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Within CIMMYT’s Sustainable Agrifood System Program, | lead a global research team that evaluates trends, drivers and
impacts of rural transformation in developing countries. A major thread of this work is focused on the evaluation of ex-
tension methods and information technology innovations for guiding on-farm investments and technology change in
smallholder systems. This work uses rigorous ex post approaches to evaluating piloted interventions (e.g., randomized
control trials), as well as spatially-explicit ex ante modeling work that integrates agronomy, soil science and economics
to inform scaling strategies over time and space. Other research activities include work to understand how rapid evolu-
tion of rural land, labor and financial services markets are changing the incentives and enabling conditions for on-farm
technology change in developing countries. More broadly, my research interests focus on how policies and investments
can best influence rural development trajectories towards desired social, economic and environmental outcomes.
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Book Chapters

Chamberlin, J. and J. Sumberg (2021). “Are young people transforming the rural economy?” In: Youth and the Rural
Economy in Africa: Hard Work and Hazard. Ed. by J. Sumberg. CABI Publishing. Chap. 6, pp. 92-124.

Chamberlin, J., F.K. Yeboah, and J. Sumberg (2021). “Young people and land”. In: Youth and the Rural Economy in Africa:
Hard Work and Hazard. Ed. by J. Sumberg. CABI Publishing. Chap. 4, pp. 58-77.

Oosterom, M., J. Chamberlin, and J. Sumberg (2021). “Empirical windows on African rural youth”. In: Youth and the
Rural Economy in Africa: Hard Work and Hazard. Ed. by J. Sumberg. CABI Publishing. Chap. 2, pp. 23-42.

Sumberg, J., C. Szyp, T. Yeboah, M. Oosterom, B. Crossouard, and J. Chamberlin (2021). “Young people and the rural
economy: synthesis and implications”. In: Youth and the Rural Economy in Africa: Hard Work and Hazard. Ed. by J.
Sumberg. CABI Publishing. Chap. 10, pp. 173-180.

Jayne, T.S., R. Benfica, F.K. Yeboah, and J. Chamberlin (2019). “Agricultural Transformation and Africa’s Economic De-
velopment”. In: African Economic Development. Ed. by E. Nnadozie and A. Jerome. Bingley: Emerald Publishing Lim-
ited, pp. 349-375. D0OI: 10.1108/978-1-78743-783-820192018 .

Chamberlin, J. and E. Schmidt (2013). “Ethiopian Agriculture: A Dynamic Geographic Perspective”. In: Food and Agricul-
ture in Ethiopia: Progress and Policy Challenges. Ed. by P. Dorosh and S. Rashid. International Food Policy Research
Institute and University of Pennsylvania Press. Chap. 2.

RECENT UNIVERSITY SERVICE AND TEACHING

Recent external PhD advisor/committee member service: KU Leuven (Bioeconomics), Leibniz University Hannover
(Economics), Wageningen University (Plant Production Systems), Purdue University (Agricultural Economics), Univer-
sity of Minnesota (Applied Economics), Lund University (Geography).

GRANTS

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (2024-2025). “Reinvestment: Guiding Acid Soils Management Investments in Africa.”
BMGF investment number INV-068374 (Pl: Chamberlin; lead proposal) $1,500,000 USD.

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation (2020-2024). “Guiding Acid Soils Management Investments in Africa (GAIA).” BMGF
investment number INV-002829 (PI: Chamberlin; co-lead proposal development) $5,000,000 USD.

International Food Policy Research Institute (2018-2020). Policies, Institutions and Markets CRP Flagship 2 project
“Ongoing transformations in Africa’s rural factor markets: Implications for growth, productivity and welfare.” (Pl: Cham-
berlin) $240,000 USD.

Billand Melinda Gates Foundation (2019-2020). “Taking Maize Agronomy to Scale in Africa.” (Pl: Chamberlin) $1,300,000
usD.

USAID (2019-2020). Innovation Lab for Sustainable Intensification: Geospatial and Farming Systems Consortium. “Spa-
tial profitability of alternative production strategies in maize-based smallholder farming systems in sub-Saharan Africa.”
(Pl: Chamberlin) $200,000 USD.

CGIAR Gender Platform (2019). “Rural Out-Migration and the Feminization of Agriculture in sub-Saharan Africa: A Multi-
Country, Mixed-Methods Study.” (PI: Chamberlin) $50,000 USD.

SKILLS

Human languages: English (native), Spanish (fluent), Portuguese (operational), Amharic (basic), Italian (basic)

Programming languages: R, Stata/Mata
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