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Greetings from the School of Economic Sciences at Washington State 
University. It was my honor to start this fall as the third Director of the 
School. I am fortunate that Ana Espinola-Arredondo agreed to serve as 
Associate Director. We are thankful to Alan Love for his eight years of 
service as Director.

This has been an exciting and productive year for the School. We hired 
Salvador Ortigueira as a tenured Associate Professor. Salvador joins 
Jinhui Bai and Mark Gibson in our macroeconomics group. Recent WSU 
Ph.D. graduate Tim Nadreau joined the faculty as a Research Assistant 
Professor. Tim works in the Impact Center conducting economic 
evaluation and is teaching two courses. We are currently searching for 

two tenure-track assistant professors in econometrics and agricultural economics.

There are many accomplishments to celebrate. Jon Yoder is the Principal Investigator on 
a new $5 million grant on using new technology to manage water resources from the 
Agricultural and Food Research Initiative (AFRI). Joe Cook and Mike Brady are co-PIs. Yoder 
was also named President Elect of the Universities Council on Water Resources. Ben Cowan 
is PI on a new grant from the Robert Wood Johnson Foundation. Karina Gallardo is President 
Elect of the Food Distribution Research Society. Jia Yan was promoted to Full Professor, and 
Eric Jessup was promoted to Full Research Professor.

In the October homecoming game, WSU defeated the University of Colorado. We also held 
the Annual School of Economic Sciences Colloquium, Banquet, and Auction. The Colloquium 
topic was the Economics of Risky Health Behaviors. WSU Alumnus Brady Horn, now Associate 
Professor at the University of New Mexico, spoke about prescription opioid abuse, monitoring, 
and crime. WSU faculty member Ben Cowan, who is an NBER Fellow in Health Economics, 
spoke about college access and health. WSU faculty member Shanthi Manian spoke about the 
economics of health certification in sex work in Senegal. The banquet and auction were a huge 
success. If you didn’t join us this year, we encourage you to come next year!

Through your generous gifts, we were able to award scholarships and fellowships to several 
SES students. We very much appreciate all of the assistance we receive. Your contributions 
support our students’ success and the many successes of the entire School. There are many 
ways to contribute, so please let us know if you would like to be involved in a larger role. If 
you are in Pullman, please come by and visit us in Hulbert Hall.

All of us in SES wish you and yours a happy and healthful Holiday Season and a peaceful, 
prosperous New Year. 

GO COUGS!

CONTACT US:
Washington State University
School of Economic Sciences
PO Box 646210, Pullman, WA 99164-6210
Phone: 509-335-5555 | Fax: 509-335-1173
econs@wsu.edu | ses.wsu.edu
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Faculty and Staff Highlights
McCluskey first female director of the  
School of Economic Sciences
Jill, who is renowned as a world-class scholar 
and a gifted mentor, has been named director of 
WSU’s School of Economic Sciences; and is the 
school’s first female director.

“I want to help students, colleagues, and the 
School of Economic Sciences succeed,” said 
McCluskey, who brings over 20 years of service 
to WSU. “Our faculty and our students are 
outstanding, and I think we have the potential to 
be recognized as one of the top five Agricultural 
& Applied Economics departments in the country 
and top forty Economics departments.”

As Regents Professor and 
Distinguished Professor of 
Sustainability in the School 
of Economic Sciences, she 
has served as the associate 
director of SES since 2015. 
Focusing on product 
quality and reputation, 
sustainable labeling, 
consumer preferences 
for new technology, and 
representation of women 
in STEM, McCluskey’s 
research has garnered 
international acclaim and 
won numerous awards. 
She is past president and 
fellow of the Agricultural 
and Applied Economics 
Association, and she is 
currently a member of 
the Board on Agricultural 
and Natural Resources of 
the National Academies 
of Sciences, Engineering, 
and Medicine. In 2018, 
McCluskey won the WSU 
Association for Faculty 
Women’s Samuel H. Smith Leadership Award, in 
part for her research into the ways that work-life 
and partner accommodation policies can affect the 
representation of women in STEM.

“Economics has the power to change policy,” 
McCluskey said. “It can be used to design policies 
that have positive outcomes for society and 
maximize profits for industry. That is what I love 
and find so fascinating about it.”

As director, McCluskey hopes to use her 
experience to promote positive outcomes both 
within the School of Economic Sciences and with 
external stakeholders.

“One of my goals is to recognize outstanding 
faculty with new Distinguished and Endowed 
Professorships,” McCluskey said. “I’d also like to 
see us create new partnerships with industry and 
deepen our engagement with stakeholders.”

McCluskey recognizes that these are big goals, 
but she’s confident that SES can attain them.

