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April 21st, 2023 
 
Dear Stakeholders, 

It has been twelve months since we last updated you on what’s been happening at the CPCNW, and we are 
pleased to share a few details from a productive year at the center.  
 
New Releases 
2022 (and into early 2023) was a productive year for the cleaning and release of both public and proprietary accessions 
from the program. From the beginning of 2022 to the time of writing we have released 70 tree fruit, 5 grapevine, and 
16 hop accessions. This is the result of the previous five years of investment in infrastructure, staff training and 
expertise, and the implementation of a rigorous diagnostic regime based on optimal times for pathogen detection. 
We are committed to improving the quality of clean plants for propagators and growers in the U.S. 
 
Expanding Our Reach 
The Clean Plant Center Northwest (CPCNW) has also made it a top priority to improve access to clean plants by 
expanding material sales. Our first year of distributing an increased range of plant products, including hop rhizomes 
and grape and hop tissue culture propagules, was generally successful. We are pleased with the experience gained 
and will be refining and improving our processes in 2023 and beyond.  
 
Solving the Rootstock Virus Contamination Issue 
Last year we briefed you on our discovery of seed-transmitted viruses present in rootstock lines that the program had 
been using for decades for propagation and in the thermotherapy process. The presence of these viruses was a serious 
impediment to the efficient cleaning and release of apple and pear accessions. We are now happy to report that we 
have solved this issue. In 2022, we completed a rigorous screening of viable rootstock lines, testing and retesting until 
we were satisfied that our final selections were clean. We are holding G1 material of M.111 and OHxF 97 in our 
protected screenhouse foundation collection and have provided starter plantlets to several tissue culture propagators 
for increase. We received the first wave of new clonal rootstocks in November 2022 and are pleased to announce that 
thermotherapy has resumed this spring.   
 
Web Platform Launch 
As 2023 progresses we will be launching our new website and integrated customer relationship (CRM) platform. Over 
the past year we have built the framework necessary for this massive modernization in how we operate as a center, 
and as a WSU program. We are happy to announce that the shift to annual services will allow both the center and 
stakeholder greater transparency and control over where a plant is in the diagnostic-therapeutic process, and will be 
more cost-effective to the stakeholder, who can make informed decisions on whether to proceed with a given plant. 
At the time of writing, we are putting the finishing touches to the site, and testing the functions, and will have further 
announcements as we get closer to launch. 
 
Voluntary Self-Assessments 
We extend our warmest thanks and appreciation to those stakeholders who provided voluntary self-assessments since 
the start of last year. This has allowed us to retain staff, perform emergency repairs, and maintain critical infrastructure 
to keep the program running. To contribute to our mission of prevention pathogen introduction and spread, please 
consider donating by visiting the WSU Foundation gift portal.   
 
Sincerely, 
 Clean Plant Center Northwest      


