!

 
🎁Grand Prize – $200 to spend at any

business listed on the WA Food &
Farm Finder 

🍏Three (3) $25 gift cards to any
business listed on the WA Food &

Farm Finder

🛍Ten (10) Eat Local First eco-friendly
reusable shopping bags by ChicoBag

 
🍴Twenty (20) Eat Local First camping

sporks by humangear 

For more information about Agriculture programs offered by WSU Extension in
Stevens County, visit our website: Agriculture | Stevens County, email: Kathryn
Hoogheem or call 509-684-2588

Contact

The deadline to enter is midnight on January 1, 2025. 
Winners will be notified in early January.

https://eatlocalfirst.org/win/

https://eatlocalfirst.org/win/
https://eatlocalfirst.org/holiday-food-farm-finder/
https://extension.wsu.edu/stevens/agriculture/
mailto:kathryn.hoogheem@wsu.edu
mailto:kathryn.hoogheem@wsu.edu
https://eatlocalfirst.org/win/


M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R  N E W S

Contact For information about our Master Gardener program, visit our website:
Gardening | Stevens County or contact Linda Teller, 509-684-2588

2024-2025 Master Gardener Trainees
 -learn about good & bad insects

The 2024-2025 class continue their intensive
training, and last week they learned about
insects...both beneficial ones and pests from
Bob Stoltz, a local retired entomologist.
They also heard from Cassie Cichorz and
Patrik Hornstrand, both from WSDA.
One bonus of the class was to see “in
person” specimens of the insects, including
several Northern Giant Hornets, which some
call “murder hornets”.  You’ll be happy to
know that none have been seen in
Washington in 2 years!  There are other
pests that are scarier right now.  
Stay tuned as we arm 
these trainees with 
knowledge to share at 
community events!

Japanese Beetles,
Invasive! ->

Bob Stoltz, Entomologist

Spotted Lanternfly,
Invasive!

Cassie Cichorz, WSDA, and
attentive students

Northern Giant Hornet
size comparison

Northern Giant Hornets

https://extension.wsu.edu/stevens/gardening/
mailto:linda.teller@wsu.edu


4 - H  N E W S

For information about our 4-H program, visit our website:
4-H Youth | Stevens County or contact Shannon Rowley, 509-684-2588Contact

Fun and Learning with Salt Dough

There is nothing more meaningful than a gift from a child that has been homemade. A
favorite across many generations is salt-dough ornaments. Creating and working with
play dough of all types supports development and learning in many areas. When
children are squishing, rolling, molding and cutting, they are strengthening the small
muscles in their fingers. When they’re talking with you or their siblings, they’re
building their social skills. When they’re helping to measure and mix, they’re building
math skills and so much more!

Salt-dough is simply a form of play dough you can dry by baking in the oven to form
hardened ornaments or creations. Typically, these are created by rolling out the dough
and then cutting out shapes with cookie cutters, baking and decorating as desired.

Learn more about the many ways play dough supports children’s development and
learning and find more recipes for play dough at the National Association for the
Educational of Young Children’s article, “Playdough Power.”

This article was originally published by Michigan State University Extension. 

https://extension.wsu.edu/4h/
mailto:sgordon@wsu.edu
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.naeyc.org%2Four-work%2Ffamilies%2Fplaydough-power&data=05%7C02%7Clinda.teller%40wsu.edu%7Cc9213f18b04143a78c6408dd13d13050%7Cb52be471f7f147b4a8790c799bb53db5%7C0%7C0%7C638688511369006818%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5LxIBk4u8NXwrf1yaoX3upjTWTC%2BHKBqATqc7hk%2FYeY%3D&reserved=0


WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence 
 of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office. Persons with 
 disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information or 

 reasonable accommodation need to contact Linda Teller at 986 S Main, Suite D, Colville, WA 99114,
509.684.2588. linda.teller@wsu.edu at least two weeks prior to the event.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
If you no longer wish to receive the WSU Extension Stevens County e-newsletter, please

go to the Leave [WSUEnews] List page (when asked for list name: “Wsuenews”).

O T H E R  N E W S ,  R E S O U R C E S ,  &  E V E N T S

DEC 11 - Master Gardener Basic Training Class
                 (registered students only)
DEC 12 - Pesticide Recertification Class, 1-5pm
DEC 24 - Christmas Eve Holiday - Office Closed
DEC 25 - Christmas Holiday - Office Closed

December Calendar

M A S T E R  G A R D E N E R
F A C E B O O K  P A G E

T H E  E V E R G R E E N
T H U M B  P O D C A S T

submit questions to
AskaMasterGardener@stevensmg.org

MG ANSWER CLINIC 
(email only until March) 

mailto:linda.teller@wsu.edu
https://lists.wsu.edu/leave.php
https://extension.wsu.edu/stevens/agriculture/farmer-assistance-request-form/
https://www.facebook.com/StevensCo.MasterGardeners
https://evergreenthumb.mastergardenerfoundation.org/episodes/
mailto:AskaMasterGardener@stevensmg.org