“I will deliberately 
listen and work to 
build consensus,” she 
said. “I’m grateful to 
have had wonderful 
colleagues and 
mentors of my own, 
and I’m honored by 
the trust now placed 
in me. I will encourage 
everyone to be 
optimistic, dream big, 
work hard, and help 
others. When we do 
that, together we can 
achieve great things.”

Addressing the 
transition of 
leadership, CAHNRS 
Dean André-Denis 
Wright expressed his 
gratitude for Alan 
Love’s tenure and 
shared his optimism 
for the school’s 
future. “We deeply 
appreciate Dr. Alan 
Love’s eight years 

of service as director of the School of Economic 
Sciences,” said Dean Wright. “As we prepare to 
welcome Dr. Jill McCluskey as the new director, 
I am grateful for the legacy of outstanding 
leadership within the School of Economic 
Sciences, and I am confident that the school will 
continue to thrive under her direction.” 
—Source: WSU-Insider. z

One of my goals is to 
recognize outstanding 
faculty with new 
Distinguished and 
Endowed Professorships,” 
McCluskey said. “I’d 
also like to see us create 
new partnerships with 
industry and deepen 
our engagement with 
stakeholders.”
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Marsh and McCluskey named Western Ag. Econ Association 2019 Fellows

Congratulations to Jill and Tom for being named WAEA 2019 Fellows. This recognizes the enduring contributions 
over their careers to agricultural, resource, and environmental economics in the Western United States. Tom’s 

research focuses on identifying empirical problems in 
agriculture, global health, and natural resources to help 
inform economic and public policy across the world. 
Jill’s research centers on product quality and reputation, 
sustainable labeling, consumer preferences for new 
technology, and representation of women in STEM. 
Jill and Tom join the WAEA Fellows list of current and 
emeriti SES faculty, Ken Casavant, Vicki McCracken, Ron 
Mittelhammer, Richard Shumway, Norm Whittlesey, and 
Doug Young. —Source: WSU-Insider. z

From right to left: Tom Marsh, Chris McIntosh,  
and Jill McCluskey

Galinato and Hong Honored for Outstanding Journal Article

Congratulations to Greg Galinato (SES Associate 
Professor) and Yeon A Hong (SES PhD alumni 2018) 
for being recognized as the 2019 Journal of Agricultural 
and Resource Economics Outstanding Journal Article 
Award for the paper entitled “Tobacco Education 
Program Spending and Tobacco use among 
Adolescents.” The article measures the effect of 
tobacco education program spending on adolescent 
tobacco use. They model how corruption influences 
the policy maker’s decision on subsidies that benefit 
firms to the detriment of education spending and its 
differential effect by gender. Greg and Yeon A estimate 
the effect of tobacco education program spending, instrumented by a corruption proxy, on adolescent tobacco 
use. More tobacco education program spending significantly increases the probability of never smoking among 
all adolescents but reduces the frequency of smoking only among adolescent females. One plausible explanation 
is that females have a more inelastic marginal utility of health than males. z

Greg Galinato Yeon A. Hong

Salvador Ortigueira, New Macroeconomics Professor

Ortigueira is a macroeconomist with interests in income inequality, labor 
markets and fiscal policy. He is currently working on several projects on 
design welfare programs to assists low-income families with children. Prior to 
joining the School of Economic Sciences at the WSU, Salvador held positions 
at the University of Miami (FL), Cornell University (NY), and the European 
University Institute and Carlos III University in Europe. Salvador is excited to 
join the family of the School of Economic Sciences. In his own words: “The 
working environment is fantastic.” One of the main reasons he decided 
to come to WSU is the large and vibrant Ph.D. program at SES. “Graduate 
students bring new ideas and energy to our School; I am looking forward to 
working with them and with my new colleagues” said Salvador. z

Ana Espinola-Arredondo, CoEditor of PLOS ONE

Founded in 2006, PLOS ONE features original research in the natural sciences, 
medicine, engineering, social sciences and humanities. About her role as 
CoEditor Ana said “As an academic editor, I support the PLOS mission of free, 
unrestricted access to scientific research, open data, and transparency in 
peer review, enabling the sharing of published work as rapidly and as widely 
as possible. My involvement as an editor helps guarantee that research in 
environmental economics is rigorously reviewed by specialists in the field, 
and also helps promote economic analysis of our changing climate and 
environmental regulation, which is increasingly critical.” z

Salvador Ortigueira

Ana Espinola-Arredondo
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Faculty and Staff Highlights
SES Students at the Woman Students in Agriculture Panel –  
2019 Legislative and Congressional Staff Tour to WSU

On August 15, 2019, two of our SES graduate 
students, Modhurima Amin and Dolores Garrido, 
were invited to the Panel on Women Students 
in Agriculture organized as part of the 2019 
Legislative and Congressional Staff Tour to WSU. 
This panel was intended to show the role of WSU’s 
in training women ready to face challenges arising 
in the agricultural sector. 
Both of them shared how 
their current research 
interests are influenced by 
their personal connections 
to agricultural and natural 
resources. “I have been 
surrounded by farmers all 
my life, by their problems 
and by their successes,” 
Dolores said.

