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2026 Call for Proposals
Washington State University invites proposals for educational projects that promote and demonstrate conservation practices addressing soil erosion.
Funding may support education and training for college students, K–12 students, and other audiences. Eligible activities include:
· Curriculum development
· Field trips and other conservation education activities
· Teaching aids and audiovisual materials
Eligibility
Eligible applicants include staff, faculty, and educators affiliated with:
· Colleges and universities in Washington and Idaho
· The Natural Resources Conservation Service
· Conservation districts
Proposals must demonstrate a strong connection to at least one of the following: Washington State University, University of Idaho, a conservation district, or the Natural Resources Conservation Service.
Projects must serve audiences in the Palouse and Inland Empire region, defined for this endowment as the area east of the Washington Cascades and north of the Salmon River in Idaho.
About the Endowment
Much of Verle Kaiser’s 39 years with the Soil Conservation Service was devoted to studying erosion problems in the Palouse. After his death, friends and colleagues established the Verle Kaiser Conservation Endowment through the WSU Foundation to advance conservation and natural resource education.
Available Funding
Up to three grants of up to $5,000 each will be awarded during the 2026 funding cycle.
Screening will begin on Monday, November 2, 2026.
Proposal Format and Instructions
Proposals must be no more than three pages and include the following sections.
Project Title
Provide a short, descriptive project title.
Personnel
Identify the principal investigator and describe the roles of all project personnel. Include the following information for each person:
· Name
· Mailing address
· Phone number
· Email address
Justification
Describe the issue or problem the project will address and explain why the proposed methods are appropriate. Clearly explain how the project will promote or demonstrate conservation practices addressing soil erosion.
Objectives
Provide specific, measurable project objectives.
Approach
Describe the proposed activities and include:
· A timeline with specific dates
· Plans for evaluating project outcomes and impacts
Previous Kaiser Funding
If the principal investigator or project received Kaiser funding in 2025, submit a one- to two-page progress report with the proposal.
Budget
Provide an itemized budget and narrative justification explaining how the requested funds will be used.
If funding is requested for an annual event or an activity supported by multiple funding sources, clearly distinguish the overall event budget and activities from the specific expenses and activities Kaiser funds would support.
Submission Requirements
· Limit the proposal to three pages.
· Submit the proposal as a Word document or PDF.
· If the principal investigator or project received Kaiser funding in 2025, include the required one- to two-page progress report. Applicants who do not submit this report by the proposal deadline will not be considered for additional funding.
· Submit the proposal and any required progress report to Chris Sater at csater@wsu.edu.
Requirements for Funded Projects
Grant recipients may submit invoices quarterly, every six months, or annually.
Each invoice must be accompanied by a progress report. Payment cannot be issued without the corresponding report.
Recipients should submit photos with their final reports so CSANR can highlight funded activities on its website and social media channels. Before taking photos, recipients must obtain any required releases. Photos featuring identifiable minors must be accompanied by a release signed by a parent or legal guardian that authorizes Washington State University to use the image. Recipients may use their standard release form if it explicitly authorizes both their organization and Washington State University to use the image.
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