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Monwy talks, statsstios can bie.
arvd 10 experta will have 10

opindons about your pockethook.

That sk, growees still need an
SOONONN Comgass 10 Dhelp Sulde
thesm In a Arection that pays the
bl bockey ansd msskntatos an
Ervestinert for toenoerow. The
conppass must help them nan
wate Chusugh lare juvgrem
mibes, emvironmmentad roguintions,
ansd moaiiet loroes Beyond el
contred

Lack of econcenke mfaciation on
altermanve lamaing systoss has
oleny sbownd By an b tation
of new practices, due o risk of
the unknows. Now, several
erent vonnoese slodios iy
belp dniand cereal prodocers
Anean crogoing alterratavn
from thewr armchairs beforr
risking thedr Lo Noo el
ators. One stody for caslonm
Washilngton bs gresented heee,

Economics and Environment
Putting the Winning Numbers Together

Carmon Aovisen

When roading any econoemme
stucly, e sure 20 st ook af o8
A0 Dt awir el
Yiekd and price wsecmptions wil
Aetotmlese Barun (noore resudis
Fanm program assummpéions wil
fuence choe of rotation. In
reality, yields vary froes Saem o
farm and pevoen vary freon day
day. Parm program rudes change
moce s sl care Lo fessenm.
iy

Many econoeus shudies ace bost
wsed by fariners te make celvtive
COMPArians Aong P tues of
SN e & crrtaln el of
sssusmpUions. These stodios
pesst i o ntsipedad &y Ui,
With today's computers, It s
cany fo chunge itk grice
maumplions in onder o devwkop
& serkes of scenarkie us the cost
of Sewtilionw oos wap on the geblow of
wheeat goos doam, Studies using
s apguosch can presesd prce
SeNsBVALY nrsdywes, lesebeyd to »
series of decivon rudes thae
wafioate the econvenioally semat
chotce under sevezal gekn
sl Onons
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Sustamans Faoeo Quasrekiy

farmers and raschiers for
pegjects ey weadd design
Delp theen Jearn about sustoen-
able agricuinure. AERO's madn
crieria for selocting presects for
Sanding wyee that they be
Sarmer driven, asud Ml cach
Kreug progosing & grogect
ncdude a mentmam of four

pradiceTn.

Wihat AERD dadn't know

1990 s that e prograes would
provide sometiing every bit as
vehaatde am pew wrdermatios on

altermative Larming practioes:
cosuxnaiily.

Ben oG Coseunery

AERD decked to call the groups
of Sarvvwers B o] s pguet

“farm toprovensent ¢lubs.”

tochnology acress Montana.,

AEROs pragrion bogan with six
larms eube made

ugp of sbanst 35 Burdies. By the

of 1950, the program
Iend grewe bo 70 AFIRO sgaur
sored dubs plus 5 chubs spoa-
sowedd by e state Do pewrtonent
of Natural Rescarces and
Conservation i o ceplicstion of
AERO s peogram. Tegether,
approsinudely 175 Sarm Saestlies
sperad acreen Monkane s
learning about different asgects
of sustatriadibe sgricultun at
they have chosen.

“Out bere 1 s envy Mo bl
sokatodd sond aliersatied sed sol
ook 1o poople s Deung carg of
s belp Becak that down, and
tv soe ench olher frure .

By, wid a ooy memiteer from »
remute comer of the Foot

D lhnsap bentliass Heoervalion aler
ber chati’s first year in AERO's
program. ARer an aswal gith-
ering of all the chebm. ancher
mweeber of the Fort Bellooup
i sl Tt ¥ 1 el
these poople are oking af the
work! (e wary we so0 I They are
talking abont the plants.*

Chubs soeenbers report o shedding
of their leciings of Ssolation, and
s tiiven ombaiaasaneeit that
otten come with breaking froem
convesithon, As Clint Pock. edibor
of the Montors Forer Shoeboman
chaerved. "1 think a ot of that
has to do with peaple sharing
iieas and realioeeg vou're not 4
itk (F yeur e out theee
trying (o o sorewethiegg freen o
standpoint of consenatioo
becaume peopde e working
together. [t s a bt cacder %o do
s, . . I you've got two o
throe prople 10 suppoet you,”

A CATALYRT POR CREATING
CHanGE On MovTaxa Farms

Beraden provading & sense of
community, the farm mgeovr-
meet cludy progreen s 4 calidyst.
The senall grants of up to 8800
ench are entieing producens 10
move froem thindong! st an
experiment, 10 delng & “Our
group peobably wouldn't vwen
have startod dotng thes if AICIO
hadnt came up and o us o
Btk nudpe, Snancialy and
wchatoaly,” scoonding 1o firsl-
year club member Mark Haugen,
a dryland whsal farmer from
Montana's Hi-Line (o the north
cwntral past of the stale.