Modhurima traveled 
nine thousand miles away 
from home to pursue her 
PhD. She has been working 
on the choices and safety 
issues in U.S. retail food 
market. She spoke about her research finding 
evidence of insufficient access to safe and healthful 
foods for marginal communities. One of her papers 
investigates the impact of introducing a new 
variety of apples on the market. Modhurima’s future 
plan is to understand and improve agricultural 
markets, especially in retail food environment. 
Dolores talked about her interest on understanding 
consumers’ reactions towards innovative 
production processes, and their preferences for 
the resulting improved quality attributes, such as 

safety, health, or environmentally friendly factors. 
“My results can help designing strategies to lessen 
the negative perceptions that consumers generally 
have about novel agri-food technologies.” She 
also investigates how heterogeneous preferences 
affect firms’ incentives to use informational labels 
to communicate the presence or absence of such 

innovations.
Attendees were 

particularly interested 
in their reasons for 
coming to the U.S. and 
choosing WSU and SES 
to pursue a PhD, as well 
as the challenges faced 
during their academic 
experience. Modhurima 
and Dolores highlighted 
the key role of mentoring 
programs to develop a 
successful career. They 
believe that SES offers a 
solid support to women 
students to work with 

renowned researchers in the field of Agricultural 
and Natural Resource Economics. I have heard of 
my advisor before coming here,” Modhurima said. 
“She was the president of Agricultural and Applied 
Economics Association when I applied to WSU, and 
I have been working on several exciting projects 
with her,” she added.

The legislative and congressional staff were 
impressed by their experiences and their 
commitment to increase the presence and visibility 
of women in Economics. z

Continues

Dolores Garrido and Modhurima Amin

SES PhD Student Featured on the American 
Economic Association Website for her Research on 
Vaccines in Sub-Saharan Africa

Research 
at SES

Vaccines are estimated to prevent diseases that cause nearly 25 percent of 
fatalities of children under the age of five worldwide, saving more than 6 million 
lives every year. Despite the expansion of vaccine coverage worldwide, some 
segments of the population in many developing countries, particularly in sub-
Saharan Africa, are not receiving recommended vaccinations. Seeking to address 
this issue, Youngran Choi, a doctoral student of the School of Economic Sciences, 
and Thomas Marsh, Distinguished Professor in the School of Economic Sciences 
and Paul G. Allen School for Global Animal Health, conducted a research project 

Youngran Choi 
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Water and Development Research

Assoc. Professor Joe Cook and PhD candidate Jake Wagner are publishing 
an article on water & development in the journal Environmental and Resource 
Economics. The burden of water collection continues to be a serious issue 
for millions of households in the global South that lack piped connections 
in their homes. The study used information from a survey of households in 
rural Meru County Kenya about how households choose which water source 
to collect from and how much water to collect. They find that proximity to 
home and price charged per container are strong predictors of choices, 
though households are less responsive to differences in water quality. 
Wagner and Cook are also finishing work on a spatial decision-support 
system, publicly-available on online, that uses their estimation results to help 
governments, NGOs and communities predict the effects of adding new 
sources, changing prices, or improving water quality in rural communities. 
Prof. Cook also continues to be active in research and policy discussions 
around the affordability of water and sewer bills. He co-authored an 
edited-book chapter on the global experience with “customer affordability 
programs”, based on a consulting assignment for the U.S. Millennium 
Challenge Corporation. He serves on an expert review panel on affordability 
in water supply and sanitation convened by the WHO and UNICEF, and is a 
guest editor of a forthcoming special issue of the journal Water Economics and 
Policy on the topic. z

Continued

Continues

“Closing the Vaccination Gap in Kenya” using machine learning techniques and socio-economic data from 
western Kenya. Their study assessed the effectiveness of public health campaigns in influencing caretaker 
vaccination decisions and identified characteristics of sub-populations most responsive to such public 
intervention. Their findings on the positive impact of public health campaigns among those residing 
more than an hour’s distance from a healthcare facility and those with limited access to mass media will 
help policymakers formulate strategies targeting potential high-risk groups in Kenya and worldwide. This 
research can have a significant impact on populations in developing countries and save the lives of millions 
of children annually. It is being featured on the American Economic Association website: https://www.
aeaweb.org/conference/videos/2019/youngran-choi. z

