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15 MAJOR GROUPS

TABLE 2.1 |  Economics and business economics are the only two non-STEM majors in  
the top 25 majors ranked by wages.

Source: Georgetown University Center on Education and the Workforce analysis of U.S. Census Bureau, 
American Community Survey micro data, 2009-2013.

Rank Major subgroup
Median annual wages of 

college-educated workers 
(ages 25-59) (2013$)

1 Petroleum engineering 136,000 

2
Pharmacy, pharmaceutical sciences, 
and pharmaceutical administration

113,000 

3 Metallurgical engineering 98,000 

4 Mining and mineral engineering 97,000 

5 Chemical engineering 96,000 

6 Electrical engineering 93,000 

7 Aerospace engineering 90,000 

8 Mechanical engineering 87,000 

9 Computer engineering 87,000 

10 Geological and geophysical engineering 87,000 

11 Computer science 83,000 

12 Civil engineering 83,000 

13 Applied mathematics 83,000 

14 Industrial and manufacturing engineering 81,000 

15 Physics 81,000 

16 General engineering 81,000 

17
Engineering mechanics, 

physics, and science
81,000 

18 Architectural engineering 80,000 

19 Engineering and industrial management 78,000 

20 Statistics and decision science 78,000 

21
Management information 

systems and statistics
77,000 

22 Environmental engineering 76,000 

23 Miscellaneous engineering 76,000 

24 Economics 76,000 

25 Business economics 75,000 

Top 25 detailed major subgroups ranked by earnings