“That's the same with ous group.
We'd have never stured our
group I it wasn ) for this AERO
prupect. aned bovensse of Lis
we've acguired scowe Sty Lsefuld
s et we've ocolbectod sur-
wtives.” said grain and cattie
producer Bod Barta of Lowis.
swn. Ment., ocated & the
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T venl baagrp weve been abde o
share and Jearn from everyoos
chae, 300, Dhuta addod.

The Larm begeovernent by
mnh«w&dolnm“
petwerk beyond cach ndnidual
by The chulm Dhermmelves e
up 2 network throough whikh
Sodormation soud Muriny ae
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of working snd vew pesceplions
Erstitutions ean arnd shsold
nhipe sre b exposing scben.




Pne 4 Sostapoar Faoome Quasmmay
mmmm.:\'n one approoch chalis srv tkong.
© sustainahle agreouinare Some clubs are pursuing market
Oving them an apgontusity to rowearct) arsd devlocencl oo Garanvo PRmLC Survony
wurk in new sevas. Thelr sorp- formed & markeling cooperatht —— Theee Satars have cootrbised
larxe of sustainable agriouiture g 1962 10 the program’s sucoess:
1 treasng s a resadt. T have 2
tetter undendanding of what Anether chub ts teaching tsedf o The clubs projocts we larmes-
Larvners are trylng 10 do,” sadd and e kcal coomndty abeut directed
Central A2 Resesarch Cervter Holiatse Resaurcor Marssgerment
Daved Witunas,  The Latier’s activitios have o Membern work a8 a groop
after be wocked with oo of the ectuded setnaes sl an wi witdin & suppeative comumanity
chubs. conditiencd bus trip theeugh the epuork. uid
santern thind of the state to
AEROD wis ssarprised by the oo froem manchers who have * The clube are dverse and have
progmaen’s poterytial to bogin exgerience uslng [denisiee & wide sope af gaals
creating nstnstional change. rotationad gring precthes
Severnl rosoaschy sclendints and Thits sucoess wans Dotcod ey
oo research center dicecter havt  One ciub has worked with sicth 5y g peogtraen by thse Tosed of
1o ARRO (hat thry cdunged Eraders m their chivoroons, the Montana office of the federal
thew rescarth s S bdegg (Rerwn wihiat the chubs Sl Conmervation Seevieo £W%,
reaisk of working weih the chain.  fuus bearmsed abwoul varioss DAk Gootry. Dick st domm with
DRredct exposure bo (e ry apects of gardening and vus the adnsnistealor of B Cursser
peobletns and questhons, aoxd tiunadiie agricukure. vatiers Districts Dovision of e
workang with them as pooes s Montana Department of Natural
Golryg Wi0es W Diting e land Indnidual dub nusshors - Hemevwren niwd Corv rvation 10
rant uiversety’ s altontion (o clude ag-time AERD members Sgure out & wary 8o combioe
sumtadnaddo sgricultiee than atd guroducern who have tever PENORTOON Lo exXpun] A1 s
eise AERD has trhed. versured Info “allermatives” progam Ceudny's obgertive was
This & Lreldy & bottom up sp- hefore. From coctiflod onganie 10 soe i L Improvemens chub
prosvh. produsers to boaders b ke i every agrsealiuenl conindy in
siyemm farvs ared ooty Mootiana e than 501,
Ssraeen Leassmvo orgardtmtions, from kegdslators
and county Commissioorss 10 After o cornwesation with AERD,
?"?":m’h':m Inetian (rial meenvtwrn, fom Ut Wierrsted agyiies and
+ M":-“" cuttle mochers 1o growens of srganieatioms and Montan
;" : m frudt snd omsimentaly, suen and  Sute University and Extension,
uum:wi > woemen —all are parteipeting tn Camdyy miml odvors lounded o
"m“ - o progran. Al taey wee Salhing 80 30 wark Jowser? et cbjoctive. In
o "‘""“’,” ", ane anethes and besrmsog from VA2 it FOOKD, e stiabe nglls-
cach other. Lture und (he SCS Wocudad
rotations sindor o Uhese be bl oo aiitaerl Shidon.
mnw-nmm Stx umcivod mles and the w""’dm.“m
"“"’“"I “"I"" "‘""'“‘I"'l"g".‘ Comatiimritad Divialo sepasile T yumuart for the el from
::Mn.nmhnmcmu‘ westorn-mest cub s tee Bitie- suieudlsds, county agrrds,
fhe state 0 1he ofher, and just in  TUO¢ Vallcy fnae (e ensten district conservisionists and
Bk "MM."‘ mat chub ot Scobwy, which » other Nkt stalf wore made by
"""I‘l et 60 19 pklnllymﬁnhﬂm“\ the respective ageners aned the
an aliereiaiive CrOpping poagyam mmr \
g Saki cub member MO yuem improveen! cil MO The new state-sgoowend chits
' ot eyl o s, G o
un AR chubs, increasing the st
xm“'*”m; Sardd, ta drytand amall ol of the Seariing and support
'“‘""""‘““"“’I : aovl Ingumes, o graes foe caltle comuraty. This pubiic- privade
pocrple, grographo, » st wheep partnersii) s croatling new
e Sl G S-S relationships and new roles 1o
rescarch or dernoest el b s lait
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Bettor serve the sonerg
g noods of agreul
ture, and s soving s
u o for other

slisten, Pee Kellogie
artcie at rightt.)