Jake Wagner

Joe Cook

Yoder helps start a Water Research Center for Egypt

Jonathan Yoder is both a professor in SES and the 
Director of the State of Washington Water Research 
Center (wrc.wsu.edu). Among a number of research 
activities through the Center, Yoder is the WSU Lead 
PI on a $30 Million dollar USAID grant to develop the 
first ever university-based water research center in 
Egypt. The brand-new Alexandria Water Resilience 
Center of Excellence (AWR-COE) is located at 
Alexandria University, and represents a collaboration 
among 5 Egyptian Universities with expertise in 
water. WSU is among five U.S.-based university 

providing guidance for the development of AWR-
COE administration and its research, education, and 
exchange programs as part of the USAID project. 
WSU is leading the process to develop an effective 
and sustainable governance structure for the Center, 
utilizing the expertise, experience, and examples 
from the State of Washington Water Research 
Center’s membership in the National Institutes for 
Water Resources consortium.

Yoder contributes to WSU efforts for eliminating 
human rabies in SubSaharan Africa. 
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Yoder is a PI on a new National Institutes of 
Health grant intended to improve approaches 
for eliminating canine-mediated human 
rabies in Sub-Saharan Africa, led by WSU 
faculty in the Paul G. Allen School for Global 
Animal Health. The project is building off of 
new research finding that a widely used dog 
rabies vaccine is more thermostable than 
previously known, which allows a broader 
set of delivery options in rural, low-income 
communities where reliable refrigeration is not 
available. Yoder is helping to identify low-cost 
approaches for vaccine delivery, and assess 
the relative cost effectiveness of alternative 
community-based delivery approaches. See 
https://news.wsu.edu/2019/04/11/wsu-
rabies-free-tanzania-launches-vaccination-
decentralization-trial/ for more on WSU’s 
efforts to help eliminate dog-mediated  human 
rabies in Africa. z

Jonathan Yoder is President-Elect of the Universities Council on Water 
Resources, a university-based consortium that focuses on water 
science and management.

Jonathan Yoder gave a presentation to the Washington State 
Academy of Sciences during their Annual Symposium Wildfire in 
Washington State.

Ben Cowan investigates the relationship between 
college attainment and health behavior

With co-author Nathan Tefft - Bates College, Cowan examines whether an 
increase in 2 and 4-year institutions per capita (“college accessibility”) in a 
state contributes to higher college attainment and better health later in life. 
Using 1980-2015 Census and American Community Survey data, they find 
consistent evidence that accessibility of public 2-year institutions positively 
affects schooling attainment and subsequent employment and earnings 
levels of affected cohorts. Using restricted-use 1984-2000 National Health 
Interview Survey data, they find that public 2-year accessibility positively affects 
schooling and a host of health behaviors and outcomes in adulthood: it deters 

smoking, raises exercise levels, and improves self-reported health. This work, which is still preliminary, is 
funded by the Robert Wood Johnson’s Evidence for Action (E4A) program. Cowan presented the results as 
part of our SES colloquium on 10/18 and at the Workshop on Risky Health Behaviors at the Hamburg Center 
for Health Economics on 10/25 in Hamburg, Germany. z

SES major excels in summer research internship

SES faculty member Dr. Richard 
Iles spent five weeks over the 
summer working with a SES 
undergraduate major, Brandon 
Bullard, on a pilot project titled: 
“How Changes in Human Cognition 
Affect Food Purchase Behavior.” 
The undergraduate research 
internship was funded through the 

annual CAHNRS undergraduate 
internship program. During the 
study approximately 20 respondents 
were recruited from the Moscow 
food bank and were survey twice. 
Mr Bullard was responsible for 
constructing a digital survey, 
recruiting participants and delivering 
survey tools outside WinCo and 

Brandon Bullard 

Ben Cowan
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Walmart. Data collected included: socio-economics 
survey information, fluid intelligence, working 
memory and heuristic scores, plus saliva and 
grocery expenditure amounts. Cortisol analysis 
of the saliva is expected to provide a measure of 
respondents’ stress level before and after shopping. 
Mr Bullard found the internship experience most 
valuable, stating “Going forward in my academic 
and professional career, this experience will prove 
beneficial for the practical knowledge gained in 

data collection, organization, and communication.” 
Descriptive analysis of the data will provide a 
foundation for a USDA grant application in early 
2020. Dr. Iles appreciates the support of the 
CAHNRS Office of Undergraduate Education for the 
funding. The merits of such programs for student 
learning are captured best by Brandon: “There was 
never a dull moment coming in to work each day, 
and this internship will heavily inform my life decisions 
during the next academic year and beyond.” z

