


SC BAT Meeting Notes
February 13, 2020; 2-4 pm

NOTE: All meetings are held at TEDD, 986 S. Main St, Colville, WA 99114 
(Remote access is described at the end of this document.)
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Debra Hansen	
Bert Klimas	*Bryan Tidwell
Dave Klimas	*Jeff Johnson
Andrew Engell	*Daniel Lipko
Silas Rappe	*Robin Kennedy
Barney Brockwell	*Alex Scott
Clint Hagen
Commissioner Wes McCart

*Via Zoom videoconference or phone
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Meeting Notes:
a. A BAT Field Guide in is the works! The WA State Broadband Office (aka Russ Elliott) will be promoting the BAT model to help communities all over Washington hit the ground running on setting up their own BAT. Debra, Monica, and Russ are writing information and compiling our popular one page worksheets for examples. Several new worksheets will be written to address the rural healthcare needs of telehealth (which is a HUGE umbrella term for many specific needs like telepsychology, patient/doctor video chat, medical records access, healthcare portals, etc.); K-12, community college, and distance learning; workforce; interpretive services; business; veterans’ needs, and more.
Existing BAT Information Sheets are available at 
https://extension.wsu.edu/stevens/bat-information-sheets/
Clint with Northeast Washington Health and Commissioner McCart pointed out that many grants are available under the telehealth term. They apply primarily to equipment and only occasionally for the underlying infrastructure/backbone.
Debra also pointed out that WA State Commerce Director Lisa Brown gave a shoutout recognizing the BAT in her letter to FCC Chairman Ajit Pai. (attached to the agenda).
b. Adam Cares, a Planner with Stevens County, is working on mapping as much as he can related to broadband as part of a Growth Management Act update. He’s documenting broadband location, level of service availability, towers, access, and more. Debra and Dave will be working with him to help document what we know. We’re hoping that the tool Russ Elliott teased us with last month will be available soon, too.
c. Is anyone applying for a ReConnect grant from USDA? The two ISPs present (Emerge and STTX) are NOT planning to apply. Robin noted that there were too many restrictions especially with tribal points removed. The tribe will apply for the FCC’s 2.5 Ghz Rural Tribal Priority Window. https://www.fcc.gov/25-ghz-rural-tribal-window  
d. A link to the survey from the Public Works Board was attached to the agenda. Debra encouraged everyone to take it although the content may not have been applicable to everyone. 
It was noted that our grant had not made it through the process on a technicality. We might try it again with TEDD as a submitter. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]News From Around the Room/Zoom 
e. Alex reported that Senator Cantwell is cosponsoring bipartisan Senate Bill 3246, the Spectrum Management and Reallocation for Taxpayers (SMART) Act. The bill deals with public auction of C-Band spectrum that is expected to raise billions of dollars. Those funds will go into trust funds for Next Generation 911 and rural broadband. 



Press release: https://www.cantwell.senate.gov/news/press-releases/cantwell-kennedy-schatz-introduce-bipartisan-legislation-to-support-5g-invest-billions-in-broadband-public-safety
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/116/s3246 
f. Bryan reported that Commerce’s New Approaches pilot program in Chewelah is going well with lots of engagement.
g. Commissioner McCart will be heading to D.C. and Olympia again next month. He meets with as many people as possible including NACo’s Rural Action Caucus. 
h. Clint shared that Northeast Washington Health will be converting their phone systems to VOIP. They are targeting early June for going live. It will be a financial and technological game changer. After that they will tackle FAX!
i. Barney said that he is focusing on workforce skillset adoption. 
j. Andrew shared that he met with Russ Elliott last week. Congresswoman McMorris Rodgers also met with Russ in D.C. last week. Russ is talking up the BAT model. Congresswoman McMorris Rodgers is still working on the mapping issue. 
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/116/hr3162
Andrew also brought up the Distance Learning and Telemedicine Grant from USDA. WSU is interested in this as a possible way to update equipment. 
k. Bert mentioned that she keeps a spreadsheet of notes on federal broadband legislation. Commissioner McCart mentioned that he is not aware of any broadband legislation at the state level since the session started. 
Bert also shared that the State of the Union address specifically mentioned rural broadband but the proposed budget released by the White House only uses the word broadband twice: 
· Once as the justification for the elimination of USDA Single Family Housing Direct Loans (page 14). “In addition, rural areas once isolated from easy access to credit have shrunk as broadband internet access and on-line lending have grown.”
· The only other use of the term broadband is in reference to spectrum auctions (page 116). Andrew was curious if that spectrum auction had any impact on Senator Cantwell’s bill previously mentioned. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/msar_fy21.pdf?fbclid=IwAR1WxwhDJwI09cb7YWMxXPyr4IEtNtCdruylK32bTP3aFuYH5KQTJp1J3I4
Debra handed out a basic summary of a conversation Bert had on a large mail list about TV White Space. The questions revolved around if any actual speed tests have been done by TVWS users. To date the question seems to be IF any users have done speed tests and IF someone queries the Mlab data specifically for it then the data is available. Several people on the mail list were interested in this topic so there may be more on this in the future. 
l. A general topic of Low Earth Orbit satellites was discussed. Starlink in particular (Elon Musk’s project) is putting up more satellites every few weeks and is expecting to begin offering service later this year. The goals of Starlink are to provide affordable, high speed (claims of Gigabit – 1,000 Mbps – speeds) access virtually anywhere. 
m. The final topic was a general discussion of adoption. Dave brought up that it is not just a matter of educating people how to use the internet but to give them examples why they might need to use the internet. Patient portals, etc. 
***********************
BAT Fun Fact for the Month: Nearly two-thirds of the nation’s 3,069 counties are designated as rural with a combined population of 60 million. [source: NACo.org] By extension that means rural broadband affects more than just a few farmers or a senior citizen in Rice. 
Next Meeting: BAT Meetings are usually held the second Thursday of each month from 2 to 4 pm. Location: The TEDD office at 986 S. Main St, Colville, WA 99114. 
You can join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone. A link and access code will be sent out prior to the meeting; note that it will be a different link every month.
You can also dial in using your phone. United States: +1 (872) 240-3212 
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