Oumarovs Qs v
Ruwvows Ecomosoe
Bexarrrs

Thee L binprenernent
chud program is a
catalyer for charge.
The clubws servr an o
SUPPIT group and an
onlny peotierl ke stas
admable agrcubare for
prochacers St oy
bewve puevicanhy felt
Isolabed or wnsire of
where 10 sl

What the farmoms loamn
about & particuler
farming prctice s
Aalnost sevossdary Lo
the soctal anvd commu
nity beeetfiis of the
learniing peocess sl
Thee remig anpext
tsdtigdies (he loariing,
bernds creditdity in the
larger comumanity ard
WA agdrcaitured
service and resonrch

agevches, ] msalues
the progect fun R the

participarnts. Meery of
the clubs regorn broad
o sugrport iyl e
ocal agrscudnarad
oMty an @ resolt
of cluby acthvition. A
pority of dduby pasrted-
poaeta wxy they fowe
elider yealtzed an
wonoee Deoedh Fooen
their oo participation
o expect oo The
ML COmETING anmwer
particpants give when
AERD stall askoed wiss
ey ot 1 sboodt
the prograsn was thud 11
#fun, D

mmnmmnw

Netwark to provide Indormation and
w-mnuwm

m =bﬁsbybd~
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Sosrarame Farvow Quarresar

BOONOMIOR, Fyos Poon |

A shertooening of most farm econoene stodies s
their mabdity 0 conmider extorral oomin — sch s
s0ll oromion. loas of wikditie habat, groundwater
oontaminetion. and detenioration of maral corrE -
Ues  within the badgeting pracess. These costa
cuns be Aol 1o quantily, They typically are bome
I saaitanty al large. By Scloding theen. where
posadile, i cotnoenic analyses, Qrowers can gt &
ore roalatic plotiure of Lhe relatove Bonefits sl
oosts of Afferent Exrmning sywiemas to Uesmsciers o
well 2 1o the anger soctely.

ALTERSATIVE Cror ROTATIONS &Y
EanTean Wasssworons Warreay Cocry

The oamtonm Palnuse vegion s o highly geodeacthe
dryland farming ares s whach crops of winker
wheat, spetng barkey . speing pess aned sgeinyg bntide
predaminate, A crop can be growm cvery year.
Stnalier soroages of grass seed. ragwseed / caeola.
el spring wheat are also plaried, Winter whemt
batnlortcoally haos Doons the weat proliabile crop, doe
1o W Dol yiehd aeed goverimnesd sulsmidy. Al the

same tine, sof evosion typeally in greatosl duriog
winler when! prodhaction,

Two surveys were cotsduotod duing 159096 sl 15900
by Washington State University and Unteersty of

Mae rescarchers o detenaine the exiont aod Lype
of ahernative Samng penctices in (he regon. and Lo

charsctorir typical Lemung (ractioes on moce
conmventinnl farms foesenrebers were Hate Pater,

Curt Beus, Dooglas Young Dartd Gearatston,
Doevdd M, Do Do, Phaded Midicr, Dol
Faradiwk arsd Jodin Carleon.

These sureeys. aloog with sesuls lrom several Dedd
ak, provided the raw materiad (or & nember of
eoorwenke stuedien that exassined e rvdalive peadt
sbalty of different crop rolations, (hefr ennvirunimen
Ll ngeacts, sned the iBuem e of Posvrtemed podey
on (e rolative attractarenioss of encls rotalion.

Pesaddn were used o develdop 1992 Avemathie (Oop
Rudcsson: Entenpwine Bualpets. Eciorn Wihilmaon
Coearty, Washington Coogerative Extensdon Bulletin
EB1725, WSLL A winker wheat-spring jes (W-19
rotaton end a winter wioad sgeing barky sgring
ot (W B retation were considennd as cooven-
toral svsarins. Four allormelive sysems i unse on
commemercedd farmms were stafiod wisler whoat
spriegd Darey-clover green mavssre (WO winter
wihwest -sumavy fallow-winder cageseed (W P19 6
your Blucgriss plas 18 years of grain crops and
puloes (Graes o cvep), srnd windsr wWiwad winler
wheat spring wheat (Coerdl. W, A fifih aMlemative
green ooanuee (WP ML was abo stdiod, bat 1 wvan

Tt sodedy on geertonenial deds and ot on a
socoesiidl fares application. All caleubations ssed a
standard Gaems siae of 1275 acros.

10 addtion o developing caterpoine budgets,
Painter anvd Mulla estimated the potendial sl loss
scnad pedrule loschiog foc cath rotation. Palnter then
oodovilatodd Dhie cost of he nedl orntons sl sublemet -
o i from the set refurs o Ulustosse profitedity
W) SOome @XM Ooels s e baded.