Discovering Consumer’s Perceptions towards New Food Technologies

Dr. Karina Gallardo along with SES PhD students Qi Zhang, Dolores Garrido, Azhar Uddin, Reetwika 
Basu, and Kennedy Odongo; and PhD Graduate Kara Grant conducted a series of studies to measure 
consumers’ preferences towards new food processing technologies. This is part of a larger project called 
Center of Excellence on Food Safety Processing Technologies funded by the USDA National Institute of Food 
and Agriculture (NIFA), Agriculture and Food Research Initiate (AFRI) led by Dr. Juming Tang, WSU Regents 
Professor with the Biological Systems Engineering Department. The motivation stems on the premise that 
consumers’ often display a negative reaction towards new food technologies, a phenomenon called food 
neophobia. Our series of studies center on food neophobia mitigation, that is, to measure if consumers 
would display a less negative reaction, if the food offers improvements in an array of attributes, such as: 
convenience, flavor and texture, and appearance. Also, improvements in health-related aspects low sodium 
content, or environmental benefits less carbon gas emissions for processing, handling, and preserving. This 
work has been presented at the AAEA Washington DC, 2018, AAEA Atlanta, GA 2019, and Institute of Food 
Technologists (IFT) New Orleans 2019. z

Kara Grant Karina Gallardo and Dolores Garrido

Transportation Research Group News

Eric Jessup leads the SES Transportation Research Group, which has been involved with a variety of 
research projects over the past year. First, the Inland Container Terminal Simulation Model: Inland container 
terminals have been proposed to help mitigate congestion at ocean ports, including the Northwest Seaport 
Alliance at Seattle and Tacoma, WA. The TRG has developed a simulation model to evaluate candidate 
inland terminal locations to evaluate those that can generate adequate volumes to be economically 
sustainable. This work is being led by Maksudur Rahman and You Zhou and is funded by the USDA.

Continues
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The Agricultural Truck Safety Analysis: Agricultural 
producers moving products from their farms are exempt 
from many of the state and federal regulations that 
adhere to regular commercial truck freight and some 
safety groups have speculated that these exemptions 
may imply that agricultural movements from the farm 
are less safe as compared to other commercial truck 
freight. Utilizing both state and federal accident data, 
Timur Dincer and Jukwan Lee have determined that 
agricultural truck shipments are actually less likely to be 
involved in accidents, but the severity is greater when 
they are involved.

Bonneville Lock/Dam Closure Impact Analysis: The 
majority of wheat produced in the PNW utilizes the 
Snake/Columbia River system to access export markets 
and undergraduate Andrew Gutierrez is currently 
estimating the impact of this closure on wheat basis 
levels at interior grain elevators during the closure.

Hours of Service Requirement for Livestock 
Transportation: Livestock shippers currently are exempt 
from adhering to driver hours of service limits under 
the current administration. Suzette Galinato and 
undergraduate John-Michael Lowry are working on 
a transportation cost model that incorporates both 
vehicle operating costs and value lost from livestock 
being transported long distances.

Rail Density Prediction Model: Wes Wilson from the 
University of Oregon and the Transportation Research 
Group are currently taking historical rail volumes on 
Class I railroads and developing a prediction model 
for identifying those rail lines that may be abandoned/
sold versus those that will be enhanced via capital 
investments and improved capacity. z

IMPACT Center News
The Impact Center is co-directed by Randy 
Fortenbery and Karina Gallardo. Suzette Galinato 
is the Assistant Director. Tim Nadreau was hired 
as a research assistant professor. Tim specializes in 
economic evaluation and teaches two classes.

Impact completed projects for a variety of public 
and private sector clients focused on a number of 
different economic issues, and have several new 
projects underway. One large project completed 
this summer was for “Our Valley Our Future,” an 
organization focused on economic development 

opportunities in the Wenatchee Valley. The project 
analyzed the existing tech sector in the Valley, 
and examined opportunities for future growth 
within that sector. The project included Chelan 
and Douglas Counties, the cities of Wenatchee 
and East-Wenatchee, as well as the port districts 
of the counties. Tim Nadreau led the project effort 
for Impact, and made a formal presentation of the 
results to Our Valley Our Future in September.

Suzette Galinato led an effort funded by the 
Washington Potato Commission to develop potato 

Eric Jessup
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production budgets for the Washington potato 
sector. One use of the budgets will be estimating 
the potential impacts on potato producers 
associated with potential changes in Washington tax 
policy.

Impact researchers also completed a study on 
potential impacts associated with simplifying access 
to Washington state-owned lands by changing the 
pricing structure of passes, and venues for pass 
purchases. This project came at the request of the 
Washington Parks Commission.

Impact researchers are currently wrapping up 
a study for the Washington State Department of 
Agriculture on impacts associated with changing 
Apple Maggot Quarantine zones in Washington. 
In conjunction with the Washington State Beef 

Commission and the Washington State Dairy 
Federation, we have started work on measuring 
the economic contributions of the beef and dairy 
sectors to the larger Washington state economy.

