Washington Gardener Certificate Course
(at Green School)
Purpose
· Provides research‑based horticulture education for personal use, professional development, or preparation for future volunteer service.
· Designed for people who want solid gardening knowledge without a service commitment.
Key Features
· Fully online, statewide access.
· Five‑month course with structured lessons, quizzes, and a final exam.
· Uses the Pacific Northwest Gardener’s Handbook as the core text.
· Open enrollment — no application or interview.
· Earns a Washington Gardener Certificate upon successful completion.
Who it’s for
· Home gardeners wanting deeper knowledge.
· Green industry professionals seeking continuing education.
· Anyone who wants research-based horticulture training on their own schedule.
Commitment
· Coursework only.
· No volunteer hours.
· No ongoing recertification.

Washington State University 
Extension Master Gardener Program 
Purpose
· A volunteer program that trains community educators to deliver WSU research‑based gardening information.
· Focused on public education, environmental stewardship, and community resilience.
Key Features
· Application and selection process (varies by county).
· Requires background checks, interviews, and acceptance into a cohort.
· Successfully earning a Washington Gardener Certificate (WGC) at Green School is a requirement to become a certified Extension Master Gardener.
· In addition to earning the certificate, volunteers complete local volunteer training provided by their county program.
· Volunteers then complete the required service hours for their county to earn certification.
· Annual continuing education and volunteer hours required to maintain the Extension Master Gardener title.
Who it’s for
· People who want to teach, mentor, and serve their community.
· Those committed to ongoing volunteer work.
· Individuals who want to be part of a statewide WSU Extension network.
Commitment
· WGC coursework + local training.
· Volunteer service hours.
Find the path that’s right for you
· Annual application and certification
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Sample Talking Points
“The Washington Gardener Certificate at Green School is the horticulture training course offered at Green School. It’s fully online, open to anyone, and gives you a solid foundation in research‑based gardening. It’s great for home gardeners, professionals, or anyone who wants to learn more.
The WSU Extension Master Gardener Program is different. It’s a volunteer service program. Counties select applicants, provide local training, and support volunteers as they teach gardening in their communities. To become a certified Extension Master Gardener, you first complete your county’s application process, which typically includes an application, an interview, and a background check. Once you’re accepted into a cohort, you then enroll in Green School to earn the Washington Gardener Certificate as part of your training. In addition to earning the certificate, you will participate in local training and the service hours required by your county to earn Extension Master Gardener certification.”
*********************************************
“The Washington Gardener Certificate at Green School is an online horticulture course open to anyone and provides a strong foundation in research‑based gardening. 
The WSU Extension Master Gardener Program is different — it’s a volunteer service program. Counties select applicants through an application, interview, and background check. Once accepted into a cohort, volunteers enroll in Green School to earn the Washington Gardener Certificate as part of their training. In addition to successfully earning the certificate, they finish county‑provided local volunteer training and the required service hours to become certified Extension Master Gardeners.”
*********************************************
“The Washington Gardener Certificate at Green School is an online course that gives you solid, research￼based gardening knowledge.
The Master Gardener Program is a volunteer program. You first apply through your county, usually with an application, interview, and background check. If selected, you enroll in Green School to earn the Washington Gardener Certificate, and participate in your county’s local volunteer training and complete service hours to earn certification.”
*********************************************
“The Washington Gardener Certificate at Green School is an online horticulture course open to everyone. 
The WSU Extension Master Gardener Program is a volunteer program. You apply through your county first; if selected, you enroll in Green School to earn the Washington Gardener Certificate, participate in local training and complete service hours to become certified.”
*********************************************
“The Washington Gardener Certificate at Green School is an online course anyone can take to build strong, research‑based gardening skills. 
The WSU Extension Master Gardener Program is different — it’s a volunteer program. You start by applying through your county. If you’re accepted into a cohort, you’ll enroll in Green School to earn the Washington Gardener Certificate, participate in your county’s local volunteer training and complete service hours to become a certified Extension Master Gardener.”
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