Cosrs AVD RETURNS

Enterprtne Boddets use vurlalio costs el (e
ooslsy I detereatngeg Sotal cosbs and retutrm. Flaed
osts are those costs (hat occur regardiess of
whether o crog In plartied s prodhuced. These
Inciude equipment degoectalion. Goes. Iaterost,
housing and land owsweship. Variabtle costs are
conls divectly assoctaied with the praduction of a
ovop. aach an wen S ine Faredd labor.
porchuosed inprix, and services. Fived and vaniabie
oot are sdilod 1o delomane totul oontx, whinch ae
Ihen subizaciod Irom tednl retiems S detenmme rel
peolit ¢ s, Total costs vary significantly frem
Towrvnn Gy Doy, THroas 1L s stnwe Ulerem snoco usedul (o
CaMBine tet fefUrs over Varable costs when
faliiog relalive comparinons amnog vy wiens

The varsalide (ol cempositaon of e rotalons s
compared i Table 1. The groen masure sysierns
P the lowest vartable cost. but saorifioed @ year of
o, Conta wore Mighent In the coniimooun
whent systems dor 10 greater fertilizer and pesticsde
. Varsadde conts represrntad 43 gevoent o 8
prrcent of the Sotal costs

Fetumns ovey varkabide custs are presenied in Table
2 for Gurer yoars, Retusms over otal costs fdata oot

shomanil aore pegil e o every wystenn excepd winder

gb ’:n n bt
SRR e
oo R - e
! . e ™ 5




Sustuncne Faoave Quasresay

4

Wil summeney Gallow - winles rapesend (W P13 In
1965, The clusnge = relativr profealfity is Dos-
Bt d by onkiing ut severad yoors of resulis. The
s potation oo u Buge (hactuation in met returms
e G e wesadde Cluniges In gruss moed guice (Pat
cun coour from year o year. Low gmss seod prives
I 1990 and 1991 baut the peofitahility of the
rosation. s by 1992 prces had clinmbed o nrarty
§1 per pound, making thes sysioes vory puofitable

— it s O Vot Cons —
L T R
§ po¢ acrn

e w w
was 0 0 7
R b # )
GGy @ ™
Cont W » o 5t
e ————, et

agen. The grower ustisg Uit sysbons Sakes & long
torms view' aodd heeps masc®s of his baevd s e
sysienn whether draos socd potors are high or how
He adeo Baas Devss abde 16 stire somse seed Quring
low price periods and wal unidl the poice lncreases

ENVIROSMENTAL DeracTs

Twe cxntronsnental tssues of widespread concesn in
ihe Padoose are soll efosson au! oundeser
cortaminalion by agnchemiosls. These were
eslinuted or cach croppgy systom. Costs of wod
rosan were thes estitmmded] arel sudondod in the
Dunrting. Seel rroeaon rates were prodioted ko
coch redatiom using @ yersbon of (he Uriversal Yol
Loses Egpzatson adapled lor the regoon . Relative
aorw Beranin ol beon Tuligg protendbal wies exdlineted
using an atteniaison lector spproach, wiikh relles
o sadelll, sotls. and chomical composition data o
prediet kuching theough » cortadn depeh of soll

All of the rotations mwel conmrvation comngdaies
as mandated by the Farm B (Teble 3). The
coementonad rotations hed higher puodicted sol
Ioseen than the adtormative rodalions, Excelient
erosion conrul wins e hileved] o U costlnmuonis
wirat sestem doe (0 use of e U and smitroroeres oF

ubomg with high pestdoe crops.

Pace 7

Theere wans ile nal of agricheaionl loactung below
0.25 meters of sl depth excepd fer netrnie. Nitrate
leaching potervtial al 5§ meters W near sove due o

Wﬂm
| .
L L) 7m
wao @ am
WFR AN ns
Grass « O A% e
Cot - am 20n
wiw - m o

drrstrdcation acd lwnodilisation processes. While
e rtations vired conmilensdly 0 potenitied setsuls
lenching, the caleulations indicated that agrichemi-
Ol leaching 10 hewe sywlonses bs Moy 50 be g
peutess only S nillesgen in arvas of shallow water
Labdes.

The cosss of soll erosion. both en site arsd off - sde, |
are enlinadod in Table 4, Those refloct the e of
nutrienits and mderent peoductiity oo aite, aswell
do vonls of cleasiny] road ditches, resorvolr sedisen- |
taten. fsd) Tabitat mpacts, nnd recreatioonl kases
off ste. When these comis are subiracted Soon O
Nt refierms over variabie cosis In Talde 2, the
relative peolrabdity ey acre song rudad bons does
0ot churge wpqueckaldy Whide e per acte oo aite
dassage mury socm amall, the estimated environ:
artal Sumage due 15 eroakon: s sl
087.000 1o $22,0000 whon cormadered over a Winle

Qamage for Crop Rotatons
- -‘
w9 1= wn
wer AL na
was w o ne
wER 1% 2
Gewa + Cimp 1 o
Cot W a8 r
wes 820 L0

Jose 1963
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REGIONAL SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE NETWORK MoVES AHEAD

et seversd ioeni b o Berlhd Bhe cosdibion s boun-
dation '

mu—mmmm
rural commaindty yitality, reseasch, education,
reghomal vl systerss sl mrarketing snd e pros
et cons of adepting sistaisabie lirsang toch-

Oexce the SAWO determndnes how It will work
Together, 1 esun Doyt e lwmang bt for aectim
As early s this Gl 2 ange segional gathertig will
be schioduled (o colebenie the pew notwork work
ing for sustainabie agrioulluee.