Finally, Impact researchers are working with 
Washington STEM to identify labor market 
shocks associated with automation in agricultural 
production. The objective is to identify educational 
offerings that could help displaced workers re-tool 
for other jobs in the region they currently live.

We published the 2019 edition of our annual 
report Washington Agribusiness: Status and Outlook. 
The January 2020 publication will include the usual 
outlook articles for various agricultural sectors in 
Washington, and special features highlighting SES 
research in both state water use and animal health. z

Randy Fortenbery Tim NadreauKarina Gallardo Suzette Galinato

Leigh Lecture

Pat Bajari’s visit 
provided a unique treat 
for the faculty, students, 
and friends of SES. Dr. 
Bajari was one of the 
world’s most respected 
academic economists 
before he joined 

Amazon and became its chief economist. Dr. Bajari 
has a great skill for combining theory and empirics 
in his academic work, which spans many fields, and 
his role at Amazon has allowed him to combine 
these skills with incredibly detailed information from 
Amazon’s databases to continue doing cutting-
edge research on all kinds of problems. His lecture 
demonstrated how firms are increasingly reliant on 
data-driven approaches to decision making, which 
highlights the increasing demand for economists in 
management positions. He also showed students 
how his team uses machine-learning techniques to 
sort through extremely large datasets to find useful 
patterns.

Similar themes were present in Dr. Bajari’s Leigh 
lecture, “The Use of Data in Industry: A View from the 
Front Lines.” This lecture was attended by many 
undergraduate students, who were excited to see 
a talk given by the vice president of one of the 
most important companies in the world that is also 
based in Washington State. Dr. Bajari’s visit coincides 
with the advent of the data analytics major at WSU, 
which combines computer science, economics, 
statistics, and other disciplines to prepare students 
for a world in which the quantity of data is almost 
unconstrained, but firms lack human capital to 
appropriately sift through it. A major benefit of 
having Dr. Bajari on campus was the chance to show 
him what SES and WSU are doing to prepare our 
students to work at firms like Amazon, and for him to 
communicate with our students what qualifications 
make them more competitive at such firms.

Overall, our experience with Dr. Bajari was extremely 
positive, and we were delighted to have such a 
unique Leigh speaker. We are truly grateful for 
the continued support of the Leigh family for this 
enriching lecture series. z

Pat Bajari
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Homecoming

The annual SES Colloquium took place on WSU homecoming weekend, Friday October 18, 2019. The 
Colloquium theme was “Risky Issues in Health Behavior”. Speakers were SES Faculty Ben Cowan, Associate 
Professor, Shanthi Manian, Assistant Professor, and SES alumni Brady Horn, Associate Professor (Ph.D. 2009) 
at the Department of Economics, University of New Mexico. An Alumni and Friends Social and Banquet 
followed at the Palouse Ridge Pavilion. We were very pleased to welcome home many of our alumni. z

Graduate 
News

Graduate Placement for Academic Year 2018–2019

This 2019, 10 of our PhD graduates were placed in various universities, private companies, 
and federal agencies.

NAME DISSERTATION PLACEMENT

Kuan Ju Chen
Advisor: Thomas Marsh

Essays on Environmental Economics 
and Sustainable Energy

Assistant Professor, University of Guam 

Pak-Sing Choi
Advisor: Felix Munoz Garcia and  
Ana Espinola Arredondo

Mechanism Design in Environmental 
Economics

Assistant Professor, National Central 
University, Taiwan

Kara Grant
Advisor: R. Karina Gallardo and 
Bidisha Mandal

Essays in Food and Health Economics Assistant Professor of Economics, 
Missouri Western State University

Boris Houenou
Advisors: Tom Marsh and  
Bidisha Mandal

Essays on Human Health and 
Economics of Diseases

Model Monitoring Analyst at  
Umpqua Bank

Xiaodong “Eric” Lang
Advisor: Alan Love and Eric Jessup

Essays on Transportation Economics, 
Energy Policy, and Supply Chain 
Finance

Forensic Economist, Thomas Roney 
LLC Economic Consulting
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NAME DISSERTATION PLACEMENT

Jukwan Lee
Advisors: Jia Yan

Essays in Consumer Choice and Public 
Policy

Korea Institute for International 
Economic Policy

Zongyu Li
Advisor: R. Karina Gallardo and  
Vicki McCracken

Essays in Consumer Behavior and 
Grower Preference Analysis for 
Agricultural Economics

Data Analytics Coordinator with the 
Louisiana Department of Health,  
Baton Rouge, Louisiana

