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Living and Working at Wenatchee Tree Fruit Research and Extension Center, WSU
About the area:

The TFREC is located in Wenatchee, WA, in the center of Washington’s tree fruit industry which is the largest producer of apples, pears, and sweet cherries in the US. In addition to being a prime location for tree fruit research, extension and industry opportunities, Wenatchee is a wonderful place to live. The population in 2024 was reported to be 35,401. Sitting in the shadow of the Cascade Mountain Range and on the confluence of the Wenatchee and Columbia Rivers, our town enjoys stunning mountain views, countless forms of outdoor recreation, and 300 sunny days per year.  If you like parades and good food, you can also enjoy our Apple Blossom festival held in late spring. TFREC is also home to the community education garden ran by the WSU Master Gardeners. This is an outdoor learning environment for demonstrating and teaching sustainable gardening practices. More about the garden.

Housing:

TFREC has on campus housing that holds up to 10 students and/or employees, with roommate situations. The rent is very affordable and the units are fully furnished. Students will have first priority for this housing up to two (2) years unless a special request is made and space allows. While cost of living is high in Wenatchee, there are many apartment complexes and new builds going in year-round.

Transportation:

If obtaining your own vehicle is not practical or financially possible, Wenatchee Link Transit offers FREE electric bus transportation with a stop situated in front of the Center. You can also find taxi and Uber services as well as the Wenatchee Valley Shuttle which travels between Sea-Tac airport and Wenatchee. It is important to be mindful of the weather when traveling if you must cross a Cascade Mountain pass. Pass reports can be found on the Washington DOT website. Alternative, we also have Pangborn Airport that flies directly to Sea-Tac and is located in East Wenatchee, just 22 miles from the Center.

Student life:

TFREC Graduate Student Organization is a very closely bonded group who support each other. They plan activities and outings throughout the year to include journal club, field trips, fishing, bowling parties, and pumpkin carving/cider pressing around Halloween. Students are given many opportunities to showcase their research through open houses, science in our valley presentations and visits to the local schools to connect with other students. 
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