Vor wer mforzmtion on the Sustasable

e Warkiog Geoup pecfoct. call AERO ot
AANTZTT wnu® sk 0 b ot s M aallingg Dt ol
R Tk Ferce, whikhi is oversoong
AU w wewh s e rogesad cflst. O

POONOMICS. FROM PAGE T

ferm (1,275 scres i thes cise). This aticspd of
serrang an eoirvoreeerial cesd o fakens e
uncertalnty i the procedhare and masnaties, and
e refinement s sooded. White sod b calosiationn
sty Be spsefiad in comparing sysserme, they cannod
sabstitute for site spoctic cvaluations wien dotor
iy the pesformance of an lodividoanl Rirmiog
CPeTHION

Tax Borros Lase

Buownd an this study, growens 1o the cadorn Paloase
gt B0 R s et adly visdide allesiaia e
retatons that can decrease soll svoston. However,
tach of the alernaiive sysiemns has s potfulls. The
uheat barfey <lover geoen manure sysiom was Used
catersively carier i thes conduey. Rocesedy, Lurmers
hawve haed peotierre estadindeng < lovers doe 1o
et poad problesss and setl nocdficaton. Horts
e Ol and onrvyover has damaged clover plauv
s, The wheat - pea: edic systeon pesfonned well in
capersneatal plota, Bul meds estaldnlwscrd and
woord probierns have prevested B use om n farin
scade 1 (he Padovasse. In comtrast, medse - whest
wywirms are being sucorsalully sngdomented on
dryland fams (n Monlana. The continoous whes
retation escols 00 e soll consorvalion, bt loong-
berms use of s system condlicts with faem

rules and will Skoly fea! 1o serious wood and dis

rane probiems

The rernibsing twu rolatioos, While agrosonmially
souned, a0e proow (e reeiet price volatility of supe-

wore] semd groos seod. Use of sapresend docyenses sl
erosbon and 3 oo profitatide o barley or peas,
ghen e sasmirngdions of Use stusdy. Boths ragsemend
and grass seed markets are Bmited comparsd o
whent, and irge plantings of these orops corkd
erode theds paoes.

Meore Oexctsbity i Baren program rudes woudkd silow
Jrowers 10 Detier Imatehs roANIOne WIS ket
changns and 4o the noods and capabiiitios of aeler-
ent Debds snd esdscapes positions. lecentive gay-
L R PrOvers oL e o e g sy steron
would Relp rodoce | rale. A coomaonic
Loalyaelinng Guat attownnpiie to Widy the oateriial
ol of Onr curressl agrkculiural practions will
PUCSETIL & TROIE BOCUINMLE POCTLUe 10 [anDers. on-
sumers and policy makess akke. The unanswered

Question s whether soackety s wiling o help pay the
Ful cont of the abuanfurd Soodd we ergoy
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Gomve WaoLE 'Hoc' For Son. HEALTH

Bonzr Ass Tuar's Now Wastep Has Proause As Economical AMENDMENT

Iy Nowve Warmrmm, Cvasewmn rive
IRomascm rossscwy acany som Lo
Covnry, Wann,  Rosanrnr ssom
Pacwn: Nesrvwyse Soncunans
Ansognee —

Haoghorl, the eather strunyge mame
ghven Se conesaly grosnd woed and
Dark wastes, s commondy burmed

Tontoad wivg mesd nppdy the sl te
crop o forest lasds” Certatmdy the
e s 0ol ew Ourdencrs and
sinll Geners huave ong prised
wyoed aaly a8 vefcd nodl el
menl, proviiing seosll sesousin of
nutrients nod ackl - reutadiong of
Imdngg qualtios Hoghued ballr
sk provides e saese (Tabie 1)

s vadoe as a lidng onaterial
depends un B caktum carbunades
egutvndoxy, which wartes from 10
pereent 1o 60 percend. depending
on e type of bogfuel buenod
sovd comnbnmiion conditions. The
Cokum carbonate egpitvalency of
the ashes in Tabde | with an
wverage of 42 perocel, seusn
theme achem, 00 average, wouk! be
A hathe less uam one half as
ety ot reositralbengg sonl e ility
s wondd standend agrioultural
line, A sall nooding two oo of
It per sese — Uhe cotmmwn
recornmendation — would swed &
Witge erome than Bar toos of doller
as Lo achirve G sacre resull.