Timothy Nadreau
Advisor: Michael Brady and  
Philip Watson

Improved Methods for Characterizing 
Industries in Regional Economics

Assistant Research Professor, 
Washington State University

Ryne Rohla 
Advisor: Gregmar I. Galinato

Policies, Politics, and Polities Postdoctoral Scholar, University of 
California Los Angeles

Kiana Yektansani
Advisor: Ana Espinola Arredondo 
and Jill McCluskey

Essays in Environmental Regulation 
Design and Product Differentiation

Lecturer at the University of Illinois  
– Chicago

Master of Science Graduates

NAME ADVISOR

Ahmet Akdogan Alan Love

Mustafa Akgun Alan Love

Devin Gray Ana Espinola-Arredondo

Shaika Islam Ana Espinola-Arredondo

Brendan Lehman Ben Cowan

Luke Morgan Shanthi Manian

PhD Students visiting SES

Kinga Tchorzewska, PhD candidate in economics, University of Barcelona, 
Barcelona Institute of Economics, Spain. She spent one week in Pullman working 
with Dr. Espinola-Arredondo. “My first contact with WSU was through my co-
author Ana Espinola-Arredondo, who I met at University of Barcelona three years 
ago. We have been working on a theoretical model, which investigates incentives 
for the government to encourage adoption of two types of green technologies in 
the energy sector.” z

Juan Rosas, PhD candidate in Economics, University of Nottingham, 
UK. He spent two months in Pullman working with Dr. Espinola-
Arredondo and Dr. Munoz-Garcia. They are internationally recognized 
and very productive in the environmental economy field. “I attended 
several classes and was able to experience a different teaching 
approach.” z

Eugenio Diaz, PhD candidate in Economics, Universidad de La Laguna, Spain. He 
spent two months in Pullman working with Dr Munoz-Garcia and Dr. Espinola-
Arredondo. “We worked on the development of a theoretical paper analyzing the 
impact of environmental regulation on the socially optimal length of patents.” z
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Undergraduate News
CAHNRS Honors Students
SES is very proud of the CAHNRS honors students

Vanessa Giramata – Outstanding Junior in Agricultural Sciences
Vanessa is from Rwanda, and a junior at Washington State University. She is 

currently pursuing a ma jor in Agricultural Economics, and an option in French. At 
Washington State University, she is a part of CAHNRS Ambassadors and Honors 
Ambassadors, and she is a student mentor. She is also part of different clubs. In 
the future, Vanessa wants to work on resource allocations and budgeting for the 
agriculture sector of her home country. Vanessa has been able to step out of her 
comfort zone, try new things, dare to dream, and grow as an individual through 
education. This is why she also wants to work on developing better policies to 

improve the education system, because she believes education is crucial to one’s growth, and that it helps 
unfold the potential the lie within each individual. z

Daniel Lochridge – Outstanding Junior in Human Sciences
Daniel is a junior at Washington State University (WSU). Daniel is majoring 

in economics and has maintained a 3.63 GPA, placing him on the President’s 
Honor Roll every semester, Daniel is also involved with the student led sustainab 
ility organization and the campus entrepreneurship center. With the help of 
the connections made in these organizations, Daniel has been successful in 
establishing the first ever GreenTech prize category for WSU’s state-wide student 
business plan competition. In his professional life, Daniel has worked internships 
in both finance and marketing. The experience gained in the internships has led 

to several opportunities to work as Fortune 500 as a Financial Adviser. Despite these opportunities, Daniel has 
elected to study for the LSAT and wants to pursue a career in law. When Daniel is not studying or working, he 
enjoys going to cross fit, playing hockey, and fly-fishing Montana. z

Emma Taylor – Emerging Undergraduate Leader in Human Sciences
Emma is a sophomore majoring in Economic Sciences with a concentration 

in Policy and minors in Mathematics and French. As a member of military family, 
she considers herself both a Texan and a Washingtonian, though Emma chose 
to attend Washington State University in order to be able to participate in an 
educational community that prioritizes learning for the benefit of all the residents 
of our state. At WSU, Emma focuses on growing academically and participates 
in community involvement through student government and Model United 
Nations. She plans on pursing a PhD in Economics or Agricultural Economics 

and researching the relationship between macroeconomic policy and global food insecurity so that the 
world’s growing population can support itself with sustainable agriculture and nutritious food. Outside of the 
classroom, Emma is a lover of Cougar football and an avid baker. z

Career Network 
We had Carole Marti and Mark Brandon 
talking with a group of our undergraduate 
and graduate economics students. 
Sharing their experience and how 
students can prepare themselves to be 
competitive in the job markets.
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SES Outstanding Senior in Economics: Recipient
Agricultural Economics option Jayci Dreger 
Business Economics option Ian McDonald
Economics, Policy & Law option Paige Campbell
Environmental & Development option Chad MacPherson
Financial Markets option Matthew Little
International Economics & Development Grace Victor
Quantitative Economics option Gunnar Newell
Outstanding Sr in Ag & Food Bus Econ Lindsay Schilperoort

Michelle Sikora, recipient of an SES 
Scholarship
Michelle Sikora is currently a sophomore in Economic Sciences, 
Policy and Law option. She is one of our outstanding students 
receiving scholarships from SES. She’s pre-law, a CAHNRS 
ambassador, and research assistant working with Dr. Jon Yoder.
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Alumni News
Jadrian Wooten (Ph.D. 2014) recently got promoted to Associate Teaching 
Professor, Department of Economics, at Penn State University.

WSU alumni on the faculty at Colorado State University: Joshua Berning 
(PhD 2008) left a tenured position at the University of Georgia to start as an 
associate professor at Colorado State University in August 2018. With the 
addition of Berning, there are now 5 WSU alumni who are tenure-line faculty in 
Agricultural and Resource Economics at Colorado State: Jude Bayham (Ph.D. 
2013), Marco Costanigro (Ph.D. 2007), Marshall Frasier (Ph.D. 1995), and 
Dana Hoag (PhD 1984).

SES Alumni in Melbourne Australia: 
A strong contingent of WSU alumni 
attended the Australian Agricultural and 
Resource Economic Society conference, 
including Maria Loureiro (Ph.D. 
2000), and Kynda Curtis (Ph.D. 2003), 
Junfei Bai (Ph.D. 2006), Michael 
McCullough (Ph.D. 2008), Jude 
Bayham (Ph.D. 2013), and Peter Tozer 
(Ph.D. 1998)

If you have any alumni news that you would like to 
share, please send to Jaimie Dahl at jaimie@wsu.edu. 

We would love to hear from you!

Jadrian Wooten

Peter Tozer, Michael McCullough, and Jude Bayham

Jill McCluskey, Maria Loureiro, and Kynda Curtis Jill McCluskey and Junfei Bai
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SES Friends Development Committee

The SES Friends Development Committee supports the programs of the School of Economic Sciences by 
leading fundraising efforts for privately donated endowments and development funds. The goal for this 
year is to raise $125,000 for the SES Excellence Fund and for scholarships and fellowships. Last year, the 
committee raised nearly $111,000 for these purposes and received over $25,000 in new pledges.

The SES Friends Development Committee was pleased to recognize Monte & Carol Marti, Richard & Janet 
Shumway, Tom Roney, and Bruce Prenguber with the 2019 SES Honored Alumni and Friends Award. z

How can you most help the School of Economic Sciences through 
your gift? Create your own scholarship – It’s easy! Or contribute to:

The SES Friends Development Committee has set scholarships and fellowships as its highest fundraising 
priority. Why? Graduate tuition now costs $11,722 and total student costs approach $29,000 per  
academic year. If you wish to support our many activities through a financial contribution, please use 
this link: go.wsu.edu/supportSES. z

SES Friends Development Committee Members

Michael McCullough, Chair, California Polytechnic State University, ’08 Ph.D. Economics 

Bruce Prenguber, Globalwise, Inc. ’73 B.S. Agricultural Economics

Tristan Hanon, University of California, Davis, ’14 B.S. Economic Sciences 

Mark Brandon, Banner Bank, ’76 B.S. Agricultural Economics

Hayley Hohman, Washington Department of Early Learning, ’16 B.S. Economic Sciences

Monte Marti, Snohomish Conservation District, ’80 BS, ’82 M.A. Agricultural Economics 

Madison Moore, Pacific Northwest National Laboratory, BS Economics, ‘16

Lindsay Schilperoort, WSU undergraduate, ’19 B.S. Economic Sciences 

Alexander Smith, Starbucks, ’13 B.S. Economic Sciences

Michael Stolp, NW Farm Credit Services, ’96 B.S. Agricultural Economics

Pitchayaporn (Peach) Tantihkarnchana, Pennsylvania State University, ’16 Ph.D. Economics 

Robert D. Thayer, ’76 M.A. Agricultural Economics

Jadrian Wooten, Pennsylvania State University, ’14 Ph.D. Economics

Casavant Pledge 

Professor Emeritus Ken Casavant has 
pledged to match up to $100,000 in 
donations to the School of Economic 
Sciences. If you are interested in 
learning more about supporting, 
please contact Shea Saralecos at 509-
335-3764 or shea.saralecos@wsu.edu.

Ken Casavant received the WSU 
Alumni Achievement Award in 2019, 
the highest award they bestow.

Alumni Executive Director Tim Pavish, Ken Casavant and Dean André-Denis Wright
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