
 



 

Observe your property over a few months to see the conditions in your yard. This will help you decide 
which plants would thrive on your property. One of the best ways to get nature working for you is to simply 
keep existing soils and native plants, shrubs, and trees. Next, we’ll talk about native plants. 

 

 



 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



Disposing of Yard Waste – Lenz Composting in Stanwood! 
 

 
Disposing of Yard Waste Dumping yard waste over a bluff, into a lake or stream, or into the marine water 
for the tide to take away was once a common practice. Today we know that leaves and grass clippings 
dumped into these areas can cause algal blooms and reduce oxygen levels in the water. The 
recommended option for disposing of leaves, grass clippings and other yard waste is to compost them at 
home or use a yard debris collection service, which may be offered by your local solid waste collector. 
Your WSU Extension or local Conservation District offices are good sources of information on home 
composting. For more information visit: gardening.wsu.edu/compost-and-mulch. You don’t have to 
compost in your backyard. Other options include self-haul to Lenz Composting in Stanwood, curbside 
collection from WM on Camano, and there are several locations available on Whidbey listed on the Island 
County website as referenced below. Be sure to check your local collector to see what is accepted. 

 



 



     Calendar of Events 
 

 
WSU Island County Master Gardener Foundation 
– Annual Plant Sales – Save these Dates! 
Saturday, May 9th (Whidbey) May 16th (Camano)  
9:00 am – 1 pm 
Greenbank Farms (Whidbey) 
Island County Multipurpose Building (Camano) 
 
 

Local Beach Stewardship Events 

Clayton Beach Stewardship - Northwest Straits 
Foundation 
Tuesday, March 24th  
9:45 am - 12:15 pm 
 
 
WSU Island County Extension 
CLCP Beach Litter Volunteer Opportunities 
Tuesdays, 1 – 3 pm 
• March 24- Grasser’s Lagoon (Penn Cove area)  
• March 31- Dugualla Bay 
 
Want to participate? 
We would love to add you to our CLCP volunteer email list. Please get in touch with the CLCP Coordinator, Jana 
McGehee, jana.mcgehee@wsu.edu, or call the WSU Extension Island County office at 360-639-6060. 
 
 
Salish Sea Scholars Symposium - Northwest 
Straits Foundation 
April 3, Wisteria Hall, UW Botanical Garden 
2:00 pm - 4:00 pm 
Learn more: CGScholars26  
 
 
 
 

WSU Waste Wise Camano Community Meeting 
 

Monday, April 6, 11:30–12:30 (note the time change for April only) 
Sno-Isle Camano Library 

https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/event/clayton-beach-stewardship/
https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/event/clayton-beach-stewardship/
https://extension.wsu.edu/island/nrs/beachlitter/?utm_source=copilot.com
mailto:jana.mcgehee@wsu.edu
https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/event/salish-sea-scholars-symposium/
https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/event/salish-sea-scholars-symposium/
https://nwstraitsfoundation.org/event/salish-sea-scholars-symposium/
https://nwstraitsfoundation.salsalabs.org/2026scholarsreception/index.html
https://www.facebook.com/events/1400607411540472/1400607414873805/?active_tab=discussion


WSU Climate Stewards Certificate Program 
Starts Thursday, April 2nd through June 4, with graduation on June 6. 
Join us for 10 Thursdays, 6–8 pm via Zoom  
Open to Island, Skagit, and Whatcom residents.  
Scholarships available upon request. 
More info/apply: Climate Stewards | Washington State University 
 
WSU Eco Book Group – Meets the 2nd Monday of Each Month 
Monday, April 13,  
12:00–1:15 pm 
Sno-Isle Camano Library Meeting Room 
Book: The Buy Nothing, Get Everything Plan. 
All are welcome—reading the book is optional. 
 
WSU Waste Wise Community Education Training 
Mondays, April 13th – May 18th  
4–6 pm in person at the Multipurpose Center 
More info and application: Waste Wise Education and 
Sustainability Training | WSU 
 
Zero Waste WA Legislative Update (via Zoom) 
Monday, April 20  
4–5:30 pm 
Latest news on the Bottle Bill and other waste-related legislation. 
Contact WSU Waste Wise Camano Coordinator Heather Vitiaz 
for the zoom link 
 
Camano Homesteading Fair  

Saturday, May 16  
10 am–2 pm 
Camano Commons at “Terry’s Corner” 

Free, family-friendly event on self-reliance and resources.  
Hosted by Sno-Isle Library and WSU Island County Waste Wise 
 
Plastic Plant Pot Exchange hosted by WSU Waste Wise Camano 
Saturday, May 30  
10 am–12 pm 
Can Ku Road behind CASA/Island Transit on Camano Island 
Bring and/or pick-up pots to be reused! 
 
 
 

https://climatestewards.extension.wsu.edu/
https://climatestewards.extension.wsu.edu/sample-page/register/
https://www.facebook.com/events/1694722224838490/1694722231505156?active_tab=about
https://sno-isle.bibliocommons.com/v2/record/S121C1917833
https://extension.wsu.edu/island/nrs/waste-wise/waste-wise-volunteer-training/
https://extension.wsu.edu/island/nrs/waste-wise/waste-wise-volunteer-training/
https://extension.wsu.edu/island/nrs/waste-wise/waste-wise-volunteer-training/
mailto:heather.vitiaz@wsu.edu?subject=Zero%20Waste%20Legislative%20Update%20Zoom%20Link,%20please
https://www.facebook.com/events/1947584405850429/?acontext=%7B%22event_action_history%22%3A%5b%7B%22extra_data%22%3A%22%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22create_dialog%22%7D%2C%7B%22extra_data%22%3A%22%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22permalink%22%7D%2C%7B%22extra_data%22%3A%22%22%2C%22mechanism%22%3A%22surface%22%2C%22surface%22%3A%22edit_dialog%22%7D%5d%2C%22ref_notif_type%22%3Anull%7D
https://www.facebook.com/share/1GMCx7TGEX/


 

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 
 

 

Resources in Your County | Shore Stewards | Washington State University (wsu.edu) 
 
 
How do I join WSU’s Shore Stewards? 
Simply complete this application to become a Shore Steward online and click 
“submit.”  It’ll just take a few moments. WSU staff in your county will review 
your application and notify you of acceptance into the program.  You can pick 
up your “Shore Steward Tool Kit” at either the Camano or Coupeville WSU 
Extension Offices. 
 

To learn more about the FREE Shore Stewards Program, visit WSU Extension Shore 
Stewards or contact WSU Island County Program Coordinator: 
Heather.Vitiaz@wsu.edu | 360-639-4608 

 
  

 

 
Newsletter access: If you would like to download or view previous Shore Steward newsletters, please 
visit https://shorestewards.cw.wsu.edu/news/  
 
Support Shore Stewards!  
If you would like to see this program continue to make a difference, please consider donating to the WSU 
Shore Stewards Excellence Fund. Your tax-deductible donation will help ensure future funding for 
newsletters, demonstrations at local events, and to make sure that the program and educational 
materials continue to be free for shoreline landowners and others interested in protecting our islands. 
Thank you for your contribution!  
 
Thank you for reading Shore Stewards News. WSU Extension programs and employment are available to 
all without discrimination. Evidence of noncompliance may be reported through your local WSU 
Extension office. 

https://shorestewards.cw.wsu.edu/contacts-by-county/
http://shorestewards.cw.wsu.edu/become-a-shore-steward/
mailto:WSU%20Extension%20Shore%20Stewards
mailto:WSU%20Extension%20Shore%20Stewards
mailto:Heather.Vitiaz@wsu.edu
https://shorestewards.cw.wsu.edu/news/
https://foundation.wsu.edu/give/?fund=4f0fcdf3-426a-408c-99b4-e2d2092a1aca&cat=idonate_colleges&area=idonate_agricultural_human_and_natural_resource_sciences&utm_source=agricultural-human-and-natural-resource-sciences&utm_medium=wsu-link&utm_campaign=island-county-shore-stewards-fund
https://foundation.wsu.edu/give/?fund=4f0fcdf3-426a-408c-99b4-e2d2092a1aca&cat=idonate_colleges&area=idonate_agricultural_human_and_natural_resource_sciences&utm_source=agricultural-human-and-natural-resource-sciences&utm_medium=wsu-link&utm_campaign=island-county-shore-stewards-fund
https://foundation.wsu.edu/give/?fund=4f0fcdf3-426a-408c-99b4-e2d2092a1aca&cat=idonate_colleges&area=idonate_agricultural_human_and_natural_resource_sciences&utm_source=agricultural-human-and-natural-resource-sciences&utm_medium=wsu-link&utm_campaign=island-county-shore-stewards-fund
https://www.facebook.com/IC.shorestewards
https://wpcdn.web.wsu.edu/wp-extension/uploads/sites/2105/2016/01/GuideforShorelineLiving_Update_4-15_P3-1.pdf