Nutrieet conormtratioos in bodor
sy are small reltihve 1o comenes
3l Servliioors. Nevertlwdeos, wiwn
appited al pecooumonded meng
vaten. dgriSoantdy tmgeetant
aronants of CalClNm. Imadyiosih om.
sk sl plospluxun woud!
also be furrisdud (o the crop

Folomang extonmwve testing. Dr.

Ao Camplee® wn wenbate

0 e Fotesl Products
Drepnctorment ol e Univwrnty of
Mahi, conclodes Bat wood ash
sppears W De o sale lineng agrat
o metl semendooert whien ap-
pled al agromoaniic rabes basaed on
-l rwewdle wnnd et
comnposition of e asdi. An added
sttroetion in that bogfoel bofler
msh s regislerad for use by
COPARIE BICWETA.

Nl cnly e heeder aaly & good ol
sonenchment, B bas (e pevenieee ol

Leinng Wwapremive D antiong esh
o Laraiy s Svcremboggly vostly
St oahy peodurers, Docause kel
spplcation may e iess costly,
by prodhecers appesr willing o
oy somie, or even all, of 1he conis

aah can Be widely used aa o sl
scvendment. Ash hung a pHt of
125 or greater is classod a5 2
Tustardeos wusde, wrad ondy by
Caeting restractive and coad-
thomal permets to an ash prodecer
wib land De allowed
try the Washaryzan Mate Degart -
ment of Eoclogly

tuture of hogfucd sodees. All wood
wdy combairm trace ooe et
sty 3w by mactada), whikcds Ly
baw are strkcily condiuliod
registered prodects.

soods 0 crop or forest Sand. Uy
wre ool nsscamnoundable. Ash
prredieren, wuiste wlibiaatnin
companies. putdic ageTowes.

crx and growees are collsboesting
10 o ways 0o pesodve Coneeins
el Bl warys 0 tlivert Dagford
Drodker aesh from andills 10 bawd
wpplication, barwageg Wumasons i
soll peodusctivity and peofits for
growerns. Chances le sucoess
look beghe. O
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Increasing the Chances _for People To Farm

The trick with agricultural “matchmaking' Is to bring together retirement-age
farmers who want to sell their land and beginning farmers who want to buy it

By Don Fedse. Al Kurkd and Mark
Mok of U Adevrasuw Enorgy
Resovroes Ovgangsation —

Peogde ase an imgortaedt ns nny
othey resource i food peoduc
tan, »0 & crithoal step i O
buildieg of & sustatredie agricul
fuee s 0 nddress the mer
grnorational transfer of farmiband

owverslup.

& coalimon of Mersterss Lum
whorests v wi ool Usetr
state soon will have programs in
plave 1o ensure hat s and
mnches can be passed on st
1 o new generatson of farmers.

A @reeiny poroereago of Grmers
e e LS, are teartng cvsire
ment age and there is no effec-
ve mecharseen in place that
slows first tese aex) re-ontry
Sareners 10 repliace than The
reaccen S Dis Menenn are
wuatry and (he ermerging consen
sus By Ut undess sooset by
Gorwe socn, Taenily fyrman ey
become o thing of the past

The probilern in Montana can be
seen N populstion statinte s be
Lartoers i Montana aowd for
coainiies i the custorn puat of
e state. Both popaalations
declined. acoording o the 1990
o, In contrasl, 1o many
peoplde wre meving inds the soonkc
mounlato valicys i e weslomn
part of Montana mx] cospeting
with agrouliure Sor lmited Lasst

These tresxds are of coneem to
AERO beeause faem group
membersdiy tikes poople ol
machines, and sustassalie
ariculoure neevis poogle withing
10 try new farming mvethods

comparibie with preserving rarsd
comsunites, the sell wxl the
ervirooement.

Alter AKRO heldd » wockahop on
the ssise o s 199 ] woswand
e, menader s ReyDan 1t
weeking with other ongantzations
mesoorwide and have colected
goodd Mdeas for conceete snxd peo-

R L

A plonces ba the oot 1o ressive
e pradiens ul an agng fass
pogmilaion and the Sack of
OppRCteadty Lor enteving Surmers
Is @ Center foe Toarnl Afiaies
ICIA) o Walthill, Neth, Its re-
s wis fo s Lo Link. »

Peginesng farm programms now
are operating In four ofler states
Miscsesota, throsagh it sale
department of agriculties, wxl
Bosin. througls 2 Exdenvon
Searvioe. tose huree progirams
shwtlar 20 the ooginal Laesd Link
ool stinrend ey the CRA In
Nebrasdcas North Dot aad
Matmuis hune podisded directo-
rios of begemndng v rotieing
farmers theoug thetr respoctive
e deparments of agreuiure
The challenge s o et
one. Weuld 3w begirning Birmers
outnumcber retining Sunvers by 40
0 1. The Land Link stall. boses
er, emphunases that S transe-
hon s & process rogulcing e
wtagh selll cxaaninsation by both
Degineer and retiroe aned Wil
enoaygh determtnation, opporty)-
oty exists for Degloudng

Grzrners. A rational conlition of
b gianing lanmes progruss
anneasioed Bs pedsskon i o
Sosster Uhe next generation of
Lendy farmors. The Fasnlly Panm
Trarsation Netwark will meet
GO O Bior & your 1o coepowey
others wanting 10 start sdatiar
Urassilion programis. and (o
mipport exisling ones

AEFEO Lanwsern ansd puailie
ageney represevilatives are
cutmnleneg esaliisliong a Lasd
Lok sty data bose %0 match
beginning aned resrmg tamsen,
with an added dmenstson Py
muatch tralratay or cosmmcling by
third partion to Belp retiitag wid
potential new farm (nnflvs with
‘poople prodidemns. © Beglroang
Ermowers would recetve farm
oarugemen tratoing, while
1otirsyg fareners wonM rocelve
Srawcial cousscling. Adoguate
e thog and astroasch dhva
excls are avadabile. Dot thelr use
will harve to be careduly planned
% avosd sverwhedming the
program indthally or cocating
expectations that ase oo hugh
Malrgalrsng Anorca's lirwly-
owned farens berefits everyone,

For incae wdormnation on bedin
ring farmer effort i Moot
wiile Dom Petal, 35 S Eumg,
Seuite 234, Helena, MT 50801 T
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CALENDAR

Ir Vo) AN AWAAE CF AN LECOMVG BVERT OF Temie 0
Sisermvuny Fuoerw: Qhaurnisny sealesc, rmaasd s N
SemaaToN 10 SIQ, Acraovueve Bsmcy Ressoss vs
Owcsovcrnon. 259 S, Bvesc. Somme 234, Houo, MT
SO0 ) of cne e SFY coovos ar (405) 442 X308,

Juas

A Wasbhangen Seate Univensaty atevssoe on Lnn
testing wockashop, Harringtom, Waah. Lenders sl
describe on-Sarm tesding design and Implementa-
thon Sor drytend Sarming. and exgdain how to road
and iderpovt experiosenital rosults Ut luore been
alafetically analysed. Crowers asel Beld ndvisers
are encouraged o attend. Contact: [l Schillengrer
A 500 A OO,

Juoy

Mo 11 Ererrmatiomal ) ierh Cromeers snd Moarketers
Association Sth Anmvsl Cooderence, Red Lion
Hotel, Bellovue, Wiads, Cortact. Edwact! Sy,
THOMA, 1200 Alsison Roosd, Mundcd=in, IL
OO0 (700 4577

14: Towr of lgume cover crop and sununer laliow
resencch, Ag Coarnda Resentch Corter, Lethbeveige
Albsrta, sponsorsd by Montiana's Toode County
Dllack Mot Yarm Bmpeoseroeod Chube Dy Joaosa
Frauser will describe her work on anosal leuatoes
Jor foroge production and roseeding capabeid s,
both drytand and srgated. Des, Herwy Jareen and
B Bromer, deyland speciaings, will discuss the
influsersce of Sallow (regoency s Elllage et buels
on Crop productivity, and the effoct of kegiimes on
sodl quaadity . D, Frask Laancy will show Tus wark
on soll eroston and sl amensdments. To jotn the
o and participate I carpooding froen Sannarst,
Moot call Dony Feidss at the Shelty Sal Corsonn
ton Sorvioe offor at HOG 4545085,

14-15 “Who WD Fasm (he Land? Cluangies and
Chwotces for Jowa Agnouituce.” Leogold Condor fw
Sustadpabie Agreulture, Scheman Continuing
Education Center, Ames, Towa. Contact: Leopold
Conter, 120 Sofl TUOs Beabding, hows State Uriver
sity, Aroes, A S0001-31200 5515 243710 b
515 2040000,

2023 “Sustainebde Land Macugemeond for the 2 1o

University of Lethbradge, 4401 lhmnyotm
Lethboidge, Mberta, Canada, TIL 3044

Auvousy

1518 North Amerscan Agrolorestry Condepenoce,
o Slate Ulndversity, Asmen, W\ D000 1. Coatunt:
Dv. P D Schaalte al 515 2047602,

2631 Pellomdilp of Intentioral Comenunity 9% an
otemabional gathering oo sustidnable
Evergreon State Colloge, Ofyrngda, Wash. Those
attendurere will oclebeate the diversily and vitaley
of Bhe Teterionad comernaniiies” mevomse il ansd
share Knowdedpe of conpesative, sustidoabide lifes
i Costact. Fellowadilp Sor Sbentional Conusur.
ty. 5300 Univernity Bl Evansilie. IN 47712

Serrevnen

T Thind Interviational Federation of Ovganic
Agrwcudture Movemwnts Trade Conferenco, flalty
moer, Md. Topies include macketpinoe treeeds sewd
oquity and othios In istermational trade agree-
endn. Spmotal everrin loedode tours of Washlogon,
DOl o disner sponsared every your by the
Ovpein FonmBe Pyoebonction Assc bt of Nowth
America. Contacts: Katherine Dibatteo of OFPANA
HIN TTAT50L o Tnx 10 7746432 Steven
Homan of New Hope Comsrunications, (53] 90599,
S0 or fax [JOO-C0-900.

Ocroses

24-26: “Festuplig Aiculued Sesearch and
Eduathon,” » conferoncy on scienoe sod sustann-
abdiny. Red Lion Hotel, Deflevue, Wash Sgoosored
by Washingion State Unhoerslty and the wslorn
SANE peogram, the conferrmoe Wil focus 0o qusnts
Lative ansd qualitistive methodoboges ke sobving
oritical production, eovironmental and sockl
probivins assoctated with establintdng and contin -

ot et ol rrseare By aeul eluoation metTusds
ostiutsonal stranegios for Increasing intorciscipl-
ey yescarch and o sosnbon, Conbact
Noova Pocides-Scoll ol (5068 335-2921. D

tuo_n-u,-mrn-_
mmmqmmu
SRMOTRD PROM THE LAY, FLRASK TALL Swemar AT
o Acrravarve Evencr Rosovaces Oweanioa-
 wow, (406) 4437272 on wwirs Sewtamanie
m—mﬁ&n—;o—zu A
Mainns, MT nlu.n
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1982 Poclfic Northawest On farm Test Results
Btrsast W, an-fanm fostlng coordinalos ot
WSU, susunastond the eethods ad results of 22
o1 research teats comedinted By Barmers In the
drylend Pactfic Northwest in 1002 Test tophon
mncdude planting systems and weod coatrol. susoll
tllage. and sl Sersility. AR tests haed randooniaed,
replicatod treatmenta, allowing the reselis 10 be
staristionlly evalusted. Fisr o cogey, wrile Depart
mesdt of Croges and Solls, Washington State Undeer-
iy, Pulliaa. WA 991048420,

Onfarm Testing: A Grower's Guide, Uy I Mider.
B Adaros. 1. Peterson and R, Karow, The geine
phes of desgrang snd conducting fedd scale on
Garrrm fosd are describsed. with emphasis an nwth
ods appeopriste to dryland gran b, Samgde
seooed slects are cdaded T reorve & cogy of
Bulietins EB 1706, setnl £1 10 Cooperative Extersion
Mabtbcatons. Washangion Siase Univenity, ul
mnn, WA 00304 53012

O farmm Composting Hendbosh ey Fnleet Bk
ed ) This ix thorougth and esady understood
sefedence on practeal Bpeoonciios 1o [amw scile
cornpuesting of ongank wistes, with angde diyrams
andd tabiles. For & copy of NRAES-54, senud 815w
Northeast Agrsculiural Ernginesring Senvioe. 159
Ridey Robd Hall. Cormell University. Mthaca. NY
LRS- 5700,

Furming Alternatives: A Gublde to Evaluating
the Feasibility of New Farm based Enterprises

RESOURCES

Iy N. Schack, W, Knedlach, J. Green and M.
Raylor, The oo s wintsen for Sann famsibos
interesind (n developengd & oew faren-based erstes-
prine, engeuinlly allerrabive crogm, food procesning,
Aot mariceting o fams Sourkum. For a cogy of
NBAES- 32, wexud 88 1o Northeast Agricultucal
Ergiowerinyg Servier, 152 Hidey-Robiy Hall. Cornell
Unitveestty, Ithacs, NY 14855-5201.

Bsues in Sustalnable Agriculture: What Are
the Next Stops? 1y Chaovyd Miler, The cogrnt on
19691 Symposiom a2 the Michael Fields Agricudeur-
W lenditute leckudes csoays o convionsertal
clulbeniges, wonbind sanbaloaadiility, Sl safety uied
secunty. sussainabde infrastrscture, bictechnology.
rosoare b and eduoatin, aul “advancing the
cise” Each cssary = Bllowed by guestions de
saoreed A0 stininte iSctone. Sond 85 o MIFAL 2400
Coumty Joad K5, ot Vroy, WI 80200271, oc
ONN 1) 6422500

A Sastairable Agricsdture Resource Guide for
Orvgon and Woshington, by G Baew 1 Murray
ad R Dick. The Western Ovegon,/Washingon
Suntadruadio Agrioulivime Frogent has comgiing »
Inting of readly svatlablc tafoemuation 1o hedp
Lromars soud other wsors mone @Uickly acoess
sustondis agriodture Dosks. periodioals sl duta
Luses an pesd masagemend, solls, wuler fosoaree
prmarange i 08 ared ke ting, For o cope ol Coogey
ave Exvension Bolletin EMS53 ], send $9
Ovegyon Sate Unboeraty Adusrdstrathe Seriom,
Conadlia, ORUTASI-2110.0

SUSTANAGLE A

44 North Last Chance Guich
Helena, MT 55601
(406) 443-7272
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