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credit:  Kathryn Hoogheem 

Stevens County Newsletter 

The winter weather has been mild so far… but livestock owners should know what 

to do ahead of time in case of extreme winter weather. Prepare and plan now while 

conditions are favorable. (Click the image to see larger hi-resolution version)  

4-H at Home—Holiday Activity Guide 

Looking for something to keep the kids busy during 

the holiday break? Look no further…check out this activity 

guide 4H-at-Home-Holiday-Activity-Guide-and-Cookie-

Making-Recipes-2020.pdf (4-h.org) for crafts, recipes, and 

other activities. 

4-H Happenings  

WSU Extension programs and employment are available to all without discrimination. Evidence  

of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU Extension office. Persons with  

disabilities who require alternative means for communication or program information or  

reasonable accommodation need to contact Linda Teller at 986 S Main, Suite D, Colville, WA 

99114, 509.684.2588. linda.teller@wsu.edu at least two weeks prior to the event. 

If you no longer wish to receive the WSU Extension Stevens County e-newsletter, please go to 

the Leave [WSUEnews] List page (when asked for list name: “Wsuenews”). 

For information about our Master  

Gardener program, visit our website: 

Master Gardeners | Stevens County   

or contact Linda Teller,  509-684-2588 

For more information about Agriculture programs  

offered by WSU Extension in Stevens County, please 

visit our website: Agriculture | Stevens County,  

email: Kathryn Hoogheem or call 509-684-2588 

Agriculture News 

Stevens County Master Gardeners 

wrapped up the 50 year Golden 

Anniversary of the program with a 

banner year of accomplishments! 

2023 ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

• Doubled our numbers!  From 6 very overworked and burned-out people to 12 who did a great 

job sharing the workload! 

• Daily Educational Facebook posts!  Thanks to our tech-savvy MG Kathy Hansen, you can 

now learn from various “experts in the field”, upcoming events, and find “Tips and Tricks” for 

successful gardening! 

• Provided well-researched Answers!  Our volunteers thoughtfully donated their time and effort 

to answer hundreds of questions at the weekly Answer/Plant Clinic, as well as at booths at the 

Farmers Markets, Home & Garden Shows, and at the Fair. 

• Firewise Demonstration Garden - has been mostly restored to its former glory, and we added 

a Memorial Corner which now honors 2 Master Gardeners who have passed from this realm. 

• Spring and Fall Plant Exchanges -  Many MGs diligently worked for weeks to divide prolific 

plants from their yards or to grow new ones, plus we happily accepted donated plants, and 

watched many happy people walking away with FREE plants and BIG smiles! 

• NEW: Library Events!  Two MGs taught classes at all 7 Libraries of Stevens County!  One class 

covered Composting and the other was an Intro to Beekeeping.  This is the start of a great  

partnership!  Watch for more classes in 2024.  

Master Gardener News 

For information about our 4-H 

program, visit our website: 

4-H Youth | Stevens County  

or contact Shannon Rowley, 

509-684-2588 

LOOKING AHEAD TO 2024 

• EIGHT NEW STUDENTS!  More volunteers who are loadng their brains with 25 chapters worth 

of college-level education and getting excited to apply that new knowledge to teach and serve 

the community at large. 

• Answer/Plant Clinic!  We may be able to open the clinic to TWO days/week! 

• Firewise Demonstration Garden - We plan to update the informational signage and possibly 

provide a weatherproof container for free literature or flyers.  Tour the garden and learn how to 

build and landscape using safe firewise practices.  There is also an UN-firewise section to show 

what NOT to do. 

• Spring and Fall Plant Exchanges (at the Firewise Garden) will return! 

• Library Events!  Probably more Beekeeping classes and a Firewise Landscaping class.  Please 

let us know what other classes you would like to see:  Native Plants, Garden Resilience, Drought

-Resistant Gardening, more Composting? 

• Continued Facebood posts, more projects, more classes!  We are Community Educators.   

We are actively engaged in teaching research-based gardening and environmental 

stewardship practices.  

Stevens County MG 

Facebook Page 

NEW!  The Evergreen 

Thumb Podcast